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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 638,386, dated December 5, 1899. 
Application filed May 31, 1899, Serial No, 718,835, (No model.) 

To all, who77, it nually conceria: . 
Beit known that I, CHARLESSTEPHEN FAR 

ROW, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Eugene, in the county of Lane and State of 
Oregon, have invented a new and useful Nail, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to nails, and is es 

pecially designed for use in constructing 
board walks, bridges, &c. 

It is a well-known fact that the nails em 
ployed in securing the flooring to the string 
ers of a board walk and similar structures be 
come loosened under the action of the weather 
and project up above the flooring-boards, 
causing damage and inconvenience to pedes 
trians and vehicles passing over the same. 

In view of this difficulty the present inven 
tion has for its object to provide a nail or 
fastening device which is not exposed through 
the upper face of the flooring and is pre 
vented from becoming loosened and working 
up out of the same. 
A further object is to prevent the flooring 

boards from becoming warped. 
To these ends the present invention con 

sists in the combination and arrangement of 
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, shown in the accompanying draw 
ings, and particularly pointed out in the ap 
ended claims. - 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a fragmentary 
sectional view taken longitudinally through 
a stringer and showing the fastener employed 
to secure adjacent flooring-boards to the 
stringer. Fig. 2 is a transverse sectional 
view thereof, taken on the line a ac, Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of the fas 
tener. Figs. 4, 5, and 6 are detail perspec 
tive views of modified forms of the invention. 
Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 2, showing the 
application of the modified form illustrated 
in Fig. 6. 
Corresponding parts are designated by like 

reference characters in all the figures of the drawings. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings, 

1 designates a portion of the stringer having 
the adjacent flooring-boards 2 and 3 secured 
thereto by means of the present invention. 
The simplest form of the device is shown 

in Fig. 3 and comprises a straight shank 4, 

having at one end a transverse head 5, the 
extremity of which is sharpened to provide a 
board-penetrating prong 6, and an eye 7 is 
formed at the opposite end of the shank, the 
opening of the eye being disposed transversely 
of the prong. 
In the application of the device the prong 

6 is driven into one edge of the board 2, with 
the shank 4 lying flush against the adjacent 
side of the stringer 1, and then a suitable 
nail 8 is driven through the eye 7 into the 
stringer. Thus the head of the device does 
not project above the board, but engages the 
same at the edge thereof, and the nail ex 
tending transversely of the shank effectively 
prevents upward movement of the latter. 
The fastening for the next adjacent board 3 
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is adapted to receive the nail 8 through the 
eye 7 thereof prior to the securing of said 
nail, and then the board 3 is driven up against 
the prong of the fastener, and the contigu 
ous sides of the adjacent boards are effectively 
secured to the stringer. By this arrange 
ment only one nail 8 is required for each pair 
of fastening devices. 
The modification shown in Fig. 4 has the 

head 5 extending at opposite sides of the 
shank, and both ends are sharpened to pro 
vide two prongs extending in opposite direc 
tions from the same end of the shank, whereby 
a single fastening may be employed to Secure 
the contiguous sides of adjacent boards. 
Another modification is shown in Fig. 5, 

having the transverse head 5 extending at op 
posite sides of the shank and provided with 
the prongs 6; but in this form the prongs ex 
tend at right angles to the head and in oppo 
site directions therefrom. This latter form 
is also adapted to fasten two adjacent boards, 
as will be understood. 
The modification shown in Fig. 6 comprises 

the shank 4, the head 5, and the prong 6; but 
instead of the eye7 it is provided with a prong 
9 at the opposite lower end of the shank and 
extending at right angles to the upper prong. 
As illustrated in Fig. 7, this latter form is 
designed to be used in combination with the 
simplest form, (shown in Fig. 3,) the prong 
9 being driven through the eye of the first 
form into the stringer l in the manner of the 
nail 8, thereby dispensing with said separate 
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nail, and the prong 6 engaging the board 3, 
as hereinbefore described. 

In the form of nail shown in Fig. 3 one end 
of the head 5, opposite the prong 6, forms a 
driving - shoulder, which is adapted to be 
struck by a hammer or the like when forcing 
the board-penetrating prong into the edge of 
the board, while in the form shown in Fig. 5 
the opposite sides of the head 5, at opposite 
ends thereof in longitudinal alinement with 
the respective prongs, form similar driving 
shoulders. The other form shown in Fig. 4 is 
adapted to be struck at a point immediately 
below the prongs and upon either longitudinal 
edge of the shank thereof, so that each form 
has a driving-shoulder located adjacent to the 
Wood-penetrating prong. 

It will be noted that each of the three forms 
comprises a shank having at one end a trans 
verse head provided with a prong and an eye 
provided at the opposite end of the shank. 
Furthermore, the eye 7 in each form has its 
opening disposed transversely of the prong, 
so that the nail 8 may be received through 
the eye transversely of the prong to provide 
a positive and substantial anchorage for the 
device. 
By reason of the fastening device engaging 

the boards at the extreme edges thereof the 
latter are at all times held flat against the 
stringer, and the boards are thereby prevent 
ed from Warping, as Will be understood. 
Changes in the form, proportion, size, and 

the minor details of construction within the 
scope of the appended claims may be resorted 
to Without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of this invention. 
What I claim is 
1. A device for fastening boards to string 

ers or the like, comprising a shank to be placed 
alongside of the stringer and between adja 
cent boards, said shank having a board-pene 
trating prong at One end, extending at sub 
stantially right angles thereto, and to be 
driven into the edge of a board, and an eye 
located at the opposite end of the shank, and 
disposed at Substantially right angles to the 
prong, in combination with separate means 
to be driven transversely through the eye and 

So into the stringer, and disposed at substan 
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tially right angles to the prong, substantially 
as shown and described. 

2. A device for fastening boards to string 
ers or the like, comprising a shank to be placed 
alongside of the stringer and between adia 
cent boards, said shank having a board-pene 
trating prong at One end, extending at Sub 
stantially right angles thereto, and to be 
driven into the edge of a board, a driving 
shoulder located adjacent to one end of the 
prong and a lined longitudinally thereof, and 
an eye located at the opposite end of the shank 
and at substantially right angles to the prong, 
in combination with separate means to be 
driven transversely through the eye and into 
the stringer, and disposed at substantially 
right angles to the prong, substantially as 
shown and described. 

3. A fastening device of the class described, 
comprising a pair of shanks, each shankha V 
ing a transverse prong at one end thereof, the 
prongs extending outwardly in opposite di 
rections, and means connecting the opposite 
ends of the shanks, extending at substan 
tially right angles to the prongs, and Support 
ing the device in place, substantially as shown 
and described. 

4. A fastening device of the class described, 
comprising a laterally-pronged shank, having 
an eye located at one end thereof and at sub 
Stantially right angles to the prong, in combi 
nation with separate means adapted to be 
driven transversely through the eye, and com 
prising a shank having prongs at opposite 
ends thereof and extending at substantially 
right angles to each other, one of the prongs 
being adapted to be driven transversely 
through the eye of the former shank, and the 
Opposite prong being located adjacent to, and 
extending in opposite directions from the 
prong of the former shank, substantially as 
and for the purpose set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

CHARLES STEPHEN FARROW. 
Witnesses: 

E. M. LEE, 
L. H. JOHNSON. 
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