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This invention relates to shower and bath accessories, 
and particularly to a molded plastic holder for soap and 
other articles adapted to hang from the shower head water 
pipe or the shower door or curtain rod. 

It is desirable to provide in a bath enclosure or shower 
space a facility for holding bathing articles, such as soap, 
washcloths, shampoo bottles, bathing caps, and the like 
whereby such articles are conveniently at hand and are 
conveniently placed or stored when not in use. 

Heretofore the usual facility provided for such use has 
been limited to a small soap dish, sometimes built into 
the wall or left to rest on a ledge or the floor of the tub 
or shower. Typically, articles capable of hanging must 
be draped over faucet handles or the shower curtain rod. 
Generally, the prior art soap dishes, whether built in or 
not, have not been versatile. If they drain freely, they 
usually hold only one bar of soap safely and are usually 
difficult to clean. It is obviously unsafe and inconvenient 
to place such articles on the floor of the enclosure and 
many serious accidents result each day from broken sham 
poo bottles or wet soap on the floor of a shower room. 
The prior art practices have been generally thus limited 

to inadequate soap dishes because, at least in part, it is 
generally quite expensive to build a more adequate and 
versatile facility. The enclosure walls must be water 
tight and the facility must be readily drained and clean 
able with respect particularly to soap residue. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a 
facility for holding and storing bath and shower articles, 
particularly soap, shampoo bottles and washcloths for 
greater convenience and safety. 

It is another object of this invention to provide such 
a facility which is versatile and readily installed firmly 
by an unskilled person. 

It is another object to provide such a facility which is 
manufactured of plastic and therefore safe, strong and 
inexpensive to produce in quantity. 

Briefly, these and other objects are achieved in accord 
ance with the present invention by providing a bath and 
shower articles holder which may be suspended from a 
shower head water pipe. In one embodiment of the 
invention, a molded plastic strap member is adapted to be 
suspended at its middle portion from the water pipe and 
has a pair of spaced downwardly hanging side members. 
A plastic soap basket is disposed between the lower spaced 
ends of the side members of the strap member. The lower 
ends of the strap members and the adjacent ends of the 
soap basket have pressure-operated plastic mating fasteners 
so that the soap basket may be readily attached or removed 
for cleaning. A second holding means may be disposed 
between the spaced straps above the soap basket and 
may be a walled tray for holding bottles or additional soap. 
It also has a pair of pressure operated fasteners mating 
with another pair on the side members of the hanging 
strap member. 
Where the strap member is “folded” over the water pipe, 

a collar-like element is provided about or at least partially 
about the two side members so that by sliding it upwardly 
the middle portion of the strap member is pressed in 
wardly to Securely bind the water pipe. The collar men 
ber may also include a hook so that alternatively the 
assembly may be hung over the shower door or curtain 
rod. 

Other objects and advantages and further details of the 
invention will become apparent and be best understood 
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2 
from a consideration of the drawing presented by way of 
example only and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevation view of an example of the 
hanging facility of the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevation view of the embodiment of 
FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 

3-3 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 

4-4 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 

5-5 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 6 is an exploded view illustrating some details of 

the fastening means between the upper basket and the 
hanging straps; 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 
7-7 of FIG. 5; and 

FIG. 8 is a view of a portion of an alternative embodi 
ment of the invention. 

Referring to the details of FIGS. 1 and 2 there is shown 
a molded plastic holder 10 for bathing articles. The 
holder 40 includes a strap member 2 having or including 
a pair of symmetrically downwardly extending side por 
tions 14 and 16 and a middle portion 18. The middle 
portion 18 is adapted to be effectively wrapped over a 
length of horizontally extending shower head water pipe 
20. The actual ends 22, 24 of the side portions 4 and 
16 respectively are horizontally spaced by a soap dish 26. 
The side portions 14, 16 are horizontally separated at a 
region between their ends 22, 24 and the middle portion 
18 by an upper basket 27. 
The upper portions of the strap member 12 particularly 

those near to and including the middle portion 18 in 
clude reinforcing portions 28 and 30 which are shown in 
cross-section in FIG. 3. The reinforcing portions 28, 30 
are flared outwardly to provide rigidity to the strap mem 
ber 12 and to provide additional gripping friction for a 
sliding collar member 32 which fits snugly at least partially 
around the upper portions of the strap member 12 just 
below the water pipe 20. The flared reinforcing portions 
28, 30 are tapered outwardly and upwardly so that when 
the sliding collar member 32 is pushed upwardly, the 
upper portions of the strap member 12 and the middle 
portion 18 securely bind and grip the water pipe 20. The 
sliding collar member 32 includes a hook member 34, not 
shown in FIG. 3, which projects rearwardly from the 
sliding collar member and is formed appropriately for 
alternatively hanging and suspending the assembly 10 
over a shower door or curtain rod. The hook member 
34 and the lower soap dish 26 may extend equally rear 
wardly from the strap member 12 to provide a positive 
vertical alignment with the shower wall 36. 
FIG. 4 and FIG. 6 may be referred to for additional 

disclosure of the details of the upper basket 27. Its side 
panels 38, 40 and its bottom panel 42 are in this example 
formed integrally with the side portions 14, ió of the 
hanging strap member 12. The bottom panel 42 slopes 
downwardly, rearwardly and toward its center where a 
drainage opening 44 is provided which may be in either 
the bottom panel or the back panel of the upper basket. 
(See FIG. 8 and FIG. 1.) The bottom panel 42 includes 
a plurality of ribs 46 whose bottoms follow the sloping 
surfaces of the bottom panel 42 while their tops all lie in 
a common horizontal plane so that bottles or other ob 
jects may be supported on an effectively level surface. 
This ribbed structure also provides drainage of the upper 
basket 27 even though objects such as soap might other 
wise permit water to stand in the bottom of the basket. 
Each of the ribs 46 is tapered downwardly and its rear 
portion 48 to permit drainage from the sides of the 
basket to the drainage hole 44 near the center. 
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A rear panel 59 is separable from the sides and front 
and bottom of the upper basket 27 for purposes of clean 
ing the basket and for ease in manufacturing in quantity. 
The back portion 50 includes a reinforcing rib 52 along 
its top edge. Referring particularly to the exploded view 
of FIG. 6, a pressure operated fastening means 54 is illus 
trated. A pair of partially open-sided holes 56, 58 are 
formed through the integrally formed side 38 and the side 
portion 14 of the strap member 12. The partially opened 
side of the holes 56, 58 is exposed toward the rear of 
the basket 27. A pair of mating pin members 66, 62 are 
formed with the back member 50 and extend horizontally 
outwardly therefrom parallel to the horizontal length of 
the back member 59. The vertical spacing between the 
pin members 60, 62 is substantially equal to that of the 
holes 56, 58. The length of the pin members 66, 62 pro 
truding horizontally outwardly from the back member 50 
is substantially equal to the horizontal length of the holes 
56, 58. Thus, the resilient piastic pin members 69, 62 
and the holes 56, 58 may be readily pressure mated and 
the back member 50 will thus be firmly secured to the 
remaining portions of the upper basket 27. Relative hori 
zontal or axial motion of the pin members 60, 62 with re 
spect to the holes 56, 58 is precluded by a capping mem 
ber 64 which terminates and extends between the pin 
members 60, 62. 

Referring to FIG. 5 the soap dish 26 is shown substan 
tially in plan view. Its bottom panel 66 is slotted to pro 
vide drainage from articles such as bars of soap. Hook 
members 68, 70 are formed integrally with the dish 26 
on which articles which are conveniently hung when not 
in use may be temporarily or permanently supported. 
Such hangable articles may include washcloths, bathing 
caps or the like. Toward each side of the bottom panel 
66 is disposed a slotted opening 72 for receiving the end 
such as end 24 of the side portion 16 of the hanging strap. 
member 12. The end 24 and the slotted opening 72 com 
prise a mated pair of pressure operated fastening means 
for securely supporting the soap dish 26 by and between 
the ends 22, 24 of the lower end portions 14, 16. The 
end 24 may include a slight head portion 74 which may 
be pushed through the slotted opening 72 but which ex 
tends slightly horizontally across the inside surface of the 
bottom panel 66 of the soap dish 26. Thus, as is shown 
particularly clearly in FIG. 7, the side portions 14, 16 of 
the hanging strap member 12 effectively wrap around the 
ends of the soap dish 26 and project upwardly inwardly 
through the slotted openings 72 to securely hold the soap 

- dish and to space the lower ends of the hanging strap 
member 12. 

Referring to FIG. 8 an alternative embodiment of the 
invention is illustrated in which an integrally formed 
upper basket 27' is supported by and between a pair of 
lower end portions 16, 14. In this example the upper 
basket 27' is molded in one piece with a back panel 76, 
a front portion 78, a bottom panel 80 and a pair of side 
portions 82, 84. The side panels 82, 84 are formed with 
a vertical channel 86 which has a depth and width for 
smuggly holding the portion 16 of the hanging strap 
member against any horizontal component of motion with 
respect to a side panel 82. The strap portion 6' has a 
horizontally extending arm member 88 which is effec 
tively woven through a plurality of slot openings 93 in 
the side panel 82. The arm member 88 is terminated by 
an end portion 92 which projects inwardly through a 
slotted opening 94 and has lip portions 96 which hold the 
arm 88 securely in place with respect to the upper basket 
27. Thus the upper basket in this example is secured 
against any vertical, horizontal or rotational motion with 
respect to the strap portions 16'. Symmetrical counter 
parts of the arm 88 and slotted openings 90 and 92 as 
well as other components are illustrated on the opposite 
side of the upper basket 27 in the figure. 
There have thus been disclosed and described a number 

of embodiments and features of a molded plastic hanging 
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4. 
facility for holding shower and bath articles. While spe 
cific examples of the invention have been disclosed for 
the purposes of presenting as clearly as possible a com 
plete understanding of the invention, the various embodi 
ments shown are not intended as a limitation upon the 
scope of the invention itself which is to be measured only by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: - 
1. A molded plastic facility for holding shower and 

bath articles in a shower or bath enclosure comprising: a 
hanging support member having a middle portion and 
two side members depending therefrom adapted to be 
hung from a substantially horizontally disposed length of 
water pipe and extending from one wall of said enclosure 
to the shower head, adjustably binding means connected 
with said middle portion of said hanging support member 
for securely gripping said water pipe, said hanging Sup 
port member including two extended side members de 
pending substantially vertically and symmetrically from 
said middle portion, each of said side members having a 
lower end which ends are mutually spaced, a first pressure 
operated mating fastener means disposed on each of said 
ends, a plastic utility holder for bath and shower articles 
disposed between said spaced lower ends of said side 
members and having at each of its ends a pressure oper 
ated fastener means for mating with said first fastener 
CaS. 

2. A plastic shower room utility basket of the character 
adapted to hang from the shower head water pipe or 
curtain rod comprising: a hanging member having a pair 
of side members extending Symmetrically downwardly 
from the middle portion of said hanging member and hav. 
ing horizontally spaced ends, an adjustably binding means 
portion of Said hanging member disposed in said middle 
portion for gripping the shower head water pipe near 
its protrusion from the shower room wall, a plastic soap 
dish disposed between said spaced ends and having its 
ends disposed adjacently thereto, said Spaced ends each 
forming Pressure operated first mating fastener element, 
said plastic Soap dish including at each of its said ends a 
PSSSure operated second mating fastener adapted to mate 
with one of Said fastener elements to removably hold said 
soap dish by said hanging member, said Soap dish com 
prising at least one holder extension for Supporting bath 
1ng articles which are conveniently hook Suspended when Ilot in use. 

3. A molded plastic facility for holding bath and show 
er articles and being of the character to hang from the 
shower head feed pipe or curtain rod comprising: a 
hanging strap member having a pair of side members 
extending symmetrically downwardly from the middle 
Portion of said hanging strap member and having hori 
zontally Spaced ends, an adjustably binding means por 
tion of said hanging strap member disposed in said mid 
dle Portion for gripping the shower head water pipe near 
its protrusion from the shower room Wall, a plastic soap 
dish disposed between said spaced ends and having its 
ends disposed adjacently thereto, said Spaced ends each 
forming a pressure operated first mating fastener ele 
nint, said plastic Soap dish having at each of its said 
ends a pressure operated second nating fastener ele 
ment adapted to mate with one of said first fastener ele 
ments to removably hold said soap dish by said hanging 
strap member, at least one holder extension attached to 
said soap dish for hooking bath and shower articles 
which are conveniently hook-Suspended when not in use, 
a plastic Walled tray holder for bottles and the like dis 
posed between said spaced side members with its end 
Walls disposed adjacently to said side members at pre 
determined regions thereon which are disposed between 
said ends of said side members and said binding means, 
teach of said end walls of said walled tray holder hav 
ing a first plastic pressure operated mating tray fastener 
member and each of said side members having in said 
predetermined region a second plastic pressure operated 
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tray fastener member for nating with one of said first 
tray fastener members for removably securing said 
walled tray holder by said hanging member. 

4. A molded plastic facility for holding bath and 
shower articles and being of the character to hang from 
the shower head feed pipe, curtain rod or shower door, 
comprising: a hanging strap member having a middle 
portion and a pair of side members extending symmet 
rically downwardly from said middle portion of said 
hanging member and having horizontally spaced ends, 
an adjustably binding means portion of said hanging 
member disposed in said middle portion for gripping the 
shower head water pipe near its protrusion from the 
shower room wall, a plastic soap dish disposed between 
said spaced ends and having its ends disposed adjacently 
thereto, said spaced ends each forming a plastic pressure 
operated first mating male fastener element, said plastic 
soap dish having at each of its said ends a pressure op 
erated female second mating fastener element adapted 
to mate with one of said first fastener elements to re 
movably hold said soap dish by said hanging member, 
at least one holder extension disposed on said soap dish 
for supporting bathing articles which are conveniently 
hook suspended when not in use, a plastic, walled tray 
holder for bottles and the like disposed between said 
spaced side members with its end walls disposed adjacent 
ly to said side members at predetermined regions thereon 
which are disposed between respective ones of said ends of 
said side members and said binding means, each of said 
end walls of said walled tray holder including a first 
plastic pressure operated mating tray fastener member 
and each of said side members including in said predeter 
mined region a second plastic pressure operated tray 
fastener member for mating with one of said first tray 
fastener members for securing said walled tray holder 
by said hanging member. 

5. A molded plastic shower room utility basket for 
holding shower and bath articles and being of the char 
acter adapted to depend from and be supported by the 
shower head water pipe contiguously to the shower room 
wall, said basket comprising: a plastic supporting strap 
member having a first lower end, a middle portion, and 
a second lower end, said strap being effectively folded 
over the water pipe with side portions extending sym 
metrically downwardly from said middle portion to said 
lower ends, gripping means for binding said strap Se 
curely to said water pipe including a slidably adjusting 
collar element disposed at least partially about said side 
portions below and contiguously to said pipe whereby 
forced sliding of said collar element controls the grip 
ping of said pipe by said strap, said collar element also 
including a hook extension adapted for hanging said 
utility basket from a curtain rod or shower door, said 
lower ends of said side portions being horizontally 
spaced, a plastic soap dish disposed between said spaced 
ends and having its ends disposed adjacently thereto, said 
spaced ends each forming a pressure operated first mating 
fastener element, said plastic soap dish including at each 
of its said ends a pressure operated second mating fasten 
er element adapted to mate with one of said first fastener 
elements to removably hold said soap dish by said hang 
ing member, said soap dish comprising at least one 
holder extension for supporting bathing articles which 
are conveniently hook suspended when not in use, a 
plastic walled tray holder for bottles and the like dis 
posed between said spaced side members with its end 
walls disposed adjacently to said side members and pre 
determined regions thereof which are disposed between 
said ends of said side members and said collar element, 
each of said end walls of said walled tray holder having 
a first plastic pressure operated mating tray fastener 
member and each of Said side members having in said 
predetermined region a second plastic pressure operated 
tray fastener member for mating with one of said first 
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?tray fastener - members for removably securing said 
Walled tray holder by said supporting strap member. 

6. A molded plastic facility for holding bath and 
shower articles and being of the character to hang from 
the shower head water pipe or curtain rod comprising: 
a hanging strap member having a pair of side members 
extending symmetrically downwardly from the middle 
portion of said hanging strap member and having hori 
Zontally spaced ends and an adjustably binding means 
portion of said hanging strap member disposed in said 
middle portion for gripping the shower head water pipe 
near its protrusion from the shower room wall; a plastic 
soap dish disposed between said spaced ends and having 
its respective ends disposed adjacently thereto, said 
spaced ends each forming a pressure operated first mat 
ing fastener element; a pressure operated second mating 
fastener element included at each of said ends of said soap 
dish adapted to mate with one of said first fastener ele 
ments to removably hold said soap dish by said hanging 
strap member; a plastic walled tray holder for bottles 
and the like disposed between said spaced side members 
with its end walls, front wall and bottom panel all form 
ed integrally with said spaced side members at predeter 
mined regions thereof which regions are disposed be 
tween said, ends of said side members and said binding 
means; a first plastic pressure operated mating tray fast 
ener member disposed in each said region; a rear panel 
of said walled tray holder adapted to extend between said 
spaced side members; and, disposed at its ends adjacently 
to said side members, a second plastic pressure operated 
tray fastener member for mating with one of said first 
tray fastener members for removably securing said back 
panel of said walled tray holder to said hanging member 
thereby to form the fourth substantially enclosing wall 
of said walled tray holder. 

7. A molded plastic shower room utility basket for 
holding shower and bath articles and being of the char 
acter adapted to depend from and be supported by the 
shower head water pipe contiguously to the shower room 
Wall, said basket comprising: a plastic supporting strap 
member having a first lower end, a middle portion and 
a second lower end; said strap member being effectively 
folded over the water pipe with side portions extending 
symmetrically downwardly from said middle portion to 
said lower ends; gripping means for binding said strap 
member securely to said water pipe including a slidably 
adjusting collar element disposed at least partially about 
said side portions below and contiguously to said pipe 
whereby forced sliding of said collar element controls the 
gripping of said pipe by said strap member; said collar 
element also including a hook extension for alternative 
ly hanging said utility basket from a curtain rod or show 
er door; said lower ends of said strap member be 
ing horizontally spaced; a plastic soap dish disposed be 
tween said spaced ends and having its ends disposed adja 
cently thereto; said spaced ends each forming a pressure 
operated first mating fastener element; a pressure oper 
ated second mating fastener element disposed at each 
said ends of said plastic soap dish adapted to mate with 
one of said first fastener elements to hold said soap dish 
by Said hanging member; at least one holder extension 
disposed on said soap dish for supporting bathing articles 
which are conveniently hook suspended when not in 
use; a plastic Walled tray holder for bottles and the like 
disposed between said side portions with its end walls 
disposed adjacently to said side portions of said strap 
member at predetermined regions of said side portions 
which regions are disposed between said ends of said side 
portions and said collar element. 

8. A molded plastic shower room utility basket for 
holding shower and bath articles and being of the char 
acter adapted to depend from and be supported by the 
shower head water pipe contiguously to the shower room 
Wall, said basket comprising: a plastic supporting strap 
member having a first lower end, a middleportion and 
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a second lower end; said strap member being effective 
ly folded over the water pipe with side portions extend 
ing symmetrically downwardly from said middle portion 
to said lower ends; gripping means for binding said 
strap member securely to said water pipe including a 
slidably adjusting collar element disposed at least partial 
ly about said side portions below and contiguously to 
said pipe whereby forced sliding of said collar element 
controls the gripping of said pipe by said strap mem 
ber; said collar element also including a hook extension 
for alternatively hanging said utility basket from a cur 
tain rod or shower door; said lower ends of said strap 
member being horizontally spaced; a plastic soap dish 
disposed between said spaced ends and having its ends 
disposed adjacently thereto; said spaced ends each form 
ing a pressure operated first mating fastener element; a 
pressure operated second mating fastener element dis 
posed at each said ends of said plastic soap dish adapted 
to mate with one of said first fastener elements to hold 
said soap dish by said hanging member; at least one 
holder extension disposed on said soap dish for support 
ing bathing articles which are conveniently hook sus 
pended when not in use; a plastic walled tray holder for 
bottles and the like disposed between said side portions 
with its end walls disposed adjacently to said side por 
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tions of said strap member at predetermined regions of 
said side portions which regions are disposed between 
said ends of said side portions and said collar element, 
said walled tray holder having bottom, front, and rear 
portions, said bottom and front portions being formed 
integrally with Said side members and said end walls; 
a first plastic pressure operated mating tray fastener 
member disposed on each of said side portions in said 
predetermined region thereof; and a second plastic pres 
sure operated tray fastener member disposed at each end 
of said rear portion adjacently to said side portion for 
mating with a respective one of said first tray fastener 
members for securing said rear portion of said walled 
tray holder to said supporting strap member. 
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