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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, OsSIAN FAYETTE LEE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Wonewoe, in the county of Juneau and State
of Wisconsin, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Harness, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification.
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The invention relates to improvements in
thill-tugs, having for its object to provide a
simple, cheap, effective, and easily-operated
connection for the back-band, belly-band, and
shaft-loop; and it consists in a certain novel
cotistruction and combination of devices, fully
described hereinafter in connection with the
accompanying drawings and specifically
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a portion of the harness, showing the
improvementsin the operative position. Fig.
2 is a vertical central sectional view of the
same. Fig. 3 is a detail perspective view of
the buckle detached.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
ignates the buckle,which consists of the plate
B, provided on its inner side, near its ends,
with the similar integral loops C C, and also
provided midway betweén the said loops with
thestationary stud or pin D,which is designed
to engage one of the perforationsin theback-
band E, which passes through loops.

The belly-band F (a portion of which is
shown in the drawings) is provided at its ends
with a loop or billet G,which is engaged with
the lower loop C, thereby connecting the
belly-band to the end of the back-band.

K designates the shaft-loop, one end of
which is affixed to an integral loop L on the
lower end of the buckle, and the free end of
the said shaft-loop is provided with an eye
M,which is adapted to be engaged with asnap-
hook N on the outer side of the buckle. This
snap-hook consists of a rigid hook n, having
a notch 7/ in the innerside of its freeend, and
the spring-tongue O, which is affixed rigidly
to the buckle and fits at its free end in the
noteh n’,whereby it is protected from the eye
on the end of the shaft-loop.

i

The advantages of the improvement will be
obvious. The adjacent endsof the back-band
and belly-band are readily eonnected by en-
gaging: the end of the former in the buckle A,
and after the horse has been placed between
the thills the shaft-loop is earried around the
latter and its free end engaged with thesnap-
hook, as deseribed. Thus much time and la-
bor are saved in attaching the horse to a ve-
hicle, the greatest difficulty with the old forms
of barness being in directing the thills
through the shaft-loops.

" Having thus described the invention, I
claim— ;

1. The combination of the plate B, designed
to be attached to the back and belly bands
and provided on its inner side, near its ends,
with similar loops C C and the stud inter-
mediate of its ends, and on its outer side, be-
tween its ends and the loops C C, with the
rigid hook N and-the spring having the free
end thereof engaging the hook, said plate B
being provided at its lower end, below the
loop C and the hook N,with the integral loop
L, and theshaft-loop attached to the plate B,
substantially as described. .

2. The combination, with the plate B, pro-
vided on one side with the similarloops C, of
the stud designed to receive the back and
belly bands and having its other side pro-
vided with the hook N, and the spring ar-
ranged between said loops C C, said plate hav-
ing an integral loop L arranged below the
loop C, and the hook of the shaft-loop K, hav-
ing one end secured to the loop L and its
other end being free and provided with an
eve to engage the hook, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

OSSIAN FAYETTE LEE.
Witnesses:
C. E. WOLFENDEN,
J. H. WOLFENDEN.
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