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(57) Abstract: A spark plug 1 according to the present invention is pro-
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vided with an insulator 2 which comprises an alumina-based sintered
body and which includes a long leg portion 22 disposed on a tip end
side, a central body portion 23 which is disposed on a rear end side of
the long leg portion 22 and which has a larger diameter than the long
leg portion 22, and a flange portion 24 which is disposed on the rear end
side of the central body portion 23 and which has a larger diameter than
the central body portion 23. In the spark plug 1, if a cut surface 23b ob-
tained by cutting the central body portion 23 in a direction perpendicu-
lar to an axis AX direction in an arbitrarily defined position in the axis
AX direction is polished to a mirror surface, 20 observation regions X
of 185 pm x 250 pm are defined so as not to overlap one another, and,
for each of a plurality of pores contained in the 20 observation regions

X, a squared value P’[ umz] of alength P [um] of the outer periphery of
the pore is obtained, the average value of the squared value P’[ umz] for
the 20 pores having the largest squared value p? [umz] is at most equal

to 2200 pm?, and a proportion T [%] of the total area of all the pores
contained in the 20 observation regions X to the total area (100%) of
the 20 observation regions X is at most equal to 5%.
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