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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALFRED FORNANDER, a
subject of the King of Sweden and Norway,
and a resident of New York city,in the county

5 and State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Penecil-
Guards, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. )

My invention consists of a simple and cheap

ro guard for securing pencils in the poeket
from loss by dropping or being thrust out,
the contrivance being such that the guard is
constructed in a single piece of sheot metal
and in a very simple way, as hereinafter de-

15 scribed, reference -being made to the accom-
panying drawings,in which—

Figure 1 iz a plan view of a thin metal
strip with one stamped blank detached from
the end of thestrip and anotherstamped and

20 ready to be detached toillustrate the mode
of making the said improved guard. Fig. 2
is a perspective view of the complete guard.
Fig. 3 is a side view.of a guard applied to a
pencil for use. Fig. 4 is a side view of the

g5 guard, and Fig. 5 is another side view of the
guard applied to a pencil which is inserted
in a pocket and secured therein by the guard.

I take a thin blank sheet or strip of suit-
able metal or composition of metal and of a

30 springy nature, as a strip a,of the same
width as the guards are to be, and cut there-
from short pieces, as b, having points ¢ at one
end and preferably rounded at the otherend,
as d, and stamp out a tongue, as e, so as to be

35 severed from the side marginal portions f
and from the end portion d, buthaving intact
connection with the end portion g. Then I
bend the points ¢, so as to form laterally-pro-
jeeting prongs ¢’, and also bend the side mar-

40 ginal portions f at about the middle of their
length, to loop these portions over backward
and set said end portion d to stand in a posi-
tion about opposite the junetion of the tongue
with the end portion g, but at a suitable dis-

45 tance therefrom to serve as a spring-jaw to
clamp and hold the guard on a pencil, as 5,
inserted between it and thesaid part g and the
base of the tongue.. The side portions f are
preferably bent, as at ¢, Fig. 4, so that the

curved end portion d bears edgewise against 5o
the ‘pencil to bite for better hold and for
greater strength, but it may bear flatwise, if
desired. The tongue e is also bent, as at 7,
about. the middle of its length, a little back-
ward from the plane of the gripping-jaws, to 53
form a lever to open the jaws for gripping
the top of the flap % of the pocket and for
disengaging it therefrom when inserted in the
pocket, as in Fig. 4, said lever having a ful-
crum on the pencil where it is so bent, so that 6o
by gripping the pencil and the free end of
the tongue between the thumb and finger the
jaws may be opened readily when inserting

or removing it from the pocket.

The free end of the tongue being cut in the 65
curved form shown makes a curved inner
edge of the end part d to fit the shape of the
pencil better than a straight form of said in-
ner edge would for better hold of the guard
on the pencil; but thesaid inner edge may be 70
straight, if desired, and the curved notch
formed in the end portion g, by cutting the
end part d in curved form in separating the

. blank from the strip, produces the points ¢,

which becomse the gripping-prongs ¢’ simply 75
by being bent, as shown. :

While it is preferred to cut the blanks from.

a narrow strip, as a, the width of which is
the same as the desired width of the guards,
and out of which they are produced without 8o
any waste whatever, they may be cut from
wider sheets adapted for producing several
blanks side by side, also without waste.

Various forms of dies may bsused for cut-
ting the blank. Ipreferto usedies constructed 8;5
suitably to stamp out a tongue ¢ and at the
same time cut off the previously-tongued
blank, but will employ dies otherwise con-
structed, as may be found best.

I claim—

1. The improved pencil guard consisting of
the gripping jaws formed of the doubled loop
the extremities of which are adapted to grip -
the pencil inserted between the extremities
and through the loops tohold the guard there- 93
on, the prongs of one jaw adapted also to re-
ceive the edge of the pocket flap between it
and the pencil at the same time, and the
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curved lever attached to the pronged jaw,
and adapted to have a fulerum bearing on
the pencil to which the guard is attached,
for opening the jaws substantially as de-
seribed.

2. The improved pencil guard consisting of
the gripping jaws formed of the doubled loop,
the extremities of which are adapted to grip
the pencil inserted between the extremities
and throughthe loop to hold the guard there-
on, the prongs of one jaw adapted also to re-
ceive the edge of the pocket flap between it
and the pencil at the same time, and the
curved lever attached to the pronged jaw,
and adapted to have a fulerum bearing on
the pencil to which the guard is attached,

for opening the jawsall formed of one integral
piece of metal substantially as deseribed.

3. The improved pencil guard consisting of
the gripping jaws as d—g¢, connecting looped
side members as f, tongue lever e, joined to
jaw g,between side members f, and the prongs
¢’ at the extremities of jaw g,and projecting
in the direction of jaw d, substantially as de-
scribed. :

Signed at New York eity, in the county and
State of New York, this 24th day of August,
A. D. 1894. :

ALFRED FORNANDER.

Witnesses: ° :

W. J. MORGAN,
S. IT. MORGAN,
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