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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLES A. NEEDHAM, 

shaft. A platform 8, of any suitable size, is 
fixed to the top of the shaft 5, so as to rotate 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident there with. This platform 8 may be provided 
of the borough of Manhattan, in the city and 

5 State of New York, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Amusement Devices, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates.to an improvement in 

anausement devices, and has for its object to 
to provide an amusement device comprising a 

suitable support upon which a car is fitted 
to travel back and forth, together with means 
for automatically reversing a platform car 
ried by the car when the car reaches the lim 

I5 its of its movements, so that the person or 
figure upon the platform is caused to face 
the direction in which the car travels. 
A further object is to provide an amuse 

ment device of the above character in which 
2O the support for the car is tilted by means of 

a motor to incline it in one direction or the 
other for causing the car to automatically 
travel back and forth along the support. 
A practical embodiment of my invention 

25 is represented in the accompanying drawings, 
in which - 

Figure 1 represents the amusement device 
in side elevation, the support being shown in 
full lines tilted in one position with the car 

3o a short distance away from its raised end and 
in dotted lines tilted in another position with 
the car a short distance from its upper end. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged view of the car, its plat 
form, and a part of its support in side eleva 

35 tion. Fig. 3 is an end view of the same, and 
Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the car and a por 
tion of its support with the platform removed 
to more clearly show the parts beneath the 
S. 

4o The car is denoted by 1, and it is provided 
in the present instance with two pairs of 
traction-wheels 23, fitted to travel along and 
be guided upon a support 4. A short verti 
cal shaft 5 is mounted at its lower end to ro 

45 tate on the car 1, and the said shaft is pref 
erably provided with an enlarged portion or 
drum 6. To steady the shaft in its rotary 
movements, I provide a bracket 7, uprising 
from the body of the car 1, which bracket 

5o forms a bearing for the upper end of the said 

with any suitable means for receiving a per 
son thereupon or a dummy figure, if so de- 55 
sired. In the present instance I have shown 
the platform as being provided with a seat 9 
and foot-rest 10. 
The means which I have shown for auto 

natically causing the person or figure upon 66 
the platform to face in the direction in which 
the car is going is constructed, arranged, and 
operated as follows: A longitudinally-sliding 
bar 11 is guided in suitable brackets 12 and 
13, uprising from the body of the car I for 65 
holding the bar 11 in proximity to the drum 
6 of the shaft 5. A flexible connection 14 
passes around the drum 6 and is secured at 
its opposite ends to the bar 11, as shown at 
15 and 16, to the front and rear of the said to 
drum. 
When the platform is in one position, for 

causing the person or figure thereupon to face 
in one direction the bar II is extended to the 
limit of its movement in one direction, and 75 
when the bar is forced rearwardly to the limit . 
of its movement in the other direction it will, 
through the flexible connection 14, swing the 
platform a half-revolution for causing the per 
son or figure upon the platform to face in the 8o 
opposite direction. 
The bar 1 is limited in its sliding move 

ments by means of pins 26 27, which engage 
the brackets 12 and 13. 
To produce an automatic backward-and-for- 85 

ward movement of the car and also an auto 
matic reversal of the platform on the car, the 
support is pivoted intermediate its ends, as 
shown at 17, to an upright i8, projecting from 
a suitable base 19. A motor 20, of any de- 9o 
sired construction, has a crank-shaft connec 
tion 21 22 with the support 4, So that as the 
motor-shaft 23 is rotated the support 4 Will be 
alternately tilted in opposite directions. This 
tilting of the support 4 will cause the car 1 to 95 
travel back and forth along the support. 
The ends of the support are provided with 

suitable stops 24 25, arranged to alternately 
engage the opposite ends of the sliding bar 
11 for reversing the platform as the car reaches Ieo 
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the one or the other end of the support. limiting the reciprocatory movements of the 3o 
These stops 24 25 also serve to prevent the 
car from running off the ends of the support. 

It is evident that this device may be so ar 
ranged as to give a greater or lesser inclination 
to the tilting support, and it is also evident 
that other changes might be made in the con 
struction, form, and arrangement of the sev 
eral parts without departing from the spirit 
and scope of my invention. Hence I do not 
wish to limit myself strictly to the structure 
herein shown and described; but 
What I claim is 
1. An amusement device comprising a sup 

port, a car fitted to travel back and forth along 
the Support, a platform carried by the car, 
and means for rotating the platform when the 
car reaches a predetermined point. 

2. An amusement device comprising a sup 
port, a car fitted to travel back and forth along 
the support, a platform carried by the car and 
means for limiting the reciprocatory move 
ments of the car and for reversing the plat 
form when the car reaches the limits of its 
InOWements. 

3. An amusement device comprising a sup 
port, means for rocking the same, a car fitted 
to travel back and forth along the support, a 
platform carried by the car and means for 

car and reversing the platform when the car 
reaches the limits of its movements. 

4. An amusement device comprising a sup 
port, means for rocking it, a car fitted to travel 
back and forth along the support, a platform 
carried by the car, a reversing device for the 
platform carried by the car and stops carried 
by the support for limiting the movement of 
the car and for operating the platform-revers 
ing device. 

5. An amusement device comprising a car, 
a platform carried by the car and a reversing 
device for the platform carried by the car. 

6. An amusement device comprising a car, 
a platform, a vertical shaft for the platform 
carried by the car and a reversing device for 
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the platform comprising alongitudinally-slid 
ing bar and a flexible connection between the 
bar and shaft. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of two witnesses, this 19th day of Feb 
ruary, 1903. 

CHARLES A. NEEDHAM. 
Witnesses: 

FREDK. HAYNES, 
HENRY THIERNE. 
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