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Beox No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the préscribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No.III  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
- Please see extra sheet for continuation -

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. [:I As al] searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I___I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. & No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-14, 85-98

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of:
Box NO Il. Observations where unity of invention is lacking

Group I: claims 1-14, and 85-98, drawn to a method for preventing and treating hyperleptinemia in an animal comprising administering
one or more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount.

Group Il claims 15-28, and 85-98, drawn to a method for preventing and treating insulin resistance in an animal comprising
administering one or more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount.

Group IIi: claims 29-42, and 85-98, drawn to a method for preventing and treating cardiovascular disease in an animal comprising
administering one or more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount.

Group IV: claims 43-56, and 85-98, drawn to a method for preventing and treating obesity in an animal comprising administering one or
more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount.

Group V: claims 57-70, and 85-98, drawn to a method for preventing and treating hyperlipidemia in an animal comprising administering
one or more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount.

Group VI claims 71-84, and 85-98, drawn to a method for preventing and treating hypertension in an animal comprising administering
one or more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount.

The inventions listed as Groups | through VI do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under
PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The inventions of Groups I-VI comprise distinctive inventive concepts of a method for preventing and treating hyperleptinemia, insulin
resistance, cardiovascular disease, obesity, hyperlipidemia, and hypertension, respectively, as outlined above.

The inventions of Groups I-VI share the technical feature of a method for preventing and treating a metabolic disorder in an animal
comprising administering one or more isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount. However, this shared technical
feature does not represent a contribution over prior art as being anticipated by US 6,592,910 B1 to Banz et al. (hereinafter 'Banz'). Banz
discloses Claim 15, a method for preventing and treating insulin resistance in an animat comprising administering one or more
isoflavones to the animal in a therapeutically effective amount (co! 2, In 65 to col 3, In 7). As said composition was known in the art at
the time of the invention, this cannot be considered a special technical feature that would otherwise unify the groups. -

Another special technical feature of the inventions listed as Groups I-Vl is a pharmaceutical or nutraceutical composition comprising
isoflavones and one or more pharmaceutically or nutraceutically acceptable carrier, diluents or excipients. Banz discloses a
nutraceutical composition comprising isoflavones and one or more nutraceutically acceptable carrier, diluents or excipients (col 3, In 14-
21, isoflavonoid in combination with dietary ingredients or supplements other than soy proteins). As said composition was known in the
art at the time of the invention, this cannot be considered a special technical feature that would otherwise unify the groups.

Groups | through Vi therefore lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical
feature.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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