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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to an input device having a printed substrate and rubber key members having a base, a key top,
and a skirt. This input device has a plurality of key tops having different heights to the top surface, and makes it possible to prevent
false recognition of an input operation. A tape printing device (1) has a key input unit (40) configured from rubber key members (45)
and a printed substrate (P) having an electrode-forming surface, the key input unit being disposed in a curved-surface portion of a
main casing (10). Each of the rubber key members (45) is configured from a key top (46), a skirt (48), and a base (49), and is placed
on the electrode-forming surface of the printed substrate (P). Each of the key tops (46) is formed with an equal height from the top
surface to that portion of the lower end of the key top (46) which is connected to the skirt (48). The base (49) positioned around each
of the key tops (46) is contigured to a thickness that corresponds to the curved-surface portion of the main casing (10), whereby the
top surface of each of the key tops (46) is positioned at a height protruding by a predetermined amount from the curved-surface por -
tion.
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The inventions in claims 1-12 have a common technical feature of “an
input device, whichhasa flat-board-like printedboardhavingaplurality
of electrodes, and a rubber key member having integrally formed therein,
with a synthetic resin, a base portion disposed on the surface of the
printed board, a plurality of key top portions, which are positioned
above the electrodes, and which protrude upward from the base portion,
and thin-film-1ike skirt portions, each of which connects together the
lower end outer circumference of each of the key top portions and the
base portion, each of said rubber key members being provided with a first
key top portion provided with, on the surface facing the printed board,
a contact portion that is brought into contact with the electrodes in
the case where the key top portion is shifted in the printed board
direction—, and a second key top portion provided with, on the surface
facing the printed board, the contact portion—, said second key top
portion having the top surface positioned higher than the top surface
of the first key top portion”.

This technical feature, however, is not a special technical feature
due to the contents disclosed in document 1.

Consequently, this international application does not satisfy the
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