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To all whom it may concern: : ‘
Be it known that I, ALGrrAUS C. WATSON,

a citizen of the United States, residing at:
" London, in the county of Madison and State.

of Ohio, have invented a certain new and

“useful Improvement in School-House Con-
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struction, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to improvements in
school house construction and the objects of
my invention are to provide an improved con-
struction in school buildings of that character
which are not built for the accommodation of
graded classes in separate rooms, such as

school buildings ordinarily constructed in

country distriets; to provide ordinary one
roomed school buildings with a recitationroom
which shall be cut off from the study room and
from which oneteacher may observe the schol-
arsin both rooms; to provide in combination
therewith study booths and to produce other
improvements in detail of construction which
will be more specifically pointed out herein-
after. TheseobjectsIaccomplishinthe man-
ner illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of a school build-
ing and room having my improved construc-
tion, and Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the
building on Iine  « of Fig. 1.

Similarlettersrefertosimilar parts through-
out the several views. _

a represents the walls of a school building
of the class which is ordinarily provided with
one room and wherein the schoo] is intended
to be presided over by one teacher. From
one of the end walls of the building and ex-
tending inwardly parallel with the side wallg
thereof, I provide a partition wall b of any
usual or wellknown construction. This parti-
tion wall which, as shown, is preferably ar-
ranged at one side of the center of the width

- of thebuilding, extends as shown partly across
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the main floor and terminates at a doorway
b’y said doorway being formed between the
end of said partition b and one end of a glass
partition % As shown in the drawings, the
inner end of this glass partition b*is on the
line of the partition b from which point said
glass partition extends obliquely outward to
meet the front or opposite wall of the build-
ing from that which is met by the partition b,

thus providing in one end of the room ¢ which

is cut off by said partitions, a flaring enlarge-
ment at one end and on one side thereof. 55
- The doorway b’ is normally closed by a
suitable door indicated at ¢’.

Along one or more sides of the original or
larger room b thus formed, I provide small
‘compartments or study booths d’, each of the 6o
latter having a door and doorway 2 therefor
which open into said larger or general room
d, said doors being preferably provided with
panels of glass, as indicated at e, although
the same may besolid. These booths orcom- 6 5
partments d’ may be provided with light and
ventilation through the medium of windows

farranged in the building walls.

g represents the main entrance to the build-
ing and the rows of dotted lines g’ indicate 70
the seating arrangement in the larger or gen-
eral room d, although it is evident that this .
seating arrangement mightbe readilychanged
without affecting the character or pri neiple of
my invention, and that the entrance g might 75
be changed to any other desirable point.

It is well known that one of the difficulties
of condueting schools of the class above men-
tioned arises from the fact that classes of
different grades recite in the same room as 8c
that occupied by the remainder of the stu-
dents and that the students not in class have
their attention attracted from their studies
by such recitations and that where a separate
recitation room is used and but one teacher $ 5
is employed the scholars notengaged in reci-
tation are left without a teacher to watch over
them., These difficulties I obviate by the
construction of the room ¢ which may be used
as a recitation room and which at the same 99
time is of such construction and arrangement
as to admit of the teacher standing in the
larger end thereof adjacent to the inclined
transparent partition section and overlook-
ing both rooms. It is evident that the mem- 95"
bers of the class reciting may arrange them-
selves either in the position shown by the
dotted line ¢? or in any other desirable or con-
venient position behind the solid partition b.
By this construction and arrangement it will roo
not only be seen that the teacher may over-
look both rooms from one point, but that the
students by their exerciges in one room can-
not attract the attention of those of the other,
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It isevidentthatordinaryone or tworoomed
school buildings may be readily provided at
a low expense with the combined solid and
transparent partitions herein described and
it will also be seen that the study booths or
compartments will be of great service as pri-
vate study rooms for scholars who are easily
annoyed or whose attention is readily at-
tracted from their studies by other students.
Although the partition herein described is
shown as running from the rear to the front
wall of the building, it is evident that this
partition may extend between any two of the
building walls the character of the building
will most readily permit. '

If additional light is necessary to the room,
it is evident that the same may be had by the
arrangement of one or more suitable skylights
% B’ in the roof and ceiling of the building.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— '
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1. In a school house construction the com-
bination with the outer walls and main frame
thereof, of a partition seetion b extending
partially across the room inclosed by said
walls formed of opaque material and an ob-
liquely arranged transparent continuation b*
of said partition and a doorway formed in a
section or between sections of said partition,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

2. In a school house construction the com-
bination with the main walls and building

frame, of a partition therefor consisting of an.

opapue section b and a flaring or inclined
transparent section b of study booths or
compartments arranged about one or more
sides of one or both of the rooms thus formed,
substantially as and for the purpose specified.

ALGERAUS C. WATSON.

In presence of—
B. F. MAR7TZ,
C. C. SHEPHERD.
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