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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE CLAFLIN, OF MILLER’S CORNERS, NEW YORK.

IMPROVEMENT IN POTATO-SCREENS.

Speciﬁcatibn forming part of Letters Patent No. 240,886, dated July 15, 1873; application filed
March 6, 1873.

To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, GEORGE CLAFLIN, of
Miller’s Corners, in the county of Ontario and
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Potato-
Secreens; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of the construction and operation of the
same. ‘ ’

My invention eonsists of a scréen for agsort-
ing or sizing potatoes, constructed, arranged,

“and operating as hereinafter deseribed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan; Fig. 2,
a Jongitudinal vertical section; Fig. 3, a cross-

" gection.

A represents a frame, supported by legs a a,
and consisting of a plain bottom, b, and ver-
tical sides ¢ ¢. At the front end is a spout,
d, and at the rear end a spout, f. If desired,
the frame may incline a little from rear to
front. B represents the screen-frame. It con-
sists of two side pieces, g ¢, connected by
suitable cross-pieces b h. At their rear are

_handles i 4, by which it is operated; and legs

& &, which support it upon the ground or floor.
At the front is a cleat or follower, m, which
rides in close contact with the bottom b of the
main frame A. At the front are also boxes,
which hold frietion-rollers n# n, that roll upon
the sides ¢ ¢ of the main frame. (. C’ are the
screens proper. They consist simply of bars
or slats p'p, nailed to cross-pieces r r, so as to
form squares or sections, which fit into seats
formed for them in the screen-frame B, as
clearly shown. The front screen, C, is made
coarser than the rear one, (. The former
serves for screening the potatoes, and the
latter for sifting out the dirt.. They may be
replaced by others of a coarser or finer tex-
ture, at pleasure.

. The operation-is as follows: The screen-
frame B is drawn back so that the dirt-secreen

C’ projects from over the main frame. The
potatoes are then thrown thereon, and a late-
ral shake given to the screen-frame, which
sifts the dirt through; outside the main frame.
The rear end of the screen-frame is then ele-
vated, so as to give a pitech forward to the
potatoes, and the screen-frame is at the same
time moved forward over the bottom b of the
main frame. The potatoes, in passing over
the potato-screen C, become assorted, by the
smaller ones passing through the slats of the
sereen and the larger ones passing over the
surface. The latter, falling in front of the
cleat or follower m, are swept into spout d,
and fall into a suitable receptacle. The for-
mer, falling in the rear of said cleat and upon
the bottom b, are swept back by a reverse
motion of the screen-frame into the rear spout
J. The cleat or follower simply forms a divis-
ion on the floor b between the large and
small potatoes, as they are separated by the
screen, and deposits them in the proper re-
ceptacles.

This apparatus is very simple in construc-
tion and easy in use, and saves much labor
in agsorting potatoes or similar articles.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The screen-frame B, provided with the
screens C (7 and cleat m, when combined with, .
the main frame A, provided with the spouts
d f, the whole so arranged that said cleat acts
as a division between the screened potatoes,
as herein shown and described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses.
GEO. CLAFLIN.

Witnesses:
JOHN S. BROWNING,
NORMAN BENTLEY.



