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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICK.

JAMES W. CAMPBELL, OF GERMANTOWN, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO FERG—USON BROS,
M¥G. CO.,, OF HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY, A CORPORATION OF NEW JERSEY.

KNOCKDOWN DESK.

968,920.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jases W. CamppreLL, a
citizen of the United States, and resident of
Germantown, in the county of Columbia and
State of New York, have invented a new and
useful Knockdown Desk, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to a knock-down
desk, with the object in view of providing a
simple and inexpensive desk which may be
conveniently folded for shipment or storage
and which may be unfolded to form a stable
and convenient desk for general use.

A practical embodiment of my invention
is represented in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which-—

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the desk as.

it appears when set up for use, Fig. 2 is a
view of the same in front elevation, Fig. 3
is a view of the same in side elevation, Kig.
4 is a view of the same in side elevation fold-
ed, Fig. 5 is a view in top plan folded, Fig.
6 1s a vertical section in the plane of the
line A—A of Fig. 2, and Fig. 7 is a similar
section showing the parts folded.

The fixed frame of the desk consists of
two uprights 1 and 2 connected with the top
by a slat 3 set edgewise vertically and two
slats 4 and 5 extending forwardly from the
slat 3 at the upper and lower portions there-
of, forming, together with the slat 8, a hous-

-ing for the reception of the paper holder.

At the lower portion some distance above the
f(yt of the uprights, the said uprights 1 and
27are connected by a cross slat 6 set verti-
cally and a narrow cross slat 7 projecting
forwardly from the lower end of the slat 6.

On the outer faces and mnear the upper
ends of the uprights 1 and 2, a pair of fold-
ing legs are pivoted, the said legs being de-
noted.-by 8 and 9. Their lower ends are in-
tended to swing forward into the position
shown in Figs. 3 and 6 when the desk is un-
folded, and back into the position shown in
TFigs. 4, 5 and 7, when the desk is folded.

A book shelf, consisting of two sections
10 and 11, hinged together at 12,-is pivot-
ally secured to the frame, the section 10 be-
tween the uprights 1 and 2 and the section
11 between the legs 8 and 9. When the desk
is unfolded for use, the sections 10 and 11
of the book-shelf rest in a horizontal plane
and when the parts are folded, the hinged
edges of the sections 10 and 11 may be
moved upwardly, causing the lower face of
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the section 11 to fold onto the lower face of
the section 10 and the two sections to swing
into a housed position between the uprights
11 and 2 against the slat 6 above the cross
slat 7.

The desk table, denoted by 183, is support-
ed at its back edges on a pair of links 14, 15,
the said links being pivoted at their lower
ends to the inner faces of the uprights 1 and
2 and at their upper ends to the opposite
ends of the table 13 near its back edge. The
front edge of the table 13 is supported, when
untolded, by a pair of links 16, 17, pivoted
at their upper ends to the inner faces of the
uprights 1 and 2 and at their lower ends to
the opposite end of the table 13 some dis-
tance forward of the position where the
links 14, 15, are secured. When in unfolded
position for use, the back edge of the table
13 projects under the cross slat 5 and is lim-
ited so far as rearward movement is con-
cerned by the walls of a pen and pencil box
18 fixed to the top of the table 13 near its
back edge. '

The paper rack is denoted by 19 and rests
at its lower end on the cross'slat 5. It is
capable of being folded back against the
slat 3 or tilted forward so that access may
be had to its top by means of a pair of
bracket arms 20, 21, which are conveniently
made of thin brass and are secured at their
rear ends to the front face of the slat 8 and
occupy positions in close contact with the
opposite ends of the rack 19, the forward
ends of the said bracket arms 21 having a
hook in which pins 22 on the opposite ends
of the rack engage to keep the rack from
tilting forwardly too far. I preferably
make the bottom of the paper rack 19 on
an incline so that it will rest flatly on the
slat 5 when it is tilted forward for use al-
though this is not necessary. I also prefer
to shorten the paper rack sufficiently to pro-
vide a space 23, see Fig. 1, at one end for
the Jocation of an ink well.

In operation, assuming the parts to be in
the position shown in Fig. 6, the desk may
be folded into position for shipment or stor-
age by lifting up on the front edge of the
table 13 thereby causing the link 17 to swing
inwardly and the link 15 to swing out-
wardly and downwardly as shown in dotted
lines Fig. 6 and finally swinging the table
13 flatwise rearwardly between the uprights
1 and 2, as shown in Fig. 7, the paper rack
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19 being in the meantime pushed back by
the table with its back wall flat against the
front face of slat 8. Tn this position, the
table 13 may be locked by means of a snap
spring 24 provided with a tooth or pin 25
arranged to engage a retaining plate 26 on
the front edge of the table. The legs 8 and
9 may then be folded back as already de-
scribed into the position shown in Fig. 7, the
whole desk occupying when so folded a thick-
ness equal to the width of the uprights 1
and 2. When the desk is to be unfolded for
use, the parts are manipulated in the oppo-
site direction, the whole operation taking but
a momient’s time either to fold or unfold.

What I claim is:—

1. A knockdown desk comprising up-
rights connected by cross-slats, the said up-
rights forming the back legs of the desk, a
projection extending forward from a cross
slat at the upper portion of the uprights, a
table, a pair of links pivoted to the uprights
and to which the inner edge of the table is
pivoted, a pair of links pivoted to the up-
rights and to the free ends of which the table
is pivoted at a point forward from the point
where it is pivoted to the aforesaid links,
and a pair of legs pivoted at their upper
ends to the uprights and connected with the
uprights near their lower ends by hinged
sections, the projection from the cross slat
forming a retaining stop for the back end
of the table when in position for use and the
links being pivoted to the uprights at such
points with respect to the table that the
latter may swing downwardly at its rear
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end and upwardly at its forward end and
then bodily rearwardly back into position
between the uprights.

9. A knockdown desk comprising uprights 4
connected by cross slats, a projection ex-
tending forwardly from the upper cross
slat, a paper holder movably supported in
forwardly tilting position on said forwardly
extending projection and projecting beyond 45
the same, a table connected to said uprights
by pairs of links, one pair being pivoted to
the rear portion of the table and to the up-
rights below the said forward projection and
the other pair being pivoted to the central 59
portion of the table and to the uprights
above said forward projection, whereby the
rear edge of the table may be swung down-
wardly and the forward edge upwardly and
then bodily backward, tilting the paper 55
holder back against the cross slat as the table
rveaches its folded position between the up-
rights, the said uprights forming back legs ™
for the desk and a pair of front legs pivoted
to the uprights at their upper ends and con- go
nected with the uprights intermediate of
their upper and lower ends by a hinged con-
nection, whereby they may be folded into
the transverse plane of the uprights.

In testimony, that I claim the foregoing 65
as my invention, I have signed my named in
presence of two witnesses, this eighteenth
day of March 1909.

JAMES W. CAMPBELL.

Witnesses:

. Guorce Barry,
C. L. LuNDGREN.
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