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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HARRY M. BABB, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city of Portland, in the county of Cumber 
land and State of Maine, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Draft 
Hooks, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

draft-hooks, and has for its object to pro 
vide an improved hook of this character hav 
ing a novel locking device to prevent the 
hook from becoming detached accidentally 
from anything to which same may be at 
tached. 

Further, the present invention consists of 
the novel features of construction and ar 
rangement of parts hereinafter more fully 
described and pointed out in the claim. 
In the accompanying drawings forming 

part of this specification, in which like num 
bers of reference denote like parts wherever 
they occur, Figure 1 is a perspective view of 
an improved hook embodying the present 
invention, the locking device thereon being 
shown in closed position and locked in such 
position; Fig. 2 is a front elevation of same; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the hook with 
the locking device thereon shown in opened 
position; and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of 
the hook, showing the locking means ar 
ranged in an optional manner. 
In the drawings, 1 represents the hook 

proper and 2 the eye for connecting Same to 
a rope, cable, chain, or other device (not 
shown in the drawings), which eye is pref 
erably formed integrally with said hook. 
The hook 1 terminates in a bill 3, which, in 
the present instance, is provided with a 
tongue 4, the latter having an aperture 5 
formed therein for the purpose hereinafter 
described. 

In order to prevent the hook 1 from be 
coming detached accidentally from the rope, 
cable, chain, or anything to which same may 
be attached, a locking device is provided, 
same consisting of a guard-finger 6 or the 
like. Each end of this guard-finger 6 is 
preferably bifurcated, the prongs 7 at one 
end thereof being pivotally attached to a lug 
or projection 8 by means of a pin 9 or the 
like, which lug or projection is preferably 
formed on the inner side of the hook 1 adja 
cent to the eye 2, and the prongs 10 at the 
other end of same being arranged so as to 
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allow the tongue 4 to extend therebetween, 
When said guard-finger is moved to its closed 
or locking position. For the purpose of lim 
iting the movement of the free end of the 
guard-finger 6 toward the bill 3 of the hook 
I and, also, affording a support for the free 
end of said guard-finger, when the latter is 
in closed or locking position, the bill 3 may 
be provided with a shoulder 11 or a plurality 
of such shoulders. In practice, the bill 3 of 
the hook 1 is preferably provided with a pair 
of shoulde's 11, one being located on one side 
of the tongue 4 and the other on the oppo 
site side of Salne, as best seen in Fig. 2, so 
as to afford stops or supports for the prongs 
10, respectively, of the free end of the guard 
finger 6, when the latter is moved to its 
closed or locking position. The tongue 4 is 
preferably formed of such length that, when 
the guard-finger G is moved to its closed or 
locking position, the tongue extends above 
the free end of the guard-finger so that the 
aperture 5 in the former is, also, above the 
upper side of said tongue, in order to receive 
a wire 12, or, if desired, a cotter-pin, nail, or 
the like (not shown) or any suitable device 
for locking the guard-finger 6 in its closed 
position, so as to prevent same from being 
accidentally detached from the rope, cable, 
chain, or anything to which same may be 
attached. When a wire 12 is used, same may 
be passed through the aperture 5 in the 
tongue 4 and then passed around the free 
end of the guard-finger 6 and twisted to 
gether at the ends thereof, as depicted in 
Figs. 1 and 2, or Same may be arranged in 
various other ways to lock the guard-finger 
in its closed position. If desired, the guard 
finger 6 may be provided with an aperture 
13 and the wire 12 may be fastened thereto 
by passing one end of the latter through the 
aperture 13 and then twisting said end 
around the wire, as illustrated in Fig. 4, so 
as to leave the other end of said wire free to 
be inserted in the aperture 5 in the tongue, 
or a thong (not shown) may be substituted 
for the wire 12. 

It should be noted that the tongue 4 and 
other parts of the hook 1 and parts of the 
guard-finger 6 that are liable to catch in or 
on anything while the hook is in use are well 
rounded to lessen such liability. Another 
important feature of this hook is that, in 
case the tongue 4 becomes broken in ship 
ment or in use or in any other way, the hook 
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is not rendered useless, for the reason that 
under such circumstances the free end of the 
guard-finger 6 may still be fastened to the 
bill 3 by the wire 12 or other suitable means. 
While this hook is particularly adapted 

for use in connection with automobile tow 
lines and other draft lines and the like, yet, 
it should be understood that it may be used 
in connection with hoisting apparatus and 
for various other purposes. Furthermore, 
the hook of the present construction is sim 
ple and inexpensive to manufacture and is 
strong and durable. 

claim: 
A draft-hook comprising a U-shaped body 

provided with an eye and a bill at its re 
spective ends, a contracted tongue extending 
outwardly from the bill, shoulders at the 
base of the tongue adjacent to the sides 
thereof, a contracted lug borne by the body 
and extending outwardly from the base of 
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the eye toward the tongue, and a guard fin 
ger of sufficient length to span the space be 
tween the tongue and the lug and having 
each of its ends bifurcated, one of the bifur 
cated ends receiving the lug and being piv 
oted thereto and the other bifurcated end 
being adapted to receive the tongue and to 
pest upon the shoulders and terminating at 
points adjacent to the outer side of the 
tongue and between the outer and inner 
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sides of said tongue, the eye, the tongue, the 
lug, and the guard finger being disposed in 
the same plane with the body of the draft 
hook, substantially as shown and described. 

In testimony where of I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

HARRY M. BABB. 

Witnesses: 
ERNST M. WHITE, 
WALTER J. LAUGHILIN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.’ 
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