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(54) Foldable saw

(57)  Inafolding saw in which either the edge of the
blade, the handle or both are curved, to prevent the
edge of the blade from being exposed when blade is
folded so that the saw can be handled safely, a protec-
tive cover 4 in which the edge 1a of the blade 1 can be
nestled is placed inside the housing groove 3 of the han-
dle 2 having a semi-U-shaped cross section for housing
the blade 1. The protective cover 4 is retractable with
respect to the housing groove 3, and when the blade is
folded, projects out of the housing groove 3 and covers
the edge 1a, which may be exposed. The protective
cover 4 is preferably energized by a spring so that it cov-
ers the edge 1a whenever the blade is folded.

FIG. 1
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Description

[00G1] Saws in which the blade is pivotally attached
at its base end to the top end of a handie having a U-
shaped cross section, sc that the blade can be folded
into the handle when not in use, are known. They are
used as a pruning saw, a gardening saw or as a crafting
saw. The present invention relates to such a hand saw
where the blade can be folded into a handle (hereinafter
referred to as a "folding saw").

[0002] A conventional folding saw has a straight
blade pivotally attached by its base end to the top end of
a straight handle. When the blade is felded inte the han-
dle, the edge is completely housed within the handle,
Recently, however, saws having a concavely curved
blade A and a concavely curved edge B as shown in
FIG. 15 (a) have come into widespread use for pruning
trees. Such saws having a concavely curved blade edge
are generally called curved saws. Compared with a con-
ventional saw with a straight biade, a curved saw is less
likely to disengage from the object of cutting, so it is
easier to cut the object using such a saw.

[0003} Accordingly, a folding saw as shown in FIG.
15 having a concavely cutved edge B housed in a han-
dle C which is aiso concave in the same direction as the
edge B has been developed. Other variations of the
folding saw include those having a concave edge and a
straight handle and those combining a straight edge
with a concave handle.

[FROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION]

[o004] A folding saw combining a concavely curved
edge and a straight handle has a mildly curved form
when unfolded as shown in FIG. 15 {(a). When the blade
is folded, however, a portion of the edge, in particular,
the middle portion of the curved edge, is exposed as
shown in FIG. 15 (b). This is dangerous because this
exposed portion E can injure a finger or damage an
object while the folding saw is being carried or stored.
The edge itself can also be damaged by another object
that accidentally comes into contact with it. The present
invention is aimed at overcoming these defects inherent
in the conventiona! techniques by protecting the
exposed edge part of the blade with a protective cover.

[MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEMS]

[0005] To achieve the abiective mentioned above,
the present invention provides a protective cover which
can be pulled out or pushed into the housing groove of
the handle for housing the blade. When the blade is
foided, the protective cover housed in the housing
groove is pushed out of the housing groove so as to
cover the edge of the blade exposed from the housing
groove of the handle.

[0006] In order to ailow the protecting cover cover-
ing the edge 1a of the blade to project out of the housing
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groove, the protective cover is pivotally supported by a
pivot which is inside the housing groove and is located
near the end of the handie. The protective cover can be
revolved around the pivol so as to be retracted inte the
housing groave. In this condition, the protective cover is
energized by a spring so that it is constantly pushed into
the housing groove, and when the top end of the folded
blade pushes a portion of the protective cover between
the pivot and the bottom end of the handle, the protec-
tive cover pivotally projects out of the housing groove,
against the resiliency of the spring. In this way, when the
blade is folded, the protective cover covers the biade,
and when the blade is unfolded inteo a ready-to-cut con-
dition, the protective cover is housed inside the housing
groove,

{0007] Af the top end of the handie where the biade
is pivotally attached, a stopper is preferably provided so
that the blade is stopped at the working positicn at
which the blade is fully open for cutting objects and at
the folding positien at which the blade is tully folded, and
that the protective cover forcibly holds the blade at the
housed position at which the blade is fo{ded, against the
resiliency of the spring. More specifically, when the
blade is opened slightly, the edge becomes exposed
from the housing groove accordingly, and at the same
time, the protective cover moves towards the housing
greove, causing the edge to be further exposed. To pre-
vent this, the stopper that stops the blade at its folded
and housed position is provided so that the blade deoes
not open unintentionally while it is being carried.

[ogos] The protective cover which revolves around
the pivot at the bottom end of the handle may be
designed so that it can be pulled out of or pushed into
the housing groove by means of the force of the spring
positioned between the pivot and the middle of the han-
dle. Instead of using the spring to aliow the protective
cover to retract or emerge, the protective cover may be
provided with an opener that sticks out of the handle, sc
that the opener can be operated by a finger to allow the
protective cover to retract into or emerge from the hous-
ing groove.

[PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION)

[o009l Preferred emboditments of the present inven-
tion will now be described by reference to the accompa-
nying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal section view of an embodi-
ment of a folding saw according to the present
invention with its blade folded.

FIG. 2 is a lengitudinal section view of the same
folding saw as In FIG. 1 with its blade slightly
unfolded.

FIG. 3 is a longitudinal section view of the same
folding saw as in FIG. 1 with its blade completely
unfoided.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view taken along line 1V-
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WV of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a semi cross sectional perspective view
showing only the protective cover of the folding saw
shownin FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a partially cut front view of a folding saw in
ancther embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a partially cut front view of a folding saw in
yet another embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a partialiy cut front view of a folding saw
with its blade completely unfolded in yet another
embodiment,

FIG. ¢ is a front view of the protective cover of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a plan view of the protective cover of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is a cross sectional view taken along line
XI-Xl of FIG. g.

FIG. 12 shows cross sectional views taken along
line Xil-X|| of FIG, 8, of which (a) shows the condi-
tion in which the edge is protected, and (b) shows
the condition in which the handle is grasped
together with the protective cover after unfolding
the blade.

FiG. 13 is a front view of the folding saw shown in
FIG. 8 with its blade folded.

FIG. 14 is a longitudinal section view of a folding
saw in yet another embodiment, showing a portion
of the handle housing the protective cover.

FIG. 15 is a front view of an example cf a conven-
tional folding saw.

In the embodiments shown in FIGS. 1 1c 5, a concavely
curved biade 1 is pivotally supported by a pivot 9 at the
top end of a concavely curved handle 2. When the bfade
1 is revolved and folded, the edge 1a of the blade 1 is
housed within the housing groove 3 of the handle 2 hav-
ing a semi-U-shaped cross section. At the base end of
the blade 1, two cuts 10, 11 are formed on the circular
arc centered around the pivot 8. A stopper 12 is pro-
vided on the handle 2. The stopper 12 engages the cuts
10, 11 to held the blade 1 in a folded condition as shown
in FIG. 1 and in a ready-to-cut condition as shown in
FIG. 3, respectively. The stopper 12 is pivotally sup-
ported by a pivot 13 and biased by a spring 14 sothat a
claw 15 at its tip engages either of the cuts 10, 11. This
foldable saw can be carried, stored or otherwise han-
dled with its blade folded.

[0010] Inside the housing groove 3 of the handle 2
having a semi-U-shaped cross section, a protective
cover 4 having a semi-U-shaped cross section and
capable of housing the edge 1a of the blade 1 within its
own groove 4a from the open side is provided as shown
in FIGS. 4 and 5. The protective cover 4 revolves around
the pivot 5 located at the bottom end of the handle
within the housing groove 3. The top end of the protec-
tive cover 4 is biased by a spring 6 which is positioned
between the pivot 5 and the bottom end of the handle so
that the protective cover 4 is constantly pushed into the
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housing groove 3. At the base end of the protective
cover 4, i.e., the part closer to the bottom of the handie,
a contact surface 16 is formed. The top end of the biade
1 comes into contact with this part.

[0011] The folding saw described in FIGS. 1to 5
above operates as follows. When the blade 1 is revolved
around the top end of the handle 2 so that it is ready to
cut as shown in FIG. 3, the claw 15 of the stopper 12
provided at the top end of the handle 2 engages with the
cut 10 formed at the base end of the blade 1. At this
time, the resiliency of the spring 14 works to maintain
the engagement, and the protective cover 4 arranged
inside the housing groove 3 is pushed by the resiliency
of the spring 6 tewards the inside of the housing groove
3 so that it does not project out of the profile of the han-
dle 2.

[oo12] When the base end of the stopper 12 is
pressed from the condition shown in FIG. 3, the claw 15
is raised against the resiliency of the spring 14, disen-
gaging the stepper from the cut 10. The blade 1 can
then be revolved in the folding direction as shown in
FIG. 2. When the blade is further revolved from the con-
gition shown in FIG. 2, the top end of the blade 1 enters
into the housing groove 3 of the handle 2, and the top
end of the edge 1a comes into contact with the contact
surface 16 of the protective cover 4. As the blade 1 is
pressed deeper into the housing groove 3 of the handle,
the protective cover 4 revolves outward against the resil-
iency of the spring 6, and the tep portion projects out of
the housing groove 3 as shown in FIG. 1. The portion of
the protective cover 4 projecting out of the housing
groave 3 covers the middie portion of the edge 1athatis
not compietely housed inside the housing groove 3 of
the handle 2. In this way, it is possible to prevent the
edge of the blade frem coming into contact with and
injuring a finger or damaging an object while the saw is
being carried or otherwise handled.

{0013] In the ready-te-cut condition shown in FIG.
1, the cut 11 formed on the base end of the blade is
engaged by the claw 15 of the stopper 12, thereby lock-
ing the blade 1. In this way, the condition in which the
protective cover 4 covers the blade edge 1a is firmiy
maintained. The resiliency of the spring 6 works in the
direction {o return the proiective cover 4 to the inside of
the housing groove 3 of the handle 2. The protective
cover 4 acts on the blade via the contact surface 16 to
open the blade, but because a locking device, i.e., the
stopper, is provided, the ready-to-cut condition in which
the blade is folded is stably maintained despite the resil-
iency of the spring 6.

[oo14] FiG. 6 shows an embodiment of a folding
saw combining a concavely curved blade 1 and a
straight handle 2. As in the previously described
embodiment, this embodiment also includes a protec-
tive cover 4 inside the housing groove 3 of the handle 2
having a semi-U-shaped cross section. FIG. 6 {(a)
shows a ready-to-cut condition in which the blade 1 is
unfolded, and FIG. 6 (b) shows a ready-to-carry condi-



5 EP 1086 770 A2 6

tion in which the blade 1 is folded. The movement cf the
protective cover is similar to that in the above embodi-
ment. As shown in FIG. 6 (b}, the protective cover,
which is designed to ravolve inside the housing groove,
covers a portion of the blade 1, more specifically, the
portion of the concavely curved edge 1athat is exposed
from the housing groove 3 of the straight handie 2.

[a015] FIG. 7 shows yet another embodiment of a
folding saw combining a blade 1 having a straight edge
{a and a concavely curved handie 2. This embodiment
also includes a protective cover 4 inside the housing
groove 3 of the handle 2 having a semi-U-shaped cross
section a&s in the previously described embodiments.
FIG. 7 (a) shows the ready-to-cut condition in which the
blade 1 is unfolded, and FIG. 7 (b) shows the ready-to-
carry condition in which the btade 1 is foided. The move-
ment of the protective cover is similar to that previousty
explained with respect to FIGS. 1to 3. As shown in FIG.
7 (), the protective cover, which is provided inside the
concavely curved housing groove, covers a portion of
the biade 1, more specifically, the portion of the straight
edge 1a that is exposed from the housing groove 3 of
the concavely curved handle 2.

[0018] The embodiment shown in FIGS. 8 to 13
also includes a protective cover inside the housing
groove 3 of the handie 2, as in the embodiments shown
in FIGS. 1 to 7, and this protective cover revolves
around the pivot 5 which is positionaed close to the bot-
tom end af the handle. What makes this embodiment
different from the other emhodiments is that a spring 7
is provided at a position between the pivot 5 and the
middie of the handle 2, and this spring 7 acts on the pro-
tective cover 4 housed inside the housing groove 3 so
that the protective cover 4 is constantly pushed out-
wards from the housing groove 3. Because of this, when
the blade 1 unfolded, the protective cover 4 projects out
of the housing groove of the handle 2 as indicated by
the two-dot chain lines in FIG. 8. When the blade 1 is
folded towards the handle 2 from the condition shown in
FIG. B, the edge 1afirst comes into contact with the pro-
tective cover 4, then enters the protective cover groove
4a, and in that condition, pushes the protective cover 4
into'the housing groove 3. As such, when the blade is
completely folded as shown in FIG. 13, the protective
cover is constantly energized 1o cover the edge 1a of
the biade, making it safe to carry.

(G017} On the other hand, when the blade shown in
FIG. 8§ is unfolded and ready to cut, the protective caver
4 projects out of the profile of the handie 2, posing an
obstacle when one grabs the handle. To lessen this
inconvenience, the embodiment shown in FIG., 8
employs a special shape for the protective cover 4. Spe-
cifically, the protective cover 4, which revolves around
the pivot 5, comprises a narrow part 4b which enters the
housing groove 3 and dees not affect the holding of the
handle 2 and a wide part 4¢ which projects out of the
housing groove 3. As shown in FIG. 11, the cross sec-
tion of the outside of the wide part 4¢ (the lower half in
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FIG. 11) has a cross section that forms a continuous
profile with the cross section of the handle 2.

[0018] When the blade 1 is folded in a ready-to-
carry cendition as shown in FIG. 12 (a), the edge 1a of
the blade enters intc the groove da of the protective
cover 4. This condition is maintained by the resiliency of
the spring 7. When the handle 2 is grasped with the
blade 1 in its ready-to-cut condition and the protective
cover 4 projecting, the narrow part 4b of the protective
cover 4 is pushed inside the housing groove of the han-
dle against the resiliency cf the spring 7. In this condi-
tion, the wide part 4¢c comes into close contact with the
handle 2 as shown in FIG. 12 (b), forming an easy-te-
grasp shape in combination with the handle.

[0019] In all of the embodiments described above,
the protective cover 4 is activated by a spring. But the
protective cover need not be acted on by a spring as
long as it is capable of covering the edge part of the
blade, The embodiment shown in FIG. 14 includes a
protective cover which is revolvable around the pivot 5
and equipped with an opener 8. One can operate the
opener to pull cut the protective cover 4 from the hous-
ing greove 3. Specifically, the opener 8 projects from the
bottom-of-the-handie side of the pivot 5. Preferably, the
handie 2 is provided with an engagement protrusion 17
facing the housing groove 3, and the protective cover 18
is provided with an engagement protrusion 18 for
engaging with the engagement protrusion 17 so that the
protrusions form a click mechanism that maintaing the
protective cover in the housing groove or in the pro-
jected condition.

[Effects of the Invention]

[0020] According to the felding saw of the invention
described in claim 1, in which either the edge of the
blade, the handle or both are curved in a concave
shape, the edge part that is exposed from the housing
groove of the handle when the blade is folded is covered
by a protective cover. A felding saw equipped with such
a protective cover is safe because the edge of the blade
cannot injure the holder while being carried. In addition
to protecting the holder, this folding saw has the effect of
preventing the edge from accidentally coming into con-
fact with and damaging other objects or, conversely,
teing damaged by such centact.

{oa21] According o the invention described in claim
2, the protective cover attached to the handle is con-
stantly housed inside the housing groove of the handle,
without posing an obstacle when holding the handle.
When the blade is folded, the protective cover is pro-
jected against the resiliency of the spring, thereby firmly
protecting the edge part of the blade.

f0022] According to the invention described in claim
3, the folded condition in which a part of the bfade
presses a part of the protective cover against the resil-
iency of the spring is firmly maintained, completely elim-
inating the possibility that the blade will open slightly
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due to the resiliency of the spring and expesing the
blade edge.

[0023] According to the invention described in claim
4, the blade is folded until eventually the protective
cover is pressed against the edge of the blade due to
the resiliency of the spring, when the edge of the blade
is completely covered by the protective cover, so that a
condition in which the edge of the blade is inadvertently
exposed can be prevented.

[0024] According te the invention described in claim
5, the holder of the saw can choose to have the edge of
the blade covered or to leave it uncovered. Moreover,
because no spring is used inside the handle, the con-
struction is simple, and it is possible to provide a folding
saw equipped with a protective cover cheaply.

Claims

1. A folding saw comprising a blade (1) and & handle
(2), in which either the edge (1a) of the blade (1),
the handle (2) or both are curved in a concave
shape, and the base end of the blade (1) is pivotally
attached to the top end of the handle (2) having a
semi-U-shaped cross section so that the blade (1)
can be rotated in such a way that at least a portion
of the edge (1a) of the blade {1} housed in the U-
shaped housing groove (3) of the handle {2),
characterized in that
a protective cover (4) is housed inside the housing
groove (3) of the handle (2) for housing the blade
(1), said protective cover {4) being retractable with
respect fo the housing groove (3), and when the
blade is folded, the protective cover (4) projects out
of the housing groove (3) of the handie (2}, thereby
covering the portion of the edge 1a of the btade (1)
that is exposed from the housing groove (3).

2. Afolding saw described in claim 1, in which the pro-
tective cover housed inside the housing groove (3)
of the handle (2) can be retracted into the housing
groove (3) by rotating around a pivot (5) located at
the bottom end of the handle, and is biased by a
spring (6) positioned between the pivot (5) and the
bottom end of the handle so that the protective
cover (4) is constantly housed in the housing
groove (3), and when the top end of the folded
blade (1) pushes against a portion of the protective
cover (4) between the pivot (5) and the bottom end
of the handle, the protective cover (4) pivotally
projects out of the housing groove (3}, against the
resiliency of the spring (6) so that the cover is
pushed into the housing groove (3), thereby caus-
ing the cover to cover the edge (1a) of the blade (1).

3. Afolding saw described in claim 2 further provided
with a stopper for stopping the blade (1), which is
pivotally attached to the top end of the handle (2), at
the working position at which the blade is fully open
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and ready to cut and at the felding position at which
the blade is fully folded, so as to forcibly hold the
blade at the housed position at which the blade is
folded, against the resiliency of the spring () of the
protective cover (4).

A folding saw described in claim 1, in which the pro-
tective cover housed inside the housing groove (3)
of the handle {2) can be retracted into the housing
groove (3) by revolving around a pivot (5) located at
the bottom end of the handle, and is biased by a
spring (7) positicned between the pivot (5) and the
middle of the handie so that the protective cover (4)
projects outwards from the housing groove (3),
thereby covering the edge (1a) in such a way that
the protective cover (4) is pressed against the
folded blade (1}.

A folding saw described in claim 1, in which the pro-
tective cover housed inside the housing groove (3)
of the handle (2) can be retracted into the housing
groove (3) by revolving arcund a pivot (5) located at
the bottom end of the handle, and an opener (B)
projecting out of the handle is provided on a portion
of the protective cover so that the protective cover
(4} can be pulled out or pushed into the housing
groove (3) by hand.
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