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(57) Abstract: This invention relates to an accessory for maintaining bearings, more particularly but not exclusively, to an accessory

for use in the cleaning of bearings. The bearings maintenance accessory is used for the maintenance and cleaning of a bearing
located on a shaft within a bearing housing. The accessory consists of an annular manifold split into at Ieast two parts. Each of the
two parts has interlocking formations for releasably interlocking the parts together about a shaft. The manifold has an inlet in flow
communication with an outlet through a flow passage for forcing a tluid through the manifold. A side of the manifold having the
outlet is engageable against a face of a bearing housing.



IN' "RNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Int.  .tional Application No

PCT/ZA 99/00064

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

IPC 7 F16C33/72 F16C35/00

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC

B. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols)

IPC 7 F16C F16J

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Electronic data base consuited during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category ° | Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.
A US 3 746 415 A (THOMSON J) 1,5
17 July 1973 (1973-07-17)
column 6-7; figures 4,5,7
A FR 2 750 465 A (HARMEL BERNARD) 1,5
2 January 1998 (1998-01-02)
the whole document
A US 5 271 676 A (KECK RICHARD K ET AL) 1,5
21 December 1993 (1993-12-21)
column 6, line 39-54; figures 1,4,5
A EP 0 634 594 A (HOSOKAWA ALPINE AG)
18 January 1995 (1995-01-18)
A US 5 695 288 A (SUGIHARA SADATO ET AL)
9 December 1997 (1997-12-09)
- /__
Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. Patent family members are listed in annex.

° Special categories of cited documents :

“A" document defining the general state of the art which is not
considered to be of particular relevance

*E" earlier document but published on or after the international e

invention

*L" document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or
which is cited to establish the publication date of another wye
citation or other special reason (as specified)

“T* later document published after the international filing date
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the

fling date document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
9 cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the

"O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or document is combined with one or more other such docu-
other means ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled
"P* document published prior to the intemational filing date but in the art.
later than the priority date claimed "&" document member of the same patent family

Date of the actual completion of the intemational search

15 October 1999 25/10/1999

Date of mailing of the international search report

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL ~ 2280 HV Rijswijk

Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016

Name and mailing address of the ISA Authorized officer

Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, BEGUIN. C
’

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992)

page 1 of 2




IN": "RNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Intc  .iional Application No
PCT/ZA 99/00064

C.(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category °

Citation of document, with indication where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to claim No.

EP 0 458 352 A (CRANE JOHN INC)
27 November 1991 (1991-11-27)

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of second sheet) (July 1992)

page 2 of 2




IN'= ANATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Information on patent family members

Internationat Application No

PCT/ZA 99/00064

Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 3746415 A 17-07-1973 BE 784459 A 02-10-1972
CA 950519 A 02-07-1974
CH 555486 A 31-10-1974
DE 2233166 A 20-06-1973
FR 2149176 A 23-03-1973
GB 1389857 A 09-04-1975
IT 958361 B 20-10-1973
NL 7207787 A,B, 07-02-1973
SE 380592 B 10-11-1975

FR 2750465 A 02-01-1998 NONE

US 5271676 A 21-12-1993 NONE

EP 0634594 A 18-01-1995 DE 4323161 A 12-01-1995
AT 173802 T 15-12-1998
DE 59407325 D 07-01-1999
DK 634594 T 12-07-1999
ES 2128467 T 16-05-1999

US 5695288 A 09-12-1997 JP 9112554 A 02-05-1997

EP 0458352 A 27-11-1991 UsS 5114163 A 19-05-1992
AT 125919 T 15-08-1995
AU 637232 B 20-05-1993
AU 7725491 A 28-11-1991
BR 9102132 A 24-12-1991
CA 2043236 A 26-11-1991
CN 1057513 A,B 01-01-1992
DE 69111691 D 07-09-1995
DE 69111691 T 21-03-1996
ES 2077113 T 16-11-1995
IE 911791 A 04-12-1991
JP 2936292 B 23-08-1999
JP 4231775 A 20-08-1992
MX 173546 B 14-03-1994
Us 5490682 A 13-02-1996
us 5199720 A 06-04-1993
ZA 9163899 A 26-02-1992

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (July 1992)




	Abstract
	Bibliographic
	Search_Report

