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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Grorce W. Branx, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Wilkinsburg, in the county of Al-
legheny and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Ilag Holding and Stretching De-
vices, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawing.

This invention is an improvement upon
the flag holding and stretching devices dis-
closed in my Patent No. 975,114, eranted
February 8th, 1910, and my allowed appli-
cation filed July "Sth, 1910, Serial No.
571,004, allowed January 18th, 1911.

Besides having the same objects in view
as disclosed in the above patent and appli-
cation for patent, the purpose of the present
Invention is to simplify the construction of
the device to that extent as to permit of its
use in connection with various kinds of flags
and at a cost that does not necessarily in-
crease the selling price of an ordinary flag.

A further purpose of this invention is to
provide a flag holding and stretching device
that can be easily made of wire and ar-
ranged to support a flag at half mast.

I attain the above objects by a mechanical
construction that will be hereinafter specifi-
cally described and then claimed, and refer-
ence will now be had to the drawing, where-
in there are illustrated the preferred em-
bodiments of the invention, but it is to be
understood that the devices shown in the
drawing are susceptible to such chanrges and
modifications as fall within the scope of the
appended claims.

In the drawing :—Figure 1 is an elevation
of a flag-staff or pole provided with the
holding and stretching device, Fig. 2 is an
enlarged side elevation of the upper end of
the device, Fig. 8 is a plan of the same,
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the upper
end of the device, Fig. 5 is a side elevation
of the upper end of a modified form of de-
vice, Fig. 6 is a plan of the same, I'ig. Tis a
perspective view of the upper end of the
modified form of device, Fig. 8 is a side ele-
vation of a further modified form of device,
Fig. 9 is a plan of the same, and Iig. 10 is
an elevation of the upper end of still an-
other modification of the invention.

Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views.

The reference numeral 1 denotes the base
and lower portion of a flag pole or staff, and
hinged or pivotally connected to the upper
end of the lower portion thereof is a f{)ag
pole or stafl 3, which can be easily lowered
upon the roof 4 of a building, the pole being
maintained in a vertical position by a pin
5 extending through apertured Ings 6 and 7
carried by the lower end of the pole 3 and
the upper end of the lower section 1 re-
spectively. The apertured Ings 6 and 7
and the pin 5 constitute means for maintain-
ing the pole located in a vertical position
and any other suitable device can be used
for this purpose.

8 and 8* denote pins detachably mounted
transversely in the pole 3 at the upper end
thereof, the ends of the pins protruding
from the pole and these pins are detachable
whereby they can be removed and placed in
openings 9 in the pole for supporting the
flag holding and stretching device at half
mast,

10 denotes the lower loop end of a vertical
rod 11, the loop 10 being at right angles to
the rod 11 whereby it can loosely encircle
the pole 3 and rest upon the ends of the
pin 8* with the vertical rod 11 in parallelism
with said pole. The upper end of the rod
is bent outwardly, as at 12, downwardly, as
at 13 to form a looped member 14, the end
of the member extending rearwardly over
the top of the rod 11 and provided with a
loop 15 adapted to loosely encircle the pole 3
above the pin 8.

16 denotes an arm having the inner end
thereof bent to provide an oblong loop 17.
The loop 17 is adapted to engage the looped
member 14 and hold the arm 16 at right
angles to the rod 11 or at an acute angle
thereto, said looped member 14 being pro-
vided with notches or grooves 18 in one side
thereof to receive one side of the loop, as
best shown in Fig. 4. The rear end of the
loop 17 is adapted to rest upon the upper
bent end 12 of the rod 11 under the end 19
of the looped member 14, and the narrow
portion of the loop 17 can be easily sprung
into engagement with the member 14 where.
by the side 20 of the loop 17 will engage in
one of the notches 18, the upper notch sup-
porting the arm at right angles to the rod
11, and the lower notch supporting the arm
16 at an acute angle relatively to the rod,
such an angle being necessary for pennants.

Connected to the rod 11 by suitable hold-

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

2

fast devices 21 is the vertical edge of a flag
92, and similar hold-fast devices 23 are em-
ployed for holding the upper edge of the
flag in engagement with the arm 16. The
hold-fast devices 23 are of a conventional
form consisting of clamps that encircle the
rod 11 and the arm 16, the ends of the
clamps being clenched or locked together
upon the flag. The clamps form no part of
this invention and any suitable form of
hold-fast devices can be employed for at-
taching the flag to the rod and arm.

In Figs. 5 to 7 inclusive there is illus-
trated a modification of the invention,
wherein the upper end of the rod 11 is bent
outwardly, as at 24 and bent to form super-
imposed sockets 25, the end of the rod ter-
minating in a vertical eye 26 and the loop
15. The arm 16 has the inner end thereof
provided with an eye 27 adapted to engage
in the eye 26 with the arm 16 resting in one
of the sockets 25, said arm being sprung
into the socket.

Another modification of the invention is
shown in Figs. 8 and 9 of the drawing,
wherein the eye 27 of the arm 16 is connected
to the looped member 14 of the rod 11 by

a bolt 28 and a winged thumb-nut 29, and’

it is in this modification of the invention
that the arm 16 can be set at any desired
angle.

Tn Fig. 10 the pole 3 is provided with a
screw eye 30 and the end of the looped mem-
ber 14 terminates in a depending pin 31
adapted to engage in the screw eye 30, the
use of the screw eye 30 obviating the ne-
cessity of providing the pins 8 and 8 and
the loops 10 and 15.

From the foregoing it will be observed
that I have devised simple and effective
means for allowing a flag to swing around
a pole without becoming furled or wound
thereon, the entire surface of the flag being
displayed whereby any insignia or matter
upon the flag can be easily read. It is ob-
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vious that the flag pole can be easily lowered
when it is desired to place the flag at half
mast or to adjust the arm 16 relatively to
the rod 11.

What T claim is:—

1. In a flag holder, a pole, a rod having
looped ends movably mounted upon said
pole, a looped member carried by the upper
end of said rod and having notches in one
side thereof, and an arm having a looped
end adjustably connected to sald member
and adapted to engage in said notches, and
a flag attached to said rod and to said arm.

9. Tn a flag holder a pole, a rod connected
with the pole and bent at a point above its
lower end to provide a loop disposed in
a vertical plane, an arm adjustably con-
nected with the loop of said rod, said rod
provided with means for supporting said
arm in its adjusted position, and a flag at-
tached to the rod and to said arm.

3. In a flag holder, a pole, a rod adapted
to be connected with the pole and having a
looped upper end, said loop having notches
in one side thereof, and an arm connected
to the upper end of the rod and adapted to
engage in said notches, and a flag attached
to said rod and said arm.

4. A flag holder comprising a vertically-
disposed rod adapted to be connected to a
pole, said rod having its upper portion bent
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to provide a loop disposed 1n a vertical plane -

said loop being free of the pole, an arm
connected with the looped upper portion of

said rod, a flag attached to said rod and to; 80

said arm, and means whereby said arm can”

be supported from the looped end of said
rod at various inclinations.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE W. BLANK.
Witnesses:

Max H. Srorovirz,
Curistiva T. Hoob.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”




