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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN PICKERING PUT 

NAM, of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, 
have invented an Improvement in Overflow 
Pipes for Set Basins and Similar Fixtures, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention is applicable to set basins, 

bath-tubs, sinks, and other fixtures of like na 
ture in which an overflow-pipe not only serves 
for an overflow, but is used as a plug or valve 
to retain or allow the discharge of water from 
the fixture in the normal operation of the same; 
and the invention consists in a contrivance for 
raising the overflow-pipe from its seat in the 
discharge-passage of the fixture, or for lower 
ing it from its elevated position into the said 
seat, each movement by a single motion of the 
hand, provision being made for retaining the 
pipe in its elevated position when raised there 
to, and thus permitting the discharge of the 
contents of the fixture until by a single reverse 
movement the pipe is returned to its seat in 
the discharge-passage to close the same. 
The invention consists, also, in certain de 

tails of construction. A lifting-rod projects 
upward from the overflow-pipe through a ver 
tical slotin a frame above the fixture, and has 
in itself a slot in which works a weighted cam 
pivoted to the frame. Turning the camin one 
direction lifts the overflow-pipe from its seat. 
Turning it in the other direction permits the 
overflow-pipe to return to its seat by gravity. 
The Weight upon the cam is so placed in re 
spect to the pivot or center of motion of the 
cam as to hold the overflow-pipe inits elevated 
position when the latter is once raised to that 
position and the hand of the operator removed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec 

tional elevation of apparatus embodying my 
said invention, including so much of the fix 
ture as is necessary to illustrate the mode of 
operation. Fig. 2 is a plan of the same. 
A is a portion of the wall of a set basin, 

bath-tub, sink, or similar fixture. 
B is a slab or frame projecting over a por 

tion of said fixture. 
C is the overflow-pipe, an enlarged portion 

thereof taking a seat as a valve in the upper 
end of the discharge-passage D of the fixture. 
E is a strainer permanently attached to a 

- Center. 

cross-piece, a, in the bottom of the overflow 
plpe, 
F is a rod projecting upward from the over 

flow-pipe through a slot, b, in the slab B. It 
is secured to the overflow-pipe by means of a 
yoke, c, attached to it by a threaded projec 
tion and nut, d, as shown, the said yoke hav 
ing at its ends hooks that take hold of pro 
jections e e from the upper portion of the 
overflow-pipe. 
The rod F has a slot, f, near its upper end. 
G is a brass plate secured to the slab B by 

screws g g and suitable nuts, as shown. It 
has a hole, b, the same being a continuation 
of the slot b in the slab or frame. 
The plate G has two ears, jj, holesin which 

form bearings for the pivot or axis k of a cam 
piece, H. The upper end of the cam - piece 
projects at all times more or less through the 
slot fin the rod F. The bearing or operating-surface of the cam 
is marked 1, and some portion of it is al 
Ways in contact with the upper end or side of 
said slot f. 
Wis a weight attached to the cam, as shown. 

The operating-surface of the cam has substan 
tially the curve of a parabola, and this surface 
and the weight are so placed relatively to the 
pivot of the cam that the cam easily passes its 

The weight is sufficiently heavy to 
hold the overflow-pipe clear from its valve 
seat in the discharge-pipe when once thrown 
back to the position shown in full lines at 
Fig. 1. - 
When thrown forward to the position shown 

in dotted lines in Fig. 1, and this is easily 
done, the overflow-pipe falls and plugs up the 
discharge-passage of the fixture. 
I do not herein claim an overflow-pipehav 

ing a strainer or guide attached thereto work 
ing in the discharge - passage of the fixture, 
since I have already in substance claimed such 
an overflow-pipe in combination With a set 
basin in my application No. 121,370, now pend 
ing; but 
I do claim herein 
1. The combination, with the set basin or 

similar fixture, and movable overflow - pipe 
provided with a lifting-rod, of a cam pivoted 
to said fixture, and having its operating-Sur 
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face in contact with said lifting-rod, substan- substantially as described, for the purpose tially as described, for the purpose specified. specified. 
2. The combination, with the set basin or 

similar fixture, and movable overflow - pipe J. PICKERING PUTNAM. 
5 provided with a lifting-rod, of a weighted cam Witnesses: 
pivoted to said fixture, and having its operat- WM. S. ROGERS, 
ing surface in contact with said lifting-rod, WALDRON BATES. 

  


