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pulled back to be reloaded. 
at a the barrow will not tilt when being 
upon the legs instead of the wheel. 
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To all clom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JosEPH MATTHLAs JoNEs, of Paris, and JAMEs LAwRENCEJoNEs. 

of Lexington, in the State of Kentucky, have 
invented an Improved. Wheelbarrow, of which the following is a specification: 

he object of our invention is to so arrange 
a common wheelbarrow that the wheel will 
slide back and forth in a slot, as seen in the 
drawing, from a point forward the wheelbar 

By this ar. TOW to a point, under its center. 
rangement, when the handles are raised and 
the barrow started forward, the wheel, being at 
a, slips back to b. This point being the center 
the whole weight of the load is thrown upon 
the wheel instead of the hands, as in the com 
mon barrow. When the wheel is thus under 
the center of the load, the weight being on that 
point, the only labor required is to push for 
Ward. This plan admits a larger bed to the 
barrow, and takes the strain off the laborer. 
He is enabled, in consequence, to do more work 
than with the common barrow; but if the 
wheel were stationary under the center of the 
bed it would be almost impossible to keep it 
from tilting while being loaded. This diffi 
culty is obviated by having a shifting-wheel, 
which slips to a while the barrow is being 

The wheel being 
loaded, as the weight will then rest largely 

When 
loaded a slight push forward slips the wheel 
to b again and the barrow will roll forward. 
The slot a b, through which the wheel slides, 
should be from twelve to eighteen inclhes long, 
according to the size of the barrow. The side 
pieces, in which the slot a b is cut, are to be 

placed immediately under the bed, fastened to 
cross-pieces at c d, and may be made of wood 
or cast at the pleasure of the manufacturer. 
They should be placed parallel, and so close 
together that the wheel, by the aid of a slight. 
enlargement or washer around the pivot, will 
run plumb. These side pieces may be cast en 
tire or separate, and should have shoulder 
braces cast with the piece to strengthen and 
hold them firm. In order that the slot a bimay 
be held level while wheeling the barrow the 
legs is to be lower than the wheel, and the 
handle is to be bent up at the point a. By this 
arrangement, when the handles are raised ill 
the act of wheeling the legs clears the ground 
and the slot at b is kept on a level. Another 
object is accomplished by the crooked han 
dles: If the wheel were at b and the barrow 
loaded it could not be propelled with the ordi 
nary straight handle on account of the angle 
formed by the handle, the axle, and the ground, 
the tendency being to push the wheel into the 
earth and the handles over the top of the bar 
row. The crooked handle obviates this trouble 
and keeps the load level. The handles are to 
be of one piece and bent. 
What we claim, therefore, as our improve 

ment is 
In a wheelbarrow, a sliding wheel to work 

in slots in the hangers, from a point forward 
of the bed to a point under its center, to be 
operated by crooked or inclined handles, sub 
stantially as above described. - 

JOSEPH MATTEIIAS JONES. 
JAMES LAWRENCE JONES, 

Witnesses: - 
ED. TAYLOR, 
MATT. TURNEY. 

  

  


