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The present invention relates to a massaging 
table and more particularly to a device for me 
chanically maSSaging the spine of a patient. 
Massaging with a device according to the pres 

ent invention not only provides a more vigorous 
and rythmical action than may be provided man 
ually, but also after initial adjustment, leaves 
the masseur free to perform other work, 
An object of the invention is to provide me 

chanical apparatus for massaging the spine of 
a patient. : 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
maSSaging apparatus for maSSaging a patien 
with an undulating action. ', 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide apparatus for reciprocating kneading 
'members for a massaging table providing them 
as a group with an undulating action. 
These and other objects residing in the ar 

rangement, combination and construction of the 
parts will be apparent from the following speci 
fication when taken with the accompanying drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of apparatus accord 
ing to the present invention, having parts broken 
away to show details of the operation mechanism, 

Fig. 2 is a plan View of the apparatus, 
- Fig. 3 is a partial Section on the line III-III 
of Fig. 1, illustrating the reciprocating mecha 

30. nism for the kneading members, 
Fig. 4 is a partial vertical section correspond 

ing to a portion of Fig. 3, disclosing an alterna 
tive form of kneading member, 
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- Fig. 5 is a plan view of a portion of an alternar 
tive form of apparatus according to the present 
invention, and 

Fig. 6 is a section on the line WI-VI of Fig. 5. 
Referring particularly to the drawings, the 

reference character indicates a side frame 
member of which there are two. Suitably tied. 
to the side frame members by bars 2 is an end 
frame member 3. Pivotally supported from the 
side frame members by a shaft 4 is a table 
frame 5 to the top of which is secured a table 
pad 6. The table frame 5 is connected to the 
end frame 3 by suitable tilting mechanism T for 
tilting the table frame 5 about the shaft 4 as may be desired. 
As shown particularly in Figs. 2 and 3, the 

table pad 6 and the table frame 5 are provided 
with an opening 8 extending longitudinally of 
the table and through wihch project a plurality 
of kneading members 9 guided for vertical re 
ciprocating in a direction Substantially normal 
to the Surface of the table in sleeves O. The 
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20 are disposed and pivoted by pins 22. 
clearance between the ends of the members: 9 

sleeves O are connected as by Welding, for in 
stance, to a bar. I supported at its opposite ends 
by ears 2 connected by bolts 3 to cross-bars 
4, only one of the cross bars 14 and bar ends being shown. 
Each of the kneading members 9 is provided 

with a body contacting area, 5 directly con 
nected to a kneading member portion 6 threaded 
for adjusting the height of the areas 5 with re 
spect to the top of the table pad 6. The ad 
justment is provided by knurled nuts 7, thread 
ed on the portions 6, resting on the tops of the 
members 9. The kneading members 9 are ar 
ranged in a plurality of pairs, the members of 
each pair being aligned transversely of the table 
top 6. The lower ends of each pair of kneading 
members 9 are connected together by a link 20. 
The specific connection between the kneading 
members 9 and each link 20 consists of a pair 
of ears 2 at the lower end of each member 9 
between which the ends respectively of the link 

The 

and the link 20 is very small so that only a small 
amount of pivoting action between the kneading 
members 9 and the link 20 is possible. 
Each link 20 is provided with an arcuate slot 

23 in which is disposed a pin 24 mounted at the 
end of a lever 25, each lever 25 being pivoted 
about a shaft 26 suitably supported at one end 
in a bracket 27 and in the other end in a bracket 
28 disclosed particularly in Fig. 1. Each lever 
25 is-actuated by an eccentric 29 having an ad 
justable connecting rod 30 pivoted to the oppo 
site end of its lever 25 from the pin 24. The 
eccentrics 29 are actuated by a driven shaft 3 
journaled in the brackets 27 and 28 and driven 
by a motor, not shown, supported in the housing 
32 disclosed in Fig.1. As disclosed in Fig. 1 each 
eccentric 29 is suitably adjusted with respect to 
the shaft 3 so that in any one instant the areas 
5 of the kneading members 9 provide as a group 
an undulating surface and as the shaft 3 is 
rotated to reciprocate the kneading members 9, 
the kneading members 9 as a group are given 
an undulating movement. However, it is to be 
understood that any desired adjustment may be 
given to the eccentrics 29. Enclosing the eccen 
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trics 29, shafts 26 and 3i and associated struc 
ture beneath the table frame 5 is a sheet metal 
housing 32. V 

At the end of the opening 8 through which the 
kneading members 9 project, adjacent the end 
of the table pad 6, there is provided on the table 
pad 6 a pillow 35 for the head of the patient 

  



2 
disposed on the table pad 6 and at each side of 
the longitudinal center line of the table pad 6 
there are provided shoulder supports 36 adjust 
able longitudinally of the table by clamps 37 so 
that the position of the body of a patient on the 
table may be adjusted longitudinally with respect 
to the kneading members 9 and the patient held 
against sliding from the table pad 6 when the 
table is tilted by the mechanism . The shoulder 
supports 36 are provided with shoulder contacting 
pads 45, which may or may not be pivotally 
mounted, as desired. r In operation, when a patient has been disposed. 
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On the table pad 6 and the table has been given." 
its correct inclination about the shaft. by means. 
of the tilting mechanism 7, the shaft 3, is rotated 
to actuate the eccentrics 29. It will be observed 
that the body contacting areas 5, Qf the knead. 

the place of the two inner body Contacting areas 
5, it will be understood that the apparatus may 
be operated to provide the kneading members 9 
with an undulating motion or with any other 
motion desired, as above described. 
Having thus described my invention, what II 

desire to secure by Letters Patent and claim is: 
1. A massaging apparatus comprising an elon 

gated reclining table for receiving a patient and 
said table having an elongated opening in its 
middle, throughout a portion of its length, a plu 
rality of pairs of upright bearing sleeves arranged 
in a spaced series along the length of the open 
ing and with the sleeves of each pair spaced apart 
and aligned transversely within the opening, a 
kneading member for each of said bearing sleeves 

ing members 9 are slightly spaced so that the 
members 5 of each pair of kneading members 9 
are disposed on opposite sides of the patient's 
Spine. The exact spacing for the areas 5, will 
be understood by the practitioner. As the shaft 
3f rotates the eccentrics reciprocate. the kneading 
members 9 vertically to massage the spine of the 
patient, on the table and due to the adjustment 
Qia. She eccentrics 29, the pressure of the areas 5 
against the body of the patient will cyclically 
shift, from one part of the spine of the patient 
to another. It, will be understood that the in 
tensity of the massaging may be varied by ad 
justing the lengths, of the threaded portions 6 
and that also the character of the massaging may 
be varied by appropriate adjustments of the ec 
centrics. 29, should a change in the character of 
assaging be, desired, . . . . . . . . . . . . 
An alternative form of kneading member is 

disclosed in Fig. 4. In this form the tubular 
kneading members, 38 are slidably supported in 
the guiding tubes, 0 in the same nanner as, are 
the kheading members 9 supported. The knead 
ing members 38, are provided with spindles. 39 on 
the top of which are disposed body contacting 
areas 40. The spindles, 39. are resiliently pro 
jected from the tubularkneading member por 
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45. 
tions 38 by springs, 4 ft with the result that, as the 
body contacting areas. 49 engage with the body 
of a patient on the table, they resiliently yield 
against the action of the Springs 4. 
In Figs., 4 and 5 is disclosed an embodiment of 

may invention wherein an alternative form of 
kneading: structure i? employed... According to 
this embodiment, the last pair of kneading areas 
5 in the direction of the center of the table are 
replaced by: a single: padi 46, supported in a metal 55 
frame 47. The frame 47 is provided with two 
pairs of downwardly projecting ears 48. Between 
each pair of ears 48 is pivoted by a pin 49 a flat 
t?n?d end p?rtion 50 ofone of the end kneading 
members 6. When the pad 46 is employed in 60 

provided with a stem slidably received in the 
: bearing and having a head-like body contacting 
area at its upper end, a link connected across 
between the lower ends of each pair of kneading 
members, a shaft extending longitudinally be 
neath the table, levers, rockably, mounted upon 
said shaft adjacent to each pair of kneading 
members, a connection from one end of each lever 
to the middle portion of the link connecting the 
adjacent pair of kneading members, a rotatable 
drive shaft, a plurality of eccentrics on said drive 
shaft, and connections, from said eccentrics, to the 
several rocking levers. - . . . . 2. A. maSSaging . aggaratlas çOmprisiag . ah, elon 
gated reclining table having an elongated open 
ing in its middle throughout a portion of its 
leggth, a plurality of Supports mounted trans 
versely across said opening in a spaced series, a 
pai: of guide sleeves carried in upright disposi 
tion and in Spaced relation by each of said, trans 
verse Supports, a kneading member for each of 
said guide sleeves having a stem portion slidable 
in the upright, sleeve and being provided at its 
upper end with a body contacting area, links con 
necting transversely, between the lower ends of 
the stems of each of said kheading members and 
said links provided in their middle portions with 
slotted openings, a shaft mounted and extending 
longitudinally beneath the table, a plurality of 
FQcking levers, mounted on said shaft, with the 
opposite ends thereof extending laterally, said 
locking levers being spaced , along the shaft in 
positions corresponding to the spacing of the 
pairs of kneading members, and correspondiag 
levers having one end movably connected in the 
slot of the link of the adjacent pair of kneading 
members, a rotatable operatingshaft extending 
longitudinally beneath the table, a plurality of 
eccentries agjustably mounted ora, said operating 
shaft in Spacing corresponding substantially to 
the Spacing of the pairs of kneading members, 
and connections frong said eccentrics, to the re 
maining end of the adjacent rocking lever. HENRY, O.PETERSEN 

  


