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To all, uhon, it in?tity concern: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM.J. CoNNELL 

and CASSIUs B. NAY, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Fairmont, in the county 
of Marion and State of West Virginia, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Clothes-Line Reels, of which the following is 
a specification. - 
My invention relates to new and useful im 

provements in reels for clothes-lines; and its 
object is to provide a device of this character 
which is adapted to inclose the line when the 
same is not in use, but from which the line 
can be readily drawn. . 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an automatic closure whereby the ad 
mission of moisture, &c., to the line within 
the device is prevented. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists of a casing having a 
longitudinally-extending slot therein which is 
normally closed by a slide connected to a 
spring-bracket which is secured to the casing 
and serves as a means for connecting said cas 
ing to a supporting device. Arranged with 
in the casing is a reel which is adapted to be 
rotated by a train of gears, which receive mo 
tion from a crank suitably located upon the 
casing. 
The invention also consists in the further 

novel construction, combination, and arrange 
ment of parts hereinafter more fully de 
scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, and in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the reel. 
Fig. 2 is a rear elevation thereof, the ends of 
the casing being shown in section. Fig. 3 is 
a transverse section through the device, and 
Fig. 4 is a detail view of the closure detached. 
Fig. 5 is an enlarged section through one side 
of the casing on line at a, Fig. 2; and Fig. 6 
is a perspective view of the slotted spring 
bracket, the same being shown in engage 
ment with a spike. 

Referring to the figures by numerals of ref 
erence, 1 is a cylindrical casing having a lon 
gitudinally-extending slot 2 therein, and this 
casing is adapted to be closed at one end by a 
cap 3. Secured to the cap 3 and projecting 

upon the inner face of this cap are pins 4, on 
which is secured a cross-plate 5, and journaled 
in this plate and in the cap 3 is a shaft 6, hav 
ing a crank 7 at its outer end. A gear 8 is 
secured to the shaft 6 between the cap 3 and 
plate 5 and meshes with a smaller gear 9, 
which is secured to a shaft 10, journaled in 
the center of the closed end of casing 1 and of 
cap 3. A drum or spool 11 is secured to and 
rotates with the shaft 10, and one end of a 
clothes-line 12 is adapted to be fastened there 
to in any suitable manner. Slots 13 are 
formed in the casing 1 adjacent the ends of 
and at right angles to the slot 2, and within 
these slots are slidably mounted pins 14, which 
are connected to a curved plate 15, which con 
stitutes a closure for the slot 2. The two pins 
14 are connected by a strap 16, which in turn 
is secured to a spring-bracket 17. The other 
end of this bracket is fastened to the casing 1 
at a point removed a suitable distance from 
the slots 13. Strap 17 has a keyhole-slot 18 
formed within it, whereby the same can be 
readily placed in engagement with a spike 19 
or other suitable securing device. The notch 
20 is formed in one edge of the closure 15, SO 
that when said closure is in position over the 
slot 2 an aperture will be formed through 
which the rope 12 can extend. 
The device herein described is adapted to 

be secured to a post or other suitable support 
21 by placing the slotted bracket 17 in engage 
ment with the spike or nail 19. When it is 
desired to unwind the rope 12, it is merely 
necessary to draw the same outward through 
the slot 2, and the pressure exerted upon the 
casing 1 in this manner is sufficient to cause 
the spring-bracket 17 to bend and slide the 
strap 16 upon the casing. The pins 14 will 
thus retract the closure 15 from the slot 2, and 
the rope 12 will be free to travel backward 
and forward within the slot 2 as it unwinds 
from the spool. As soon as pressure is re 
moved the spring-bracket 17 will return the 
closure and the casing 1 to their normal posi 
tions and slot 2 will thus be closed. To return 
the rope to the casing, the crank 7 is rotated, 
and motion is imparted therefrom to the spool 
through gears 8 and 9. 
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It will be seen that the device is very simple 
in construction and protects the rope from in 
jury by the elements when not in use. 

In the foregoing description we have shown 
the preferred form of our invention; but we 
do not limit ourselves thereto, as we are aware 
that modifications may be made therein with 
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing. 
any of the advantages thereof, and we there 
fore reserve the right to make such changes 
and alterations as may fairly fall within the 
scope of our invention. 
Having thus fully described the invention, 

what we claim as new is 
1. The combination with a casing having a 

slot therein and a spool within the casing; of 
a slide mounted within the casing, and a spring 
supporting-bracket connected to the slide and 
casing and adapted to hold the slide normally 
in position over the slot. 

2. The combination with a casing having a 
slot in one wall thereof, and a revoluble spool 
within the casing; of a slide within the casing 
and having a notch in one edge thereof, a 
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spring supporting-bracket connected at oppo 
site ends to the casing and slide respectively, 
and adapted to hold the slide normally in po 
sition over the slot. 

3. The combination with a slotted casing 
having a spool therein, and means for rotating 
the spool; of anotched slide within the casing, 
a strap, pins connecting the strap and slide 
and slidably mounted in the casing, and a 
slotted spring-bracket secured at opposite 
ends to the casing and strap. 

4. The combination with a casing having a 
slot therein;... of a.slide, a spring-bracket se 
cured to and adapted to support the casing, 
and a strap connected to the slide and bracket, 
whereby said slide is held normally in posi 
tion over the slot by the bracket. 

In testimony whereof we affix our signa 
tures in presence of two witnesses. 

WITIAM J. CONNEEE. 
CASSUS. B. NAY. 

Witnesses: 
J. P. KRBY, 
LEE R. HALL. 
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