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1. 
This invention relates to improvements in col 

lapsible tables and has for one of its objects the 
provision of a particularly novel and many-pur 
pose table unit in which the top thereof is in the 
form of a serving tray connected to and aSSO 
ciated with a pair of leg members in Such novel 
manner that the leg members and the tray top 
may be readily collapsed and folded into very 
small compass and as readily set up to serve as 
a tray and as a small and extremely light table 
with full accommodation between the leg men 
bers and under the tray top for the legs of the 
seated user. . 
Another object is to provide a table-tray unit 

such as described in which the tray top is hinged 
ly confined on one of a pair of U-shaped leg 
members and releasably connected by means of 
catch members to the other leg member in such 
manner that the collapsing and folding of the 
unit and the extension thereof into table forma 
tion may be readily and easily effected With a 
minimum of operations and simple movements. 
A further object is to provide a tray-table unit 

such as described in which the tray top and one 
of the leg members tend to gravitate into the 
proper folded position with relation to the other 
leg member on release of the catch members, 
thereby assuring that the user will collapse and 
fold the unit in the proper manner. 
With the foregoing objects in view, together : 

with such other objects and advantages as may 
subsequently appear, the invention resides in the 
parts and in the combination, construction and 
arrangement of parts hereinafter described and 
claimed, and illustrated by way of example in the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a tray-table em 
bodying the present invention and shown set up 
for use, 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
botton of the tray top showing the arrangement 
of the hinges and the catches thereon, 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the table showing 
how the tray top is lifted when releasing the 
catches, the arrows indicating the direction in 
which the tray top and the then free leg member 
are swung downward to collapse and fold the 
unit, 

Fig. 4 represents a side elevation of the table 
unit when folded, 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary enlarged elevational 
view showing one of the pivoted connections of 
the leg members, and 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on the line 6-6 
of Fig. 1. 
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2 
In accordance with this invention in its pres 

ent embodiment, a light and preferably rectangu 
lar metal tray 6 of standard size is hingedly con 
nected along one longitudinal marginal portion 
of its depressed bottom 6 by simple strap metal 
hinges 7 to one of a pair of U-shaped metal leg 
members generally designated 8 and 9 as particu 
larly shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 5. In this instance 
the hinges 7 are fastened with rivets ?o to the 
under side of the depressed bottom 6' of the tray 
and rolled around the horizontal cross piece 8' 
of the U-shaped leg member 8 so that one of the 
elevated rolled-edge flanges 6' of the tray will 
overlie and extend outwardly over and conceal the 
cross piece 8' when the unit is set up as a tray 
table as best shown in Fig. 6. 
The free side pieces or legs of the U-shaped 

leg members 8 and 9 are crossed and pivoted as at 
f intermediate their ends (see Fig. 6), with in 
tervening washers 2 to provide smooth acting 
and wear-resisting pivotal connections between 
said members, thus providing four legs for the 
unit, there being non-slipping rubber tips 3 on 
the free ends of the leg members which also pre 
went Scratching of floor surfaces. 
As a means for releasably connecting the tray 

to the other leg member 9, two spring catch 
members 4 are mounted on the underside of 
the bottom 6 of the tray 6 opposite the hinges 
7 by means of rivets 5 and are arranged to snap 
over and around the cross piece 9' of leg member 
9 as best shown in Fig. 6. It should be noted that 
in having the catch members 4 in line with the 
hinges 7 and adjacent the ends of the tray as 
are the hinges, the tray is held with considerable 
stability on the leg members 8 and 9 and the lat 
ter are likewise maintained as a rigid and stable 
support for the tray. The catch members f4 are 
hook-like With downwardly facing bills so that in 
encompassing and having their free ends extend 
ing below the cross piece 9' and back thereunder 
as shown in Fig. 6, the tray and leg members are 
effectively held in secure assembled relation and 
can be moved about while lifting the unit by hold 
ing tray, without disengaging the catches. The 
other longitudinal and rolled edge flange 6' of 
the tray will overlie and conceal the cross piece 
9' of the leg member 9 as well as the catch mem 
bers 4. In this connection it should be noted 
that the elevated end flanges 6' of the tray are 
extended beyond the vertical plane of the leg 
portions of the leg members 8 and 9 so that the 
tray is symmetrically positioned and balanced on 
the leg members with its bottom 6' positioned 
below the plane of the cross pieces 8' and 9' bet 
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ter to end stability to the unit as will be appar 
ent with reference to Fig. 6. 
With reference to Fig. 3 it will be apparent that 

if the hinged side of the unit is held with one 
hand and tilted but slightly toward the Operator 
while releasing the catch members 4, the cross 
piece 9 and the leg member 9 being then released, 
will gravitate in the direction of the arrows, 
while at the same time the tray 6 tends to like 
wise gravitate and under control of the operator 
may be readily restrained to follow the leg unit 9 
and eventually take the collapsed position shown 
in Fig. 4. In this position the unit as here shown 
will take up but approximately 2% inches as to 
thickness and may therefore be conveniently 
packaged for shipment or stored in very Small 
COInpaSS. - . 

It should be noted that when the table is col 
lapsed, the tray remains suspended from the . . . . 
cross piece 8 of the leg member 8 and lies in 
Vertical position against the upright leg portions 
of member-8, while the other leg member 9 is in 
verted compared to leg member 8 and has its 
cross-piece disposed adjacent the free ends of the 
legs-of-meniaber 8, all to the end that a most con 
venient folding is ;provided for with the parts 
subject to a ready extension into “table' posi 
tion. - 

- -With reference to Fig. 4 it will be apparent that 
upon-lifting the lower longitudinal marginal por 
tion of the tray while swinging the free ends of 
the leg member 9 outwardly away from the op 
erator and downwardly to dispose the cross piece 
94 beneath the tray 6, (see Fig. 3) the catch, men 
hers. As may readily be engaged with the cross 
piece 9 to set up the unit as a tray-table in ac 
cordance with this invention. 

It should be noted that the tray 6 and cross 
pieces: 8' and 9' -at the upper ends of the leg 
knits,8 and 9 are of such length that they will 
span the lap:of a person seated in a normal fash 
ion on a chair... or the like and as these cross 
pieces extend length Wise of the tray, it follows 
that the legs proper of the tray table provide 
therebetween from the floor level to the tray an 
unobstructed Space. Which Will accommodate the 
legs and knees of the seated person. Thus the 
tray may readily be drawn into and out of a po 
sition OWerlying the lap of the seated person with 
out being obstructed and without requiring that 
Such person move the feet or lower limbs or in 
any Way crowding the legs. 
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4. 
While we have shown and described a specific 

embodiment of our invention we do not limit our 
selves to the exact details of construction set 
forth, and the invention embraces such changes, 
modifications and equivalents of the parts and 
their formation and arrangement as come with 
in the purview of the appended claim. 
We claim: 
In a tray-table unit, a pair of U-shaped leg 

members the leg portions of which are longer 
than the cross pieces thereof, means pivotally 
*connecting the side portions of said U-shaped 
Emembers in crossed relation to one another, a 
rectangular tray having a depressed bottom wall 
"and marginal flanges which latter extend above 
the plane of the bottom and laterally outward, 
means hingedly connecting the bottom of the 
tray along one longitudinal margin thereof to the 
crosspiece of one of said U-shaped leg members 
so that the fange adjacent Said margin lies Over 
and extends outwardly beyond said croSs piece, 
catch members on the botton of Said trayad 
jacent the other longitudinal margin of Said bot 
tonnarranged to releasably engage the croSS piece 
of the other U-shaped leg member to hold said 
leg members assembled as a support for the tray, 
said catch members lying beneath one of said 
flanges and in inwardly spaced relation to the 
outer edge thereof, the legs of each U-shaped leg 
member being 'Spaced apart a distance Substan 
tially equal to the length of the tray and sufficient 
to receive therebetween the feet and legs of a 
seated person with the tray Overlying the lap 
Of Such a perSon. - - - - - - - 
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