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To all whom it may concern::

Be it known that I, GEorGE BECKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Providence, in the county of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, have invenied a new
and useful Improvement. in Bracelets, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention has veference to an im-
provement in bracelets, and more particu-
larly to an improvement in thai form of
bracelets known as ““‘extensible” bracelets.

The object of my invention is {¢ improve
the construciion of a bracelet, whereby the
bracelet having rigid semicircular half mem-
bers 1s adapted to have the half members ex-
tended when required to form a larger ap-
proximately oval bracelet.

A further object of my inveniion is to con-
struci a bracelet having rigid semicireular
half members, so that the half members will
close together automatically when released.

A still further object of my inveniion is to
open or increase the size of a bracelet having
rigid semicircular half members without dis-
connecting the members of the bracelet.

A final object of my invention is to sim-
plify the construction of an extensible brace-
let, thereby reducing the cost of manufac-
turing the same.

My invention consists in the peculiar and
novel construction of an extensible bracelet
having tubular members forming rigid semi-
circular halves, means whereby the tubular
members may be extended into an open posi-
tion to increase the size of the bracelet and
to automatically close the members when re-
leased, with details of construction, as will be
more fully set forth hereinafter and claimed.

Figure 1 isaside view of the bracelet, show-
ing the same in the closed or contracted posi-
tion in full lines and in the open or extended
position in broken lines. Fig. 2 is a greatly-
enlarged detail sectional view taken lengih-
wise through one of the joints of the bracelet
on a line drawn centrally from the inner to
the outer face of the bracelet and showing
the same in the closed or contracted position.
Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view similar to
TFig. 2 with the bracelet in the open or ex-
tended position, and Fig. 4 is a transverse
sectional view taken on line 4 4 of Fig. 3 loock-
ing at the end of one of the rigid tubular
members of the bracelet.

In the drawings, a indicates one tubular
member forming a semicircular half; b, the

! opposite tubular member forming a semi-
civcular half; ¢ ¢, the flexible connecting-
links; d d, the chains on the ends of the con-
necting-link; e ¢, the buttons on the ends of
the chaing; ff, the retaining members in the
open ends of the halves ¢ and b, and ¢ ¢ the
coiled springs in the retaining members of
my improved extensible bracelet.

The semicivcular half members ¢ and b are
constructed {rom a tube which is circular or
ovalin cross-section. The member ¢ has the
open ends 5 and 6. The member b has the
open ends 7 and 8. The ends 5 and 7 and the
ends 6 and 8 coincide when the bracelet is
coniracted or closed and are held together
under spring tension by a connecting-link ¢
and its adjoining parts.

The flexible connecting-links ¢ ¢ each con-
sist of a strip of thin tempered metal having
a hole in each end, through which the stop-
rings 9 9 are secured to the ends of thelinks,
as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. One end of each
chain d is secured to a stop-ring 9, the oppo-
site end being secured to the eye 10 of the
button e, whichis slightly smaller in diameter
than theinterior of the tubularhalf membeisa
and b of thebracelet. The retaining members
ff are each constructed {rom a tube bent to
conform to the contour of the bracelet and
covstruected to have the open end 11 and the
clesed semispherical end 12, in which is the
central oblong slot 13, through which the
connecting-link ¢ extends. A coiled spring ¢
sutrounds each of the chains d in the retamn-
ing membets f f, one end of the spring bear-
ing against the closed end 12 of the retaining
member and the opposite end of the spring
bearing on the button e. The retaining
members f f are secured in the open ends of
the half members @ and b by solder or other
means in a position for the semispherical
ends 12 12 of the members f f to protrude
from the ends 6 and 7 into the open ends 5
and 8 of the half members when the bracelet
is closed, as shown in full lines in Figs. 1
and 2.

The bracelet is opened by pulling the half
members @ and b of the bracelet apart-against
the tension of the coiled springs ¢ ¢g. ~ This
opening or extension movement of the brace-
let is limited by the stop-rings 9 9 on the ends
of the connecting-link engaging with the
closed ends 12 12 of the retaining members
1/, as shown in Fig. 3. When the half mem-
bers of the bracelet are released; they close
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through the tension of the coiled springs ¢ g,
which, acting on the buttons e ¢ and the
closed ends of the retaining members f f,
force the half members of the bracelet to-
gether, as shown in Fig. 2. The half mem-
bers when closed are held from side move-
ment by the semispherical ends 12 12 of the
retaining members f f in the ends 6 and 7,
protruding into the open ends 5 and 8 of the
{mlf member forming the shell of the brace-
et.

It is evident that the bracelet could have a
lesser or a greater opening movement by
varying the length of the connecting-links
¢ ¢ or the length of the chains d d, or the
chains d d could be dispensed with by length-
ening the connecting-links ¢ ¢ and securing
the buttons e ¢ to the stop-rings 9 9. The
links e e could be constructed of flexible
spring-wire with the ends formed into the
stop-rings 9 9 and the half members ¢ and b
shaped to form an oval bracelet, if desired,
without materially affecting the spirit of my
invention. .

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A bracelet comprising a pair of tubular
members, adapted for abutting engagement
at their adjacent ends, a pair of retaining
members carried by each of the tubular
members, said retaining members being re-
ceived within the ends of said tubular mem-
bers, one of each of the pairs projecting be-
yond the end of its tubular member, and the
retaining member of the opposite section
having its outer end disposed a slight dis-
tance within the end of its tubular member,
each of said retaining members having an
outer closed end and an inner open end, a
connecting-link passed through the closed
ends of each of said retaining members,
chains, one connected to each end of each
link, a button on the inner end of each chain,
and spiral springs engaging each of the but-

tons at one end and the closed ends of the re-
taining members at their opposite ends.

2. A bracelet comprising rigid tubular
members forming the shell of the bracelet,
flexible connecting-links in the form of a flat
metal strip, chains, one connected to each
end of each link, two pairs of coiled springs
surrounding the connecting parts contained
within the ends of the tubular members, re-
taining members in the ends of the tubular
members, each having an open end and a
closed end semicircular in form, the latter
serving to form an abutment for the coiled
springs, said semicircular ends-each having a
central slot through which said links pass,
means on the ends of the chains against
which the inner ends of said springs abut,
and rings connecting said chains with said
links adapted to act as stops by engagement
with said semicircular ends of the retaining
members.

3. A bracelet comprising rigid tubular
members forming the shell of the bracelet,
adapted for abutment at their adjacent ends,
a pair of retaining members carried by each
of the tubular members said retaining mem-
bers being received within the ends of the
tubular members, each of said retaining
members having an outer closed end and an
inner open end, a connecting-link passed
through the outer ends of said retaining
members, chains, one connected to each end
of each link, a button on the inner end of
each chain, and spiral springs engaging each
of the buttons at one end, and the closed end
of each of the retaining members at their op-
posite ends.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subsecribing witnesses. ‘

GEORGE BECKER.

Witnesses:
Aps E. Hacerry,
J. H. MILLER.
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