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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM BRUBAKER, 

of Stoyestown, in the county of Somerset and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Mail-Bags; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it pertains to make and use 
it, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, which form part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to an improved mail 

bag; and the object of the same is to provide 
an improved manner of holding the bag at 
its upper end whereby the same is completely 
and securely closed; and a further object of 
the invention is to provide the bag with an 
improved locking device. 
The invention consists in the novel features 

of construction hereinafter fully described 
and claimed and illustrated in the accompa 
nying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bag. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional plan view of the same 
when closed. Fig. 3 is an elevation of the 
lock with the inner side removed. 
A designates the body of the bag having 

the slots B arranged in corresponding series 
upon its back and front near the upper end, 
and secured between the upper edges of the 
back and front are the side laps or folds C 
which fold inward as shown and which are 
provided with slots D similar in character to 
slots B for the passage of the locking sta 
ples E which are secured as shown to the in 
ner side of flap G. When the bag is closed 
the said flap is adapted to fold over its upper 
edge and down over its front side with the 
said staples projected through slots B of the 
bag and D of the flaps or folds and through 
the slots in the rear side of the bag to the 
lock H. 
The frame of the lock is secured to the bag 

by its inner plate I which is formed with a 
suitable number of slots to receive the lock 
ing staples. The locking frame extends 
across the bag as shown and is provided with 
a series of staple compartments J which are 
formed by partitions K and into these com 
partments the staples E are extended where 
they are engaged by the spring actuated and 
beveled bolts L. The springs for the bolts 
are arranged between the adjacent partitions 

of the compartments and enlargements Mon. 
the bolts, the springs being coiled about the 
bolts as shown so that the latter are held 
normally projected into the Said staple com 
partments. From the inner side of each bolt 
projects a pin N and movable longitudinally 
through all the compartments is the bar O 
from which depend the fingers T which en 
gage the said pins N and the said bar is so 
arranged that one end may be engaged and 
operated by the insertible key Q and thus 
moved longitudinally which in effect moves 
backward all the bolts thus releasing the sta 
ples and allowing the bag to be opened. The 
bolt being projected normally into the staple 
compartments are in a locked position so that 
when the bag is closed the staples are slipped 
thereinto and are thus automatically locked. 
It will be noticed that each bolt is capable of 
a separate backward movement so that it is 
not necessary to snap all the bolts and posi 
tion all the staples at the same time as the 
said operation may be begun at one end and 
continued until all of the bolts have been en 
gaged by the staples. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. The combination of a mail bag, staples 
for holding the same closed, a lock case Se 
cured to the bag and provided with slots 
through which the staples pass, vertical par 
titions integral with the top and bottom of 
the case, the partitions forming spaces for 
confining the staples from lateral movement 
and provided with transverse openings, and 
spring actuated bolts movable through said 
openings, substantially as shown and de 
scribed. 

2. The combination with a mail bag and 
staples for holding the same closed, of a lock 
case, vertical partitions therein extended 
from top to bottom of the case and forming 
staple compartments, spring held bolts pro 
jected normally into said compartments for 
engaging the staples when inserted there 
into, and a means for retracting the bolts, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
WILLIAM BRUBAKER, 

Witnesses: 
JNO. H. SNYDER, 
J. H. BENDER, 
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