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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Jose PH. A. GAVIN, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of New York, borough of Brook 
lyn, in the county of Kings and State of 
New York, have invented a new and Im 
proved Ink-Guard for Typists' Fingers, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description. 
This invention relates to appliances for 

typists or typewriter operators and has par 
ticular reference to means for protecting 
typists fingers from ink stains during the 
operation of changing the ink ribbons. 
Among the objects of the invention, there 

fore, is to provide a simple and easily ma 
nipulated means whereby the typist is re 
lieved from the objectionable smudge or 
smear of the fingers when manipulating the 
ribbon, and secondly, is relieved from the 
necessity of Washing her hands after the 
operation is completed. - 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a guard means of the character stated 
of such simple and cheap nature as to be 
given with the purchase of each new ribbon 
and carried in the same container, so that 
the operator will always have the guard at 
the time and place required, and which guard 
will naturally be discarded after it has been 
used. a 

With the foregoing and other objects in 
view the invention consists in the arrange 
ment and combination of parts hereinafter 
described and claimed, and while the inven 
tion is not restricted to the exact details of 
construction disclosed or suggested herewith, 
still for the purpose of illustrating a practi 
cal embodiment thereof reference is had to 
the accompanying drawings, in which like 
reference characters designate the same parts 
in the several views, and in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view indicating 
the manner of applying the guard to the 
thumb and finger, one of these guards being 
provided for each hand; 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of one of the 
guards indicating the manner of construc 
tion, one end being completed and the other 
being only partially completed; 

Fig. 3 is a front or inside elevation of the 
same; and . . .. 

Fig. 4 is a detail view of the stiffening rib 
detached from the guard. 

Referring now more particularly to the 
drawings, I show a thumb and finger guard 

comprising a single piece of very fine high 
grade Japanese tissue paper or its equiva 
lent, the material being of a very thin rela 
tively tough texture, and hence very pliable 
and of a nature not to interfere materially 
with the operator's sense of feeling or touch. 
As indicated in Figs. 2 and 3, the guard 
members 10 and 11 for both the thumb and 
finger of the same hand are formed from the 
same piece of material and are connected by 
a web 12, which serves several important ad 
vantages. First of all, it serves to connect 
the two parts, so that they are both held to 
gether during the manufacture and manipu 
lation up to the time of actual use, so that 
the operator in picking up one of the guard 
members will surely get the other also. Sec 
ondly, the web 12 serves to assist in drawing 
on the guard members for use, and thirdly, 
as indicated in Fig. 1, said web assists in 
protecting the web or palm of the hand be 
tween the thumb and first finger from con 
tact with the inky ribbon, although the prin 
cipal merit of the device lies in the protec 
tion of the tips of the fingers. 
The device just referred to and cut from 

a single piece of paper or its equivalent, is 
formed in the following manner: The guard 
members 10 and 11 obviously are made wider 
than the web 12 and the side edges of each 
guard member are overlapped, as indicated 
at 13, at the back of the thumb or finger, 
whereby a single smooth ply of the material 
lies between the finger and the work. The 
joint at the back of the finger may be sealed 
in any suitable manner including a small 
patch of paper, or the like, 14 pasted over 
the overlapping edges. The tip ends are 
twisted as shown at 15 and the extreme ends 
after the twisting is done are folded back 
upon the outside, as indicated at 16 where 
they are pasted upon the seam or joint por 
tion of the member. This provides a very 
simple and strong manner of completing the 
tip portions of the device, still without en 
cumbering the face or palm portions. 
According to the nature of the material 

used, it may be desirable to employ addi 
tional means to secure the parts of the 
guard upon the thumb and finger while in 
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use. I employ for this purpose an elastic 
band 17, the same passing around each 
guard member and held in place by and 
beneath the patch 14. 
At 18, indicate a rib member having 

open circular ends 19 lying over or around 
O 
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the faces of the guard members. This rib 
member may be made of sheet celluloid or 
material of this character that has some 
elasticity tending to straighten itself, and 
in the manipulation of certain makes of 
ribbons, I find this rib member of advantage 
in the use of the same as a pair of nippers 
or pliers for grasping the ends of the rib 
bon or the like, the tips of the ring members 
19 being used in connection with each other 
for this purpose. The delicacy of touch, 
however, of the operator's fingers is still 
maintained through the openings in the cen 
ters of the circles, as indicated at 20, Fig. 3. 
At one end of the rib member 18 I pro 

vide a removable tab 21 which may be fit 
ted with a pin 22 to assist in threading the 
ribbon through the machine, thereby ob 
viating the necessity for using a pencil or 
a, separate tool for this purpose as is some 
times necessary according to the type of 
machine. The end of the ribbon obviously 
may be hooked upon the pin and by this 
means may be drawn through as required. 
After the ribbon is thus threaded, the pin 
point 22 may be bent down out of the way 
or the tab 21 may be broken off and dis 
carded. 
I claim: 
1. In an ink guard of the nature set forth, 

the combination of a pair of connected 
guard members for the thumb and finger 
of either hand formed of a single piece of 
thin light and cheap material, said members 
carrying Self-adjusting means to hold the 
Same in place in use. 

2. The herein described ink guard for 
fingers, the same comprising a single piece 
of fine high grade tissue paper, each guard 
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member being formed with a seam or joint 
along the outside and having the tip por 
tion thereof twisted and folded back with 
the extreme tip ends gummed to the Sean 
or joint portion adjacent thereto. 

3. The herein described ink guard for 
typists' fingers comprising a connected 
guard device for a thumb and a finger of 
either hand and light rubber elastics carried 
by both the thumb and finger portions to 
Secure the same in place in use, said elastics 
being in contact throughout their circum 
ference with said portions and thus kept 
out of contact with the flesh. 

4. The herein described ink guard com 
prising a connected member providing a 
guard for both the thumb and the finger 
of either hand, an elastic rib connected to 
the guard and extending along from the 
tip of one finger portion to the other, said 
lib being provided at its ends with portions 
having central openings through which the 
delicacy of touch of the fingers may be 
maintained. 

5. The herein described means for ma 
nipulating ink ribbons, the same compris 
ing a flexible rib device having an open 
ring portion at each end, a light fine web 
material spanning the open portion of each 
ring, and means coöperating with the end 
portions of the rib to secure the same to the 
thumb and finger respectively. 

6. The herein described means for ma 
nipulating ink ribbons, the same compris 
ing a rib device, a pin point connected to 
Gne end of the rib, and elastic means for 
securing the end portions of the rib to the 
thumb and finger. 

JOSEPH A GAVIN. 
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