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3 Claims. (Cl. 240-2) 
1. 

This invention relates to an electrically lighted 
wall Switch-plate. 
An object of this invention is the production 

of an automatic safety iight and pilot-indicator 
in the form of a novel plate designed for applica 
tion over standard wall type toggle or push-but 
ton light switches. It incorporates a low-Watt 
age neon bulb or glow lamp which is so con 
nected that it lights automatically when the 
light controlled by the switch itself is turned off 
and goes off when the switch is turned on. 
Another object of the invention is the con 

struction of a novel device which presents a com 
bination of novel features. The first of the Said 
featured advantages is that the light emitting 
from the switch-plate is sufficient not only to 
indicate the position or whereabouts of the 
switch in an otherwise dark room, but also pro 
vides a degree of illumination which enables a 
person entering the room from a dark area, or 
arising from sleep within the room, to distin 
guish objects or obstacles therein, or to deter 
mine the confines of the room itself, with Sufi 
cient clarity to avoid collision with such ob 
stacles, objects or confines. The second of these 
features is that there is no aperture, grille Or 
transparent insert of any kind in the plate 
through which the light from the neon bulb or 
glow lamp passes in providing the illumination 
described above. - - - - - - - - - - - 

from direct view, exposure or accessibility by vir 
tue of being encased entirely beneath and en 
closed by the outer surface of the plate, which is 
specially shaped to provide a cavity, accessible 
only from the back of said plate. The light from : 
the bulb is thus softened or diffused through the 
semi-transparent material of which the plate is 
made, the plate being thin enough on the lower 
part of the reflector portion to permit light from 
the bulb or glow lamp to be transmited over the 
face of said plate, below the reflector portion. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

my invention comprises certain novel construc 
tions, combinations and arrangements of parts 
as will be hereinafter fully described, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings, and more pare 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view in front elevation of a wall 

SWitch-plate constructed in accordance With the 
present invention, 

Figure 2 is a diagram, showing a rear perspec 
tive view of the switch plate and a perspective 
view of a common type of wall switch, all con 
nected in electric circuit. 

Instead the bulb is protected : 
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Figure 3 is a vertical, central sectional view of 

the switch plate in its applied position upon a 
Wall SWitch. - 

Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view, taken 
on line 4-4, Fig. 3, and looking in the direction 
of the arrows. 

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view, taken on 
line 5-5, Fig. 3, and looking in the direction of 
the arrows. 

Fig. 6 is a rear view in elevation of the switch 
plate, with the detachable parts removed. 

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary rear view in eleva 
tion of the switch-plate, showing part of the 
detachable elements thereon. 

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view, taken on 
line 8-8, Fig. 7, and looking in the direction of 
the arrowS. 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the supporting 
element or plate. w 

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the retainer 
element or plate. 

Referring to the drawings, in which I have 
shown the preferred embodiment of my inven 
tion, designates a wall in which the stand 
ard wall Switch. 2 is positioned. Attached by 
screws 3 to wall switch 2 is my improved and 
novel Switch-plate 4. 
The switch-plate 4 is preferably provided with 

two reinforcing ribs 5 on its back. The wall 
SWitch-plate 4 is provided with a semi-trans 
parent outwardly and downwardly extending re 
flecting bulged portion 6 (Fig. 1), in which is 
formed an upper cavity or recess (Fig. 6) and 
a lower cavity or recess 8. These two recesses 
and 8 are divided by a horizontal partition 0, 

which at its left-hand end terminates short of 
the left-hand end of the recesses for the purpose 
of receiving the wire (Fig. 9). 
The upper part of the outwardly-bulged non 

perforated integral portion 6 is much thicker in 
cross section than the lower part thereof. In 
other words, the lower part of the outwardly 
bulged portion is thinner than the upper part. 
Consequently, the lower part of the outwardly 
bulged portion is a light transmitting area while 
the upper part thereof transmits light to a lesser 
extent. v. . . . . 

A Supporting plate 2, of any suitable material, 
has mounted thereon a glow lamp or neon bulb 
3 and a resistor element 4. When the term 

'plate' is used in this Specification and claims, 
I do so in a broad sense, meaning any unit or 
element of the same novel construction and de 
sired material, as specified in this case. The 
resistor element 4 fits into the upper recess 7, 



3 
and the neon bulb 3 fits into the lower recess 8 
when plate 2 is in position on the switch-plate 
4. Two upper inner lugs 5 extend downwardly 
contiguous to recess 7, and two lower inner lugs 
5 extend upwardly, contiguous to the lower 

receSS 8 (Fig. 6). The supporting plate 2 is of 
sufficient flexibility to be Snapped under lugs 5 
and 5, whereby the plate 2, as well as the parts 
Carried thereby, are held securely in position 
against accidental displacement. 
The inside of the switch-plate 4 is also provided 

With a horizontal transverse reinforcing rib 6that 

0. 

is made of two parts, with the screw-receiving 
aperture between the inner ends of the parts, 
Fig. 6. On this two-part reinforcing rib 6, there 
are two upstanding lugs 8; these lugs will also 
be known as the lower outer lugs. Two upper 
lugs 18 are formed on the switch-plate, and 
these lugs extend downwardly. Wertical rein 
forcing ribs S are above the two-part reinforcing 
rib 6; these ribs efficiently hold the ends of the 
retaining plate 2 (Fig. 10) in place when said 
retaining plate is in position upon the switch 
plate. This retaining plate 20 is preferably of 
Substantially a U-shaped structure. The retain 
ing plate 28 is Sprung into position behind re 
taining lugs 8 and 8a, as shown in Fig. 7. Po 
Sitioned between plate 2 and plate 2 is a fibre 
cover sheet 2, Fig. 8; this cover sheet protects 
the Outer face of the Supporting plate 2. 

It is to be understood that the retainer plate 
20 rests near its end upon the reinforcing ribs 
19, making a secure support for said retainer 
plate, as a Snug fit is obtained thereby. 

Referring to Fig. 2, 22 designates the line to 
the resistor, from the terminal 23 on Wall switch 
2, while 24 designates the line to the neon bulb 
from the terminal 25 on said wall switch 2. 
When the unitS are assembled as shown in Fig. 2, 
the fibre cover sheet 2 is placed in position, and 
then the retainer plate 2 is placed in position, 
whereupon the SWitch-plate 4 can be placed in po 
Sition (Fig. 3) So that the retaining screws 3 
can be positioned to hold the Switch-plate in an 
operative position with respect to the wall switch 
2. Of course, it is obvious that the ever or but 
tOn 25 is positioned in the elongated central aper 
ture 2 of the Switch-plate. 
From the foregoing, it will be understood that 

I have provided retaining means for the Support 
ing plate and its parts, as well as securing and 
Supporting means for the retainer plate, where 
by the elements are efficiently secured in an as 
Sembled operative position. 

It is to be also understood that when the light 
switch 2 is in the "off' position, the secondary 
circuit, limited by the resistor 4, draws only 
enough current through the "opened' primary 
circuit to light the glow lamp or neon bulb in the 
Switch-plate. When the Wall Switch is turned 
"on,” thereby “closing' the primary circuit, the 
draw on the primary circuit is Sufficient to drain 
the secondary circuit, thereby causing the neon 
bulb to automatically turn off. When the wall 
switch is turned "off,' the operation is reversed 
and the neon bulb again burns. 

Referring to Figure 2, 27 designates the wiring 
leading to the room light (not shown). 
When desired, the position of the retaining 
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4. 
plate 20, as shown in Figs. 7, 8, and 10, can be 
reversed. The reason for reversing the position 
of said fibre retaining plate 20 in the general as 
Sembly, is to provide for the toggle Switch brack 
et, that in Some cases dovetails or sets into the 
face plate. This is Only true When the toggle 
switch is placed in the switch box when it is 
absolutely level or flush with the finished wall. 
What I claim is: 
1. An electrically lighted wall plate, provided 

with an outwardly bulged portion having a re 
sistor-receiving upper recess and a bulb-receiving 
lower receSS, a set of lugs overhanging Said upper 
recess, a set of lugs overhanging Said lower re 
cess, and said wall plate being provided with 
outer sets of lugs, whereby a retainer plate can 
be held upon said Wall plate behind Said outer 
Set of lugs. 

2. An electrically lighted wall plate, provided 
with an outwardly bulged reflector portion on its 
front face, said outwardly bulged reflector por 
tion having therein an upper recess and a lower 
recess, a horizontal reflector partition dividing 
said recesses, a set of inner depending lugs and 
a set of upwardly extending lugs Overhanging 
said recesses, said wall plate also provided with 
a reinforcing rib, said reinforcing rib being pro 
vided with a pair of upstanding lugs, and Said 
wall plate provided near its top edge with a set 
of depending lugs, cooperating With Said Set of 
lugs on Said reinforcing rib. 

3. An electrically lighted Wall plate, provided 
with an OutWardly bulged refector portion in 
its front face, said outwardly bulged reflector por 
tion having therein an upper receSS and a lower 
recess, a horizontal reflector partition dividing 
said recesses, said partition terminating short of 
one edge of said recesses, a set of depending lugs 
overhanging a portion of said upper recess, a Set 
of upwardly extending lugs overhanging a por 
tion of said lower recess, parallel vertical rein 
forcing ribs near the edges of said recesses, a 
two-part reinforcing horizontal rib connected 
to the lower ends of said first mentioned parallel 
ribs, said two-part reinforcing ribs being pro 
vided at their contiguous ends with upstanding 
lugs, and said wall plate provided near its top 
with a set of depending lugs, cooperating With 
said lugs of the two-part reinforcing rib. 
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