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This invention relates to clothing fixtures of the type 
adapted to be installed in clothes closets for supporting 
clothing carried on garment hangers and the like. 

it has often been proposed in the past to provide 
artificial lighting in clothes closets for homes, since such 
closets are notoriously dark, often being placed in interior 
locations or walls of the home. The matter of place 
neat of the lighting source has involved a number of 
problems, since iscation of the light above the hat shelf 
results in dark shadows beiow the shelf, especially to 
the rear of the usual garment rail disposed under the 
shelf. Articles hung on the rear wall of the closet, in 
back of the rail, have not been illuminated satisfactorily 
with Such an arrangemeni. If, on the other hand, the 
light is disposed beiow the shelf, the shadows are thrown 
above the Sane, preventing proper illumination of the 
articles carried on the shelf. 

. In accordance with the present invention the disadvan 
tages and drawbacks incident to prior proposals for light 
ing clothes closets and the like are obviated. 

In accomplishing this, provide a novel and improved 
illuminating clothes closet fixture having such character 
istics that it provides an advantageous diffused lighting 
of the closet interior by virtue of the provision of an 
elongate light source, and provides a novel and desirable 
location for said light source with relation to a light rail 
and/or shelf means, to the end that dark and bothersonne 
shadows are virtually eliminated. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a novel and improved clothes closet fixture com 
prising, in combination, an elongate light source and a 
garmeit stipporting rail, which is so constituted and 
organized as to prevent of greatly minimize dark shadows 
in the clothes closet and instead provide a diffused and 
soft, yet effective light which is adequate for all desired 
purposes. 

In one embodiment of the invention illustrated herein, 
the improved lighting fixture comprises an elongate source 
of light, as for example a fluorescent tube or the like, 
carried by a fraine cir supporting structure which also 
mounts below the light source a clothes or garment 
hanger supporting rail. The light source preferably is 
carried within an open-sided casing constituting at least 
in part a portion of the supporting structure or frame 
work, so arranged that light is obstructed forwardly to 
prevent it from shining directly into the eyes of a per 
son staiding at the front of the closet. The light is 
instead directed downwardly both forwardly and rear 
wardly, tiereby to completely illuininate the clothes rail 
and any garne; it which Inay be carried thereby. Also, 
by virtue of the large expanse of the light source, re 
flected light therefrcn will pass upwardly in a diffused 
pattern, providing a soft illumination for the upper por 
tions of the closet whereby cbjects carried on the hat 
shelf may be readily seen at all times. 

In another embodiment of the invention, a fixture is 
provided wherein the elongate light source and clothes 
rail are combined with a shelf means having large open 
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areas or openings, such as may be provided by a plural 
ity of parallel bars or rods, whereby light may pass up 
Wardly through said means from the said light source. 
In this embodiment, the open sided casing for the light 
Source is arranged to permit light to pass downwardly, 
rearwardly and also rearwardly upward, while obstruct 
ing light in forward directions. Thus, a shielding of the 
light from the eyes of a person standing in front of the 
closet will be effected, while at the same time a highly 
desirable illumination of all of the contents of the closet 
will be had. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a novel 

and improved clothes closet fixture comprising, in con 
junction with an elongate light source, a garment sup 
porting rail and a perforate or light-admitting shelf means 
constituted as a single fixture which may be readily in 
Stalled in a closet. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide an 
improved clothes closet fixture in accordance with the 
foregoing, which may be easily and quickly mounted at 
different locations or elevations in the closet, thereby to 
Satisfy the needs of a particular user of the closet. 
An important feature of the present invention resides 

in the provision, in conjunction with the garment rail 
and/or perforated or light-passing shelf means, of a 
light source which is elongate and provides a diffused 
light rather than a concentrated light. 
Yet ancther object of the invention is to provide a 

novel and improved clothes closet fixture as above char 
acterized, which has all of the aforementioned advan 
tages and is nevertheless simple in its construction and 
economical to manufacture, and also reiiable in opera 
tion throughout an extended period of use. 

Other features and advantages will hereinafter appear. 
In the drawings accompanying this specification, sim 

ilar characters of reference indicate corresponding parts 
wherever possible in the several views, in which: 

Figtre is a front perspective view of an improved 
clothes closet fixture made in accordance with the in 
vention. 

Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the fixture shown 
in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken on 
line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of a clothes closet 
fixture made in accordance with the invention and illus 
trating alother embodiment thereof. 

Fig. 5 is a vertical transverse sectional view taken on 
iine 5-5 of Fig. 4. 

Referring to Figs. 1-3, the improved clothes closet 
fixture shown therein comprises an elongate frame in 
dicated generally by the numeral 19, which is provided 
with means at its ends for attaching it to a supporting 
surface. While any suitable attaching means may be 
employed, it is preferred to provide attaching means in 
the form of end plates and 2, which extend trans 
versely of the frame and, with the latter, constitute a 
housing. As shown in Fig. 3, the frame 18 may be gen 
erally of rectangular cross section, having front, top and 
rear walls Ga, Gb and ic respectively, and may have 
an open side or bottom 3 whereby, in conjunction with 
the end plates it constitutes an open-sided casing. 

Within the casing 10 there is provided, in accordance 
with the invention, an elongate light-producing means 14 
disposed adjacent the open side 13, said light-producing 
means, for example, comprising one or several fluo 
rescent tubes or elongate incandescent lamps. Further, 
in accordance with the invention, there is carried by the 
frame or casing a garment-supporting or garment-hanger 
supporting rail 5, located below the light source 14 and 
connected to the end plates 41 and 12. Where the light 
producing means comprises fluorescent tubes, the frame 

  



or casing 10 may be provided with an elongate hori 
zontal partition 16 dividing it into an upper compart 
ment 17 and a lower compartment 18. The upper com 
partment 17 may be utilized for the disposition of start 
ing devices, ballasts and the like, indicated at 19, while 
the light-producing means 14 may be located mostly in 
the lower compartment 18. - 

It will be readily understood, by referring to Fig. 3, 
that light from the light-producing means. 14 will be di 
rected downward and both forward and rearward of the l 
casing or frame 10 throughout a Zone the limits of which 
are indicated by the broken lines 20, and 2. The front 
wall 10a of the casing 10 is preferably opaque, thereby 
to constitute a shield or shade which blocks light from 
the means 14 and prevents the same from being directed 
toward or at the eyes of a person standing in front of 
the fixture and at a level above the same. 

I have found that, by the above organization, the rail 
15, will be strongly and rigidly supported by the frame 
10 which contains the light means 14, and light from 
the latter. will be so directed as to strike and illuminate 
all of the garments, which may be carried by the rail 15, 
regardless of their disposition along the latter. Such 
light is shielded from the user, and since it emanates 
from a large area and is diffused rather than concen 
trated it will, in being reflected by the Surrounding Walls 
or objects of the closet, greatly reduce and minimize 
dark shadows in the upper portions thereof, instead pro 
viding a desirable soft and diffused light by which ob 
jects located on the hat shelf of the closet will be readily 
discernable. . 

For the purpose of conveniently attaching the fixture 
to supporting surfaces, the end plates 11 and 12 are pro 
vided with rear, apertured flanges 24 and upper aper 
tured fanges 25. Thus the fixture may be secured either 
to the underside of the hat shelf of the closet, or else to 
blocks or molding suitably located within the closet. 

It will be readily understood that the light-producing 
means 14, may be supplied with current by the usual 
electric cord 26, and may be controlled by any suitable 
electric switch, such as the pull chain switch 27 shown 
in Figs. and 2. 

For purposes of safety, a perforated or wire guard 28 
may be provided at the open side 13 of the casing 10 to 
prevent inadvertent or accidental contact with the light 
producing means 14. Such guard is made readily re 
movable, to enable replacement of the light means to be 
easily and quickly effected. 

Another embodiment of the invention is illustrated in 
Figs. 4 and 5, wherein a light-admitting shelf means is 
provided, in conjunction with the garment-supporting 
rail and elongate light producing means attached thereto. 
As shown, the improved clothes closet fixture of this em 
bodiment embraces a plurality of upright wall strips 30 
having marginal apertures 31 by which they may be 
secured to a wall surface. Preferably, the strips 30 are 
embossed or formed to provide raised center portions 32 
in which keyhole openings 33 are provided. 
Cooperable with the wall strips 30 are plates 34 of 

brackets 35, said plates having selectively-located, head 
ed projections 36 at their rear, adapted to be received in 
the keyhole openings 33. Thus the bracket plates 34 
may be easily and quickly located on and secured to the 
wall strips 30 at any of a number of different elevations. 
The brackets 35 further comprise forwardly and up 
wardly extending struts 35 connected with horizontal 
supporting members 37 which carry a plurality of paral 
lel, -spaeed shelf rods 38. The members 37 may be 
suitably notched, as at 39, to accommodate the rods 38, 
or the rods may be welded or otherwise fastened in place 
as found desirable. 
The rods 38 and brackets 35 constitute an advanta 

geous shelf means which will permit light to pass through 
it, and which will colleet a minimum of dust. 
By the present invention I dispose along the frontmar 
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ginal portion of the said shelf means an open-sided 
casing 40 having a channel cross section, with legs. 41 
and 42 connected to each other by a web 43. Within 
the casing 40 I provide an elongate light-producing means 
44, which may be of the incandescent or fluorescent 
variety, or other suitable type. w 

Hanging from the forward portion of the shelf means 
and disposed below and to... the rear of the light means 
44 I provide a garment-supporting rail 46, carried by 
hangers 47 secured in the horizontal supports 37. 

It will be readily appreciated that, by the above or 
ganization, light from the source 44 will pass outwardly 
of the casing 40 to the rear and also above and below the 
casing, thereby to completely illuminate the garments 
carried by the rail 46 and to also illuminate objects on 
the shelf means comprising the rods 38. The casing 40, 
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however, will effectively shield the light from the eyes 
of a person standing at the front of the closet. Thus I 
have provided an extremely effective - and desirable 
clothes closet fixture constituting a combined garment. 
Supporting rail, shelf means and elongate light-producing 
means having advantageous features of construction and 
operation. The casing 40 will protect the light means 
44 from accidental contact by a user, while at the same 
time it will permit light therefrom to pass to all desired 
parts of the closet. The shelf means, being constituted 
of the spaced rods 38 will not obstruct such light but 
instead enable it to illuminate objects carried thereon. 
The casing 40 may be of metal with a bright chromium 

finish, or it may be covered with a sheet material having 
a wood-veneer or other surface, to match the particular 
Woodwork of the closet. 
The clothes closet fixtures of the present invention as 

above set forth are seen to be extremely simple and 
economical to manufacture, while at the same time being 
of rugged and durable construction, so as to have a long 
and useful, trouble-free life. The fixture may be easily 
and quickly installed, and will provide the maximum 
degree of convenience to a user regardless of the loca 
tion or organization of the closet. The lighting of the 
objects will be diffused, and there will be absent dark 
or noticeable shadows which have been characteristic 
of prior proposals along this line. - 

Variations and modifications may be made within the 
Scope of the claims and portions of the improvements 
may be used without others. 

claim: 
1. A combination lighting and rail fixture for clothes 

closets and the like, comprising an elongate frame hav 
ing front and rear portions and means at its ends ad 
joining said rear portion for attaching it to a support; an 
elongate, light-producing means having a long, tubular 
glass envelope carried by the frame at its ends and ex 
tending substantially coextensive therewith; an elongate, 
opaque shade having a substantially U-shaped cross sec 
tion, Said shade extending substantially coextensive with 
and partially enclosing said light-producing means and 
being arranged to block some of the light therefrom; 
and a garment rail having a relatively large surface per 
unit length, connected with the frame and extending sub 
stantially coextensive therewith, said rail being spaced 
from and located below the said light-producing means 
and being located wholly below said frame and accessible 
in a horizontal direction from the front of the fixture, 
said rail having a diameter commensurate with the diam 
eter of the said tubular glass envelope, and being adapted 
to receive and support garment hangers by which light 
colored garments hung thereon may refect light from the 
light-producing means upward. 

2. A combination shelf, lighting and rail fixture for 
clothes closets and the like, comprising a shelf means 
constituted of a plurality - of spaced bars extending sub 
stantially coextensive with each other and arranged sub 
stantially in a common plane; mounting means holding 
the bars in said relation, said mounting means having 
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means for attaching it to a support; an elongate, light 
producing means disposed adjacent and extending sub 
stantially coextensive with said bars and connected there 
to; a shade adjacent and extending substantially coex 
tensive with the light-producing means, blocking light 
therefrom in one direction; and a rail having a relatively 
large surface per unit length, connected with said bars 
and extending substantially coextensive therewith, said 
rail being spaced from and located below the said light 
producing means, and being adapted to receive and sup 
port garment hangers by which light-colored garinents 
hung thereon may reflect light from the light-producing 
means upward. 

3. The invention as defined in claim 2 in which there 
is an elongate, open-sided casing disposed alongside and 
secured to the front of said shelf means and containing 
at least a part of the said light-producing means, a por 
tion of said casing being constituted by the said shade. 

4. The invention as defined in claim 3 in which the 
casing enables light from the light-producing means to 
pass upwardly, backwardly and downwardly beyond the 
casing. 

5. The invention as defined in claim 2 in which there 
are sloping struts connected to the shelf means at points 
spaced from the front edges thereof, in which there are 
hangers carrying the said rail and connected to the shelf 
means adjacent the points of connection of the struts 
thereto, and in which the means for attaching the mount 
ing means to a support comprises braces having upright 
plates provided with separable fastening means. 

6. A combination shelf, lighting and rail fixture for 
clothes closets and the like, comprising a shelf means 
constituted of a plurality of spaced bars extending sub 
stantially coextensive with each other and arranged sub 
stantially in a common plane; mounting means holding 
the bars in said relation, said mounting means having 
means for attaching it to a support; an elongate, light 
producing means disposed adjacent the front of the shelf 
means and below the same, and extending substantially 
coextensive with said bars and connected thereto, light 
from said means being capable of passing upward through 
the shelf means between the bars thereof, to directly 
illuminate objects on said shelf means; a shade adjacent 
and extending substantially coextensive with the light 
producing means, blocking light therefrom in one direc 
tion; and a rail having a relatively large light-reflecting 
surface per unit length connected with said bars and 
extending substantially coextensive therewith, said rail 
being spaced from and located below the said light-pro 
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ducing means, and being adapted to reflect light from 
said light-producing means upward, and to receive and 
support garment hangers by which light-colored garments 
hung thereon may reflect light from the light-producing 
means upward. 

7. A combination lighting and rail fixture for clothes 
closets and the like, comprising an elongate frame hav 
ing means at its ends for attaching it to a support; an 
elongate, light-producing means carried by the frame at 
its ends and extending substantially coextensive there 
with; a shade substantially coextensive with said light 
producing means and arranged to block some of the light 
therefrom; a rail having a relatively large surface per 
unit length, connected with the frame and extending 
substantially coextensive therewith, said rail being spaced 
from and located below the said light-producing means, 
and being adapted to receive and support garment hangers 
by which light-colored garments hung thereon may reflect 
light from the light-producing means upward; an open 
sided, elongate casing comprising said frame, a portion 
of said casing being constituted by said shade, and said 
light-producing means being disposed within said casing; 
a closed elongate casing further comprising said frame 
and formed in part by said open-sided casing; and elec 
tric circuit means for said light-producing means, disposed 
at least in part within said closed casing. 

8. The invention as defined in claim 7 in which there 
are end plates connected with and joining together the 
said frame, casings, light-producing means, shade and 
rail. 

9. The invention as defined in claim 8 in which the 
means for attaching the frame to a support comprises 
apertured flanges on the said end plates. 

10. The invention as defined in claim 9 in which there 
is a pair of apertured flanges on each end plate, disposed 
at right angles to each other. 
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