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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS POWERS, of
Perryville, in the county of Perry and State of
Missouri, have invented new and useful Tm-

rovements in Camera-Stands, of which the

ollowing is a full,clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to photographic:cam-
era stands for gallery and other uses, in which
the bed or platform is made capable of being
raised or lowered and of being adjusted to oc-

cupy different angular positions; and thein-

vention consists in novel constructions of the
same and in the means and certain auntomatic
stopsused for operating thebed or platform,and
for holding it at its different adjustments,sub-
stantially as hereinafter described,and pointed
out in the claims. '

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figurel is a vertical longitudinal section of
my improved camera-stand, with its bed or
platform adjusted to occupy an angular posi-
tion relatively tothe horizon. Tig.2isan end
elevation of the same, and Tig. 3 a horizontal
section upon the line # « in Fig. 1.

A is a stationary frame mounted upon a
base, B. This frame, which may be an open
one, serves to guide and receive down within
it a rising and falling. center frame, C (.

D is the bed or platform on which the cam-
era,when being used, is placed. Said bed or
platform is hinged at or near its one end, as
at b, to the one end of the top or table ¢’ of
the center frame, down on which the platform
rests when required to oceupy ahorizontal po-
sition.

The center frame,C ', and with it the bed
or platform D, is raised, and its drop, if de-
sired, controlled by turning in a suitable di-
rection a horizontal barrel or shaft, ¢,on which
may be fitted a crank orhandle, d. This bar-
rel or shaft, whichis intermediate of the length
of the stationary frame A, and has its bear-
ings in theupper portion.thereofat a suitable
height from thefloor,extends across the frame
A,and has attached to it the one end of a band-
like strap or other flexible connection, B,
which passes down from said shaift, under or

| round a roller, ¢, in the lower portion of the

center frame,C ', and up to the top of the sta-
tionary frame A, where it is made fast at its
opposite end, so that by turning the shaft cina
given direction the flexible band or connec-
tion E will serve to 1ift the center frame as re-
quired. Said center frame is quickly and au-
tomatically held at any point in itslifg by a
Peculiar stop, G,which consists of alever-like
clamp fitted to loosely rock at its inner end
upon or with a cross-shaft, £, mounted upon
the upper portion of the stationary frame A.
The outer or opposite end of said lever clamp
or stop G is bent and spread to form a free
strap-like loop, g, that embraces in a loose
manner the one uprightof the center frame, C
C. 'When said center frame is lifted, then the
friction of its upright, which passes through
the loop g, against or on said loop, will raise
the clamp or stop G to an approximately hori-
zontal position, or so as to relieve it from
pressure on the moving upright. So soon,
however, as the operator ceases to lift the cen.
ter frame, C C',and releases hold of its lifting-
shaft ¢, then the strap -like portion g of
the clamp G will be relieved of all lifting
force, and its tendency to drop,combined with
any slight reaction from its raised position of
the center frame,C ¢, will cause the loop-like
end of the clamp G to fall and tightly wedge
or bear against the upright of the center
frame, the weight of the latter, together with
any superincumbent weight it may carry,add-
ing to the binding or holding action of the
clamp. Thus, itwill be seen,the tilting clamp
G operates automatically to 1nstantly hold the
center frame at any height the operator may
desire. :

When it is required to lower the center
frame,C C', then the outer or loop end of the
tilting friction-clamp G is slightly lifted by
means of a lever, H, pivoted at % to the sta-
tfonary frame and connected with the tilting
clamp by a link, 4. :

The bed or platform D is tilted or adjusted
to any required angle by means of a prop or
leg, I, hinged, as at %, to or near the free end
of the hinged or rocking platform, and ar-
ranged to pass {reely down through apertures
lin the one end portion of the table ¢/ of the
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rising and falling center frame, and freely
through an aperture, m, in & tilting clamp or
stop, J, pivoted orhinged at its one end, asab
n, to the center frame. After the bed or plat-
form D has been raised to any desired angle
and lifting force rcleased from' it, then  its
weight and the tendency of it and of the tilting
friction-clamp J to drop, will cause the pend-
ent prop or leg Ito be instantly and auto-
matically gripped by the tilting clamp,there-
Ly immediately and securely holding the bed
or platform at its required angle. ' The mo-
ment, however, the tilting clamp J is touched
to raise it,oris slightly raised—as,for instance,
by pushingup upoun an attached: rod, s—the
clamp is released and 'the bed or platform D
drops.

Having thus fully described my invention,
T claim as new 'and desireto secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In adjustable stands for photographic
camerds, the combination of a stationary frame,
a rising and falling guided center frame car-
rying the bed or platform on which the cam-
era is to be plaged, and an automatic tilting
clamp or stop having a free strap-like loop
embracing an upright of the rising and falling
frame, and whieli clamp or stop hasa central
arm pivoted to the stationary frame,butoper-
abing to bind or lock and hold the Jatter im-
mediately upon lifting foree being. released
from the center frame, substantiaily ‘as speei:
fied.

9. In adjustable stands for photographic
cameras, the combination of: the stationary
frame A; the rising and falling center frame, C
¢, guided in its up-and-down movement by
said stationary frame, the tilting bed or plat-
form D, carried by said center frameand pro-

vided with a hinged pendent prop or:leg
passed through an automatie tilting clamp or
stop and a rod connected to the said clamp or
stop, and the automatie tilting elamp or stop
G, having a free strap-like loop embracingan
upright of the rising and falling frame, and
which clamp or stop has a central arm piv-
oted to the stationary frame, essentially as
shown ‘and described.

3. In adjustable stands for photographic
cameras, the combination of the stationary
frame A, the rising and falling guided center
frame;C €', the tilting bed or platform D,car-
ried bysaid center frame and provided with
ahinged pendent prop or leg passed through

an automatictilting elamp orstop and arod con-  :

nected to the said clamp or stop, the barrel or
shaft ¢, the flexible lifting band or connection
E, and an automatic stop adapted to eatch or
hold the center frame upon lifting foree being
removed from it, which stop is provided with
a free strap-like loop embracing an upright of
the rising and falling frame, and which stop
has a ceatral arm pivoted: to the stationary
frame, substantially as specified, :

4. In adjustable sbands for photographic
cameras, the combination,with the rising and
falling frame C ¢V, and the bed or platform D
pivoted or hinged thereto,of the pendent prop
or leg I, pivotedor hinged to the platform,and
the automatic tilting clampor stop J, through
which passes said leg and the rod connected
to said clamp or stop, substantially as shown
and deseribed:

THOMAS POWERS.

Witnesses:
HoNrY G. KIESLER,
JAadEes C. NORLL.
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