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(57) Abstract

A multipurpose fishing tool
(10) to aid in the cutting of line and
the maintenance of fish hooks and
flies is disclosed. The fishing tool
comprises two normally spaced-
apart handgrips (12, 14) that are
attached to a common flexure as-
sembly (28). A knife blade (18) is
mounted to one of the handgrips
and is oriented and directed to abut
an anvil surface (20) on the other
handgrip. One of the handgrips
contains a storage compartment
(22) that is normally enclosed by an
outer cover (34) of the handgrip.
The second handgrip contains a file
(24) that can be extended through
an opening (26) in the butt end of
the handgrip by the actuation of a
lever (76) normally seated in a slot
(85) in the base of the handgrip. A
pin (52) for cleaning the eyelets of
flies and hooks is mounted to the
frame of the tool.
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FISHING TOOL
Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to a tool to aid fishermen and, more par-
ticularly, to a multifunction tool that facilitates line cutting, attachment, removal,
storage, and maintenance of fishhooks, flies, and the like.

Background of the Invention

Fishing requires persons practicing the sport to perform a number of differ-
ent tasks in order to maximize the possibility of having a successful outing. Some
of these tasks are associated with tending to the fishing line, which is prone to
becoming damaged by tangling, bruising, or cutting. When this occurs, fishermen
often have to spend time cutting away the damaged sections of line and cutting off
and reattaching hooks, flies, lures, and the like to an undamaged section of the
line. Also, fishermen need to keep their hooks sharp so as to increase their
chances of being able to land fish. This requires fishermen to frequently file their
hooks so that they are always in the appropriate state of readiness. The need to
perform these tasks takes away from the time one is able to actually fish and, some
believe, serves to detract from the pleasure of the sport. Moreover, some fisher-
men, such as fly fishermen who fish in midstream, must hold their fishing equip-
ment in their hands or under their arms while tending it. This requires these indi-
viduals to exercise a degree of concentration and mechanical dexterity that can
further detract from the enjoyment of the activity.

There have been some attempts at providing multipurpose tools to assist
fishermen in the repair and maintenance of their equipment. A disadvantage of
many of these tools is that, while they serve some functions, they are often diffi-
cult to use, especially when a person has only one hand to work the tool, since the
other hand is needed to hold the fishing rod or the portion of line being tended.
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For example, one known tool requires a person to unsnap and then rotate a lever
before the tool can be used to cut line. The same tool also requires a person to
place his thumbnail in relatively small indentations in order to access the blades
that are stored between the upper and lower plates of the tool. These activities
require a degree of concentration and an element of time that contributes to the
complexity of the fishing process and can reduce the pleasure of the sport.

Summary of the Invention
This invention comprises a multifunction fishing tool that can be used to cut

line and aid in the insertion and removal of fishhooks, flies, weights, bobbers, and
the Tike to and from the line. Only a minimal degree of manual dexterity and time
is required to use the individual elements of the tool of this invention and make the
tool easy to use when one is trying to accomplish a number of tasks.

The fishing tool of this invention is in the form of a U-shaped device that
comprises two normally spaced-apart, hollow handgrips that are attached to a
common flexure or hinge assembly so that they can be squeezed together. One of
the handgrips is provided with a knife blade that is oriented and dimensioned to
abut an anvil surface on the opposed handgrip when the grips are squeezed
together. One of the handgrips includes a storage compartment under the outer
cover of the grip. The other handgrip holds a file that can be extended for use or

retracted back into the handgrip for storage.
In a preferred embodiment of this invention, the fishing tool has a frame

- formed of an integral piece of material with two spaced-apart inner walls that

extend from a common flexure section. Outer covers are secured over each inner
wall and are shaped so that, in combination with the associated frame inner wall,
they serve as the handgrips. Additional frame wall members are formed adjacent
one of the frame inner walls to define the storage compartment. The outer cover
associated with the storage compartment can be selectively opened or closed so that
the storage compartment can be accessed or covered. The second cover, in combi-
nation with the associated inner wall, forms a space in which the file is normally
stored. A lever, which is linked to the file, allows the file to be extended or
retracted. The knife blade is mounted to the end of one of the covers and is ori-
ented and dimensioned to abut an anvil surface on the end of the other cover. A
pin is provided in a recessed break in the frame for opening and cleaning fly and
hook eyelets.

The fishing tool of this invention can be used to cut line or things, store
items such as hooks, flies, and weights, sharpen hooks, and clean fly and hook
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eyelets. The knife blade is used by merely squeezing the handgrips together. A
simple, one-stroke motion of the lever is all that is required to extend the file for
use or retract it for storage. The eyelets of flies and hooks can quickly be cleaned
by simply passing them over the pin point. Hooks, flies, and weights can be
stored in the compartment so that one does not lose an inordinate amount of time
searching for these small items. These features make this tool well suited for use,
especially when one is also holding a fishing pole and/or trying to tend to a fishing
line as quickly as possible.

Moreover, the fishing tool of this invention is a relatively compact and
lightweight device. With the aid of a coil cord that is passed through an opening
formed in the frame, the tool can be worn around the neck of the user so that when
needed it is readily available and, when not needed, the tool is out of the way and
does not interfere with other fishing activities.

Still another advantage of this tool is that when the file is not in use it is
stored inside the body of the tool. This minimizes the file’s exposure to the ele-
ments, which reduces the rate at which it can corrode. Most of the remaining ele-
ments of the tool of this invention can be formed of noncorrosive material so that,
even with repeated exposure to salt water, there is little possibility the tool will
rust. Furthermore, the knife blade of this tool is positioned to abut a surface that
functions as a cutting surface yet does not significantly dull the blade. These fea-
tures of the tool of this invention serve to maximize the useful life of the tool.

Brief Description of the Drawings

The invention is pointed out with particularity in the claims. The above
and further advantages of this invention may be better understood by referring to
the following description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a fishing tool constructed in accordance
with this invention;

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the fishing tool depicted in FIGURE 1
wherein one of the covers is open to illustrate the container that lies therebeneath;

FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view of the fishing tool depicted in FIG-
URE 1 taken along line 3--3 in FIGURE 1 and shows in dashed lines the file
extended and retracted, the lever pivoted, and the storage compartment cover open
and closed;
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FIGURES 4a-c are perspective views of one embodiment of the invention
depicting the extension of the file out of one of the handgrips that form the fishing

tool of this invention;
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the fish-

ing tool of this invention;
FIGURE 6 is a cutaway view of the fishing tool of FIGURE 5 along the

longitudinal axis of the fishing tool; and

FIGURE 7 is a partial cross-sectional view of the fishing tool of FIGURE 7
taken along the lateral axis of the fishing tool to show how the file is secured in
place. '

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

FIGURES 1 and 2 depict a fishing tool 10 constructed in accordance with
this invention that comprises a pair of first and second handgrips, 12 and 14,
respectively, that are connected to a common hinge assembly 16 so that they can
be squeezed together. A knife blade 18 is attached to the end of the first hand-
grip 12 and is oriented and dimensioned to abut an anvil surface 20 on the opposed
portion of the second handgrip 14. The first handgrip 12 also includes a storage
compartment 22 that is normally covered. An extendable file 24 (FIGURE 3) is
normally stored in the second handgrip 14. When needed, the file 24 is extended
through an opening 26 formed in the end of the second handgrip 14.

As best represented by FIGURES 2 and 3, the fishing tool 10 has a
frame 28 formed of an integral piece of flexible, noncorrosive material, such as
acetyl resin plastic marketed by the duPont Company under the trade name
DELRINIL. The frame 28 has a pair of spaced-apart inner walls 30 and 32,
respectively, that are aftached to a common U-shaped flexure section 33 that forms
the hinge assembly 16. A first cover 34 is disposed over frame inner wall 30 to
enclose the storage compartment 22 and serve as the first handgrip 12. A second
cover 36 is disposed over frame inner wall 32 to enclose the file 24 and serve as
the second handgrip 14. A pair of sidewalls 38, a front wall 40 adjacent the flex-
ure section 33, and a rear wall 42 extend outward from the frame first inner
wall 30 to form the storage compartment 22. The rear wall 42 extends out from
the frame first inner wall at an angle of approximately 45 degrees in order to facili-

tate access to the storage compartment 22.
Frame 28 also has an end wall 44 (FIGURE 3) that extends outward from

the frame second inner wall 32 adjacent the flexure 33. A pair of truncated side-
walls 45, one shown in phantom in FIGURE 3, extend between the frame second
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inner wall 32 and end wall 44. In the depicted embodiment of the invention, the
end wall 44 is marginally closer to the flexure 33 than the opposed front wall 40
associated with the frame first inner wall 30. However, in alternative embodi-
ments of the invention, the storage compartment front wall 40 and the end wall 44
may be equidistant from the flexure 33 or the end wall 44 may be spaced farther
from the flexure.

A frame outer wall 46 extends from the outer edge of the compartment
front wall 40 to the outer edge of the end wall 44. The outer wall 46 is generally
U-shaped and is spaced from the inner walls 30 and 32 and the flexure 33. Flex-
ure 33 and the midsection of the frame outer wall 46 are joined by a pair of sym-
metrically opposed arcuate sections 48 that also form part of the frame 28. Arcu-
ate sections 48, in combination with the adjacent inner surface of the frame outer
wall 46, form a passageway 50 in the frame 28. A cloth-covered, circular, elastic-
coil cord 51, partially shown in FIGURE 2, extends through the opening 50. The
coil cord 51 allows an individual to wear the tool 10 around his neck so that the
tool will be readily available when needed.

As is shown in FIGURE 3, a pin 52 may be mounted to a tab 54 in the
frame outer wall 46, which extends inward toward the frame first inner wall 30
between the compartment front wall 40 and the flexure 33. The tab 54 is located
approximately along the lateral midpoint of the outer wall 46. The outer wall 46
curves around the outer edge of the tab 54 and has a separation 56 adjacent the
inner edge of the tab to facilitate the passage of fly and hook eyelets over the
pin 52. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, pin 52 extends 150 mils (.150
inch) above the surface of tab 54; the pin is set back on the tab approximately
90 mils away from the outer surface of the outer wall; and the adjacent lateral edge
of the frame outer wall 46 is 175 mils above the tab. The recessed placement of
the pin 52 and its relatively short length in comparison to the surrounding outer
wall 46 enclose the pin head so as to minimize the possibility of a user being
pricked by the pin.

The covers 34 and 36 are formed from a resilient plastic material such as
acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene. The outer surface of the base of each cover 34
and 36 is formed with outwardly extending projections 37 to facilitate a person’s
ability to grip and squeeze the tool 10. The first cover 34 is releasably snap-fitted
over the storage compartment 22. A pair of opposed, inwardly extending circular
projections from the sides of the first cover 34 interlock into complementary inden-
tations in the compartment sidewalls 38 adjacent the front wall 40 and the frame
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first inner wall 30 to form hinge assemblies, represented in phantom by circle 58
(FIGURE 3). A pair of oval projections 60, one shown in FIGURE 2, on each of
the compartment sidewalls 38 adjacent the frame first inner wall 30 interlock into
complementary indentations 61, one shown in phantom in FIGURE2, on the
inside side wall of the first cover 34 to secure the cover over the storage compart-
ment 22.

The knife blade 18 is mounted in an opening 62 (FIGURE 3) formed in the
end of the cover 34 adjacent the free end of the frame first inner wall 30. The
knife blade 18 is held in place by a wedge 64 secured in a first section 66 of the
opening 62 that has the profile of a truncated triangle. The wedge 64 is held in
place by complementary ridges 68 on the wedge and on the adjacent surface of the
first cover 34 that defines the opening 62. The knife blade 18 is held in place in 2
second section 69 of the opening 62 that has a generally rectangular profile by
wedge 64 and the adjacent inner surface of the first cover 34 that defines the
opening. The knife blade 18 is dimensioned such that its cutting edge abuts an
outer portion of the end of the second cover 36 that forms the anvil surface 20
when the handgrips 12 and 14 are squeezed together while the inner end of the
knife blade bears against the inside of the first cover 34,

The second cover 36 is snap-fitted to the sidewalls 38 adjacent the frame
second inner wall 32 by hinge assemblies similar to those used to secure the first
cover 34 in place. Adhesives may be used to permanently secure the second cover
to the frame 28. The second cover 36, in combination with the frame second inner
wall 32, defines a space 70 in which the file 24 is normally stored. The file 24 is
attached to a plastic file holder 72, also disposed inside space 70, that controls the
extension and retraction of the file 24. The movement of the file holder 72, and
the extension and retraction of the file 24, are controlled by a lever 76 that is piv-
otally attached to a hub 78 on the file holder. Both the lever 76 and the file holder
hub 78 are seated in an elongate slot 80 formed in the base of the second cover 36.
The outer surface of the lever 76 is dimensioned to be flush with the adjacent outer
surface of the second cover 36. The lever 76 is also provided with circular projec-
tions 37 on its outer surface to further facilitate a person’s ability to squeeze the
handgrips 12 and 14 together. As seen best in FIGURES 3 and 4a-c, the lever 76
is connected to the file holder hub 78 by a connecting rod 82 that is spaced from
the main body of the lever by a pair of longitudinally extending arms 83. The
lever-connecting rod 82 is snap-fitted into an elongate circular opening 85 formed
in the file holder hub 78. The free end of the lever 76 is formed with a pair of
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opposed steps 84 and the cover 36 is formed with symmetrically opposed indenta-
tions 86 adjacent the slot 80 to facilitate thumb or finger insertion needed to pivot
the lever so that the file 24 can be extended and retracted.

The file 24 is actually composed of two parallel file elements 77. Each file
element 77 is a cylindrical section of metal formed with a set of teeth 79 that
define a helix along the length of the element. The file elements 77 are secured
together by an epoxy cement that is applied to the ends of the elements.

The closed end of the second cover 36 is formed with the opening 26
through which file 24 is extended and retracted. In the illustrated embodiment of
the invention, opening 26 is in the form of two overlapping circles so that the
individual file elements 77 that form the file 24 can be extended and retracted
therethrough. Referring to FIGURE 3, it can be seen that the second cover 36 also
defines a space 87 between its closed end and the free end of the frame second
inner wall 32 in which an oil-carrying pad 88 may be located for lubricating and
cleaning the file 24. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a felt washer that
has been soaked in oil functions as the oil-carrying pad 88; the washer is positioned
so that the file 24 extends through the opening formed in the washer. One
preferred oil for coating the file 24 is marketed by CRC Industries under the trade
name SP-250. Other oils, which are capable of inhibiting corrosion of the file 24
may, of course, be used to coat the file. A plastic washer 90 is positioned against
the oil-carrying pad 88. The oil-carrying pad 88 and the washer 90 are held in
place by the file 24, which extends through the central openings of these elements.
The second cover 36 is formed with an inwardly extending tab 92 that further

blocks movement of the pad 88 and washer 90.
In the depicted embodiment of the invention, the second cover 36 is formed

with a flat surface between the pad and washer space 87 and its butt end. This sur-
face functions as the anvil surface 20 against which the cutting edge of the knife

blade 18 abuts.
As depicted in FIGURE 4a, the file 24 is stored inside the second cover

with the free end of the lever 76 and its opposed steps 84 positioned near the cut-
ting end of the tool 10. When the file 24 is to be used, the lever 76 is pivoted
upwardly so that the file can be extended out of the opening 26, as shown in FIG-
URE 4b. The file 24 can then be held in the fully extended position by locking the
lever 76 in the second cover 36 so that the free end of the lever is positioned near
the cutting end of the tool 10, as depicted in FIGURE 4c. The file is retracted for
storage by reversing the procedure that was used to extend it.
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The fishing tool 10 of this invention can be used to accomplish a number of
tasks fishermen need to perform and allows them to be performed with a minimal
amount of effort. All that is necessary to use the knife blade 18 is to simply press
the handgrips 12 and 14 together. The file 24 can be accessed by a simple one-
stroke motion of inserting a thumb into the step 84 formed in the lever and the
indentation 86 formed in the second cover 36, sliding the file holder 72 with the
lever, and then flipping the lever backward to lock the file in place. A fishhook is
sharpened by simply running the hook between the separate file elements 77 that
form the file 24; both sides of the hook will be sharpened simultaneously by the
individual file elements. This eliminates the need to have to first sharpen one side
of the hook and then the other side. The pin 52 is readily accessible for cleaning
fly or hook eyelets. The storage compartment 22 provides space inside the tool for
storing hooks, flies, sinkers, and the like that fishermen often need to attach to the
end of the line. Thus, the tool 10 makes it possible for a fisherman to perform a
number of tasks with a minimal amount of concentration and in a minimal amount
of time. These features also make the tool 10 well suited for use when a fisherman
is also holding a fishing pole and/or is desirous of returning the hook to the water
as quickly as possible.

Furthermore, the tool 10 of this invention is both light in weight and com-
pact in size. These features of the tool 10, in combination with the coil cord 51,
allow the tool 10 to be worn close to the chest of the user so that when it is not
needed it does not interfere with other activities yet remains readily accessible
when needed.

Most of the components of the fishing tool 10 are formed from noncorro-
sive materials. The largest metal component, the file 24, is normally contained
inside space 70, which minimizes its exposure to corrosive agents in the environ-
ment, such as salt water. Also, the knife blade 18 abuts an anvil surface 20
formed of a material that will not deform, so that articles placed thereon can be cut
and yet it will not dull the knife blade. These features of the invention serve to
maximize the useful life of the tool 10.

Still another advantage of the tool 10 is that the oil-carrying pad 88 cleans
the file 24 each time it is extended and retracted. This lubrication serves both to
simplify the effort required to sharpen hooks and to further minimize the corrosion
of the file 24.

An alternative fishing tool 110 of this invention is illustrated by FIG-
URES 5-7. Fishing tool 100 is substantially identical to fishing tool 10 of the first
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described embodiment of this invention except that, instead of having a file that
can be selectively extended, it includes a file 112 that is permanently mounted to
the handgrip 14a with which it is associated. Access to the file 112 is through an
opening 114 formed in the cover 36a that forms the handgrip 14a.

The opposed ends of file 112 are fitted into separate mounting blocks 116
that are secured to the outside surface of inner wall 32 of frame 28a. As seen best
by FIGURE 7, the frame 28a of this embodiment of the invention is formed with
two spaced-apart sidewalls 117 that extend upward from the frame inner wall 32a.
Adhesives, or other suitable fastening means such as snap tabs (not illustrated), are
used to secure the mounting blocks 116 to the frame inner wall 28a and the side-
walls 117.

Mounting blocks 116 are dimensioned to extend above the frame side-
walls 114. Each mounting block 116 is formed with a groove 118 having an oval
profile adjacent the outer surface of the block. File 112 is formed of two separate
cylindrical file elements 120 similar to the first described file elements 77. Only
small arcuate sections, approximately 90-degree sections, of each file element
extend above the surface of the mounting block 116. The mounting blocks 116 are
further formed so that the grooves 116 extend only partially across the mounting
blocks. Consequently, the opposed ends of the file elements 120 abut adjacent
walls of the mounting blocks 116 that define the grooves 118.

In some embodiments of the invention, the individual file elements 120 may
be welded together. In other embodiments of the invention the file elements 120
may be separate from each other and the grooves 118 dimensioned to allow the file
elements 120 to rotate in place. An advantage of these versions of the invention is
that entire cylindrical surface areas of the individual file elements 120 are allowed
to wear evenly.

Cover 36a is formed so that all but the opposed ends of file 112 are acces-
sible through opening 114. The opening 114 is actually defined by a pair of
opposed lips 122 that are integral parts of the cover 36a. The lips 122 are dimen-
sioned to extend over the perimeter of the adjacent file element 120 to prevent
outward movement of the file elements. Cover 34a is further formed with a pair
of longitudinally extending tabs 124 with rectangular profiles that are seated in the
spaces adjacent where the mounting blocks‘116 extend above the frame side-
walls 117. The cover 34a may be secured in place by either adhesives or snap tabs
(not illustrated).
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An advantage of the fishing tool 110 of this embodiment of the invention is
that file 112 is always exposed and therefore always accessible. Also, in the ver-
sions of the invention in which the file elements 120 are rotatably secured to the
mounting blocks 116, the outer surface of the elements wears evenly to maximize
the useful lifetime of the file 112. Moreover, file 110 of this invention can be
constructed of relatively few components to minimize the cost of its manufacture.

This description is for the purposes of illustration only. Alternative embod-
iments of this invention are possible without departing from the scope of the
claims. For example, in some versions of the invention it may not be necessary to
provide the tool 10 with the oil-embedded pad 88. Moreover, it is not always nec-
essary that the knife blade be carried on the tool inside the handgrip opposite the
grip in which the file is contained; in some embodiments of the invention the knife
blade may be mounted on the same side as the file. It is also possible to provide
the tool of this invention with other features and functions without departing from
the scope of the claims. For example, it may be desirable to provide the two
opposed interior walls with curved indentations so that ball shot, which are nor-
mally formed with an open wedge, can be compressed together such that the wedge
with its closure will squeeze down over the line to which it is to be attached. Also,
in some embodiments of the tool 10 the anvil surface 20 may be formed of a sepa-
rate element that is secured to the handgrip with which it is associated.

Therefore, it is the object of the appended claims to cover all such varia-
tions and modifications as come within the true scope and spirit of the invention.
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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privi-
lege is claimed are defined as follows:

1. A fishing tool comprising:

a generally U-shaped frame comprising two spaced-apart inner walls
attached to a U-shaped flexure, said frame formed of an integral piece of material;

first and second covers, each said cover disposed over a separate one of
said frame inner walls such that each cover and associated frame inner wall form a
handgrip;

a knife blade on a first one of said handgrips and an anvil surface on the
other of said handgrips, wherein said knife blade is oriented and positioned to abut
said anvil surface when said handgrips are squeezed together; and

a file disposed in one of said handgrips.

2. The fishing tool of Claim 1, further including a storage compart-
ment disposed in one of said handgrips.

3. The fishing tool of Claim 1 or 2, wherein said file is mounted in one
of said handgrips to be moved between a stored position in said handgrip and an
extended position away from said handgrip.

4, The fishing tool of Claim 1 or 2, wherein said file is permanently
mounted in one of said handgrips and said handgrip cover is formed with an open-
ing through which said file is accessed.

5. The fishing tool of Claim 1, wherein each said cover extends
beyond said frame inner wall with which said cover is associated and said knife
blade is mounted to one of said covers and said anvil surface is disposed on said
other cover opposite said knife blade.

6. The fishing tool of Claim 5, wherein a pair of sidewalls and a front
wall and a rear wall are attached to a first one of said frame inner walls to form a
storage compartment and said cover associated with said frame first inner wall is
releasably secured to said sidewalls over said storage compartment.
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7. The fishing tool of Claim 3, wherein said file is disposed in a space
between one of said frame inner walls and said cover associated therewith, said file
is attached to a file holder also disposed in said space, a lever is pivotally attached
to said file holder for extending and retracting said file, and said lever is normally

seated in a slot formed in said cover.

8. The fishing tool of Claim 6, wherein said file is disposed in a space
between a second of one of said frame inner walls and said cover associated
therewith, said file is attached to a file holder also disposed in said space, a lever is
pivotally attached to said file holder for extending and retracting said file, and said
lever is normally seated in a slot formed in said cover.

9. The fishing tool of Claim 6, wherein said frame further includes: an
outer wall disposed around said frame inner walls and said flexure and connected
to said frame inner walls by at least one intermediate wall, a tab integral with said
frame outer wall and directed to one of said frame inner walls, and a pin mounted

to said tab.

10.  The fishing tool of Claim 8, wherein said frame further includes an
outer wall disposed around said frame inner walls and said flexure and connected
to said frame inner walls by at least one intermediate wall, a tab integral with said
frame outer wall and directed to one of said frame inner walls, and a pin mounted

to said tab.

11.  The fishing tool of Claim 1 or 3, wherein said file is composed of
two parallel file elements wherein each said file element is in the form of a cylin-
der with teeth formed on the outer surface thereof, and said file elements are

affixed together at at least one end.

12.  The fishing tool of Claim 4, wherein said file is composed of two
parallel file elements wherein each said file element is in the form of a cylinder
with teeth formed on the outer surface thereof, and said file elements are rotatably

mounted to said frame.

13.  The fishing tool of Claim 10, wherein said frame is formed with an
opening and a cord is disposed in said opening.

L]
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14.  The fishing tool of Claim 3, further including an oil-carrying pad
disposed in said cover under which said file is stored, said oil-carrying pad dis-
posed in a space in said cover adjacent an opening formed in said cover through
which said file is extended and retracted such that when said file is extended and
retracted said file abuts said oil-embedded pad.

15.  The fishing tool of Claim 8, wherein said frame, said covers, said
anvil surface, said file holder, and said lever are formed from plastic material.

16. A fishing tool, comprising:

a generally U-shaped frame formed of an integral piece of material com-
prising two spaced-apart inner walls attached to a U-shaped flexure and a pair of
sidewalls, a front wall and a rear wall attached to one of said frame inner walls to

define a stdrage compartment;
first and second covers, each said cover disposed over a separate one of

said frame inner walls such that each said cover and frame inner wall pair forms a
handgrip, wherein said cover disposed over said frame inner wall associated with
said storage compartment is releasably secured to said sidewalls over said storage
compartment; and
a knife blade on a first one of said handgrips and an anvil surface on a sur-
* face of the other of said handgrips, wherein said knife blade is oriented and posi-
tioned to abut said anvil surface when said handgrips are squeezed together.

17.  The fishing tool of Claim 16, further including a file attached to one
of said handgrips.

18.  The fishing tool of Claim 17, wherein said file is located in said
handgrip that does not include said storage compartment.

19.  The fishing tool of Claim 18, wherein said file is mounted in said
handgrip to have a first, stowed position wherein said file is located in said hand-
grip and a second, exposed position wherein said file is extended away from said

handgrip.
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20. The fishing tool of Claim 18, wherein said file is permanently
mounted in said handgrip and said handgrip cover is formed with an opening
through which said file is accessed.

21. The fishing tool of Claim 16, wherein each said cover extends
beyond said frame inner wall with which said cover is associated and said knife
blade is mounted to one of said covers and said anvil surface is disposed on said

other cover opposite said knife blade.

22.  The fishing tool of Claim 16, wherein said frame further includes an
outer wall disposed around said frame inner walls and said flexure and connected
to said frame inner walls by at least one intermediate wall, a tab integral with said
frame outer wall and directed to one of said frame inner walls, and a pin mounted

to said tab.

23.  The fishing tool of Claim 16, wherein said frame further includes an
outer wall disposed around said frame inner walls and said flexure and connected
to said frame inner walls by at least one intermediate wall, a tab integral with said
frame outer wall and directed to one of said frame inner walls, and a pin mounted

to said tab.

24.  The fishing tool of Claim 16, wherein said frame, said covers, and
said anvil surface are formed from plastic material.
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