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1:

This-invention: relates to new. and: useful im-
brovements: in groungd. vases: Or urne for use-in
cemeteries, memorial'parks, or similar. places; and
constitutes. an impravement over- my. Unifed

States Patent. No: 2,438,802, entitleg “Ground:

Vase’” and issued March 30, 1948

THe main-objectiof this-ifvention is.to previde
& simple, efficient; and: durable construction which
will: permit the: vase: to: be securely and’ firmly
housed within the ground casing or well either in
an: upright: or inverted position, and: also.to be
securely disposed on: the- casing in an upright
Position:above the ground:when desired.

A further-object is to provide o simple ang effi-
cient. construction in.
afforded’ in- the base: construction and the relat-
ing casing construction so-that the collection of
undesirable:liquid or sediment therein ig -avoided.

A-further objeet is-to provide & simple; efficient,
and durable: construetion: comprised- of a: mini-
mum number- of” simply. related. parts whereby
the: eost. of manufacture may be: reduced: to-a
minimum consistent with durability- and.whereby
the:ground vase can: noti: be- definitely: removed
fromits relating casing,

Yet another object resides in: the- provision- of
means whereby: thevase; when: housed: within. its

-casing,. may- be: readily lifted: out: of: the- casing
when desired.

Still:another ‘Object is-to provide simple-means
whereby. an: auxiliary lining may be readily at-
tached to and within the urn, if"s0-desired:

Fuarthen ang: more specific objects, features and
advantages:will' more- clearly-appear from. a:con-

sideration: of the detailed: specification herein- .

after- set. forth, especially: when' taken: in- con-
nection: with: the- accompanying drawings which
illustrate: g bpresent.preferred form which: the in-
vention: may. assume; and-which.form part of the
Specification:

In: brief-and: general: terms; the-invention- in-
cludes: & well: or casing- to be- embedded- in- the
ground:with-its top flush-with- the surface thereof.
The top of the- casing - is: adapted to receive an
annular- flat ground plate having g, dependent
ring-like flange on itg: inner- periphery- within
which' the-. outer surface of an urn- or- vase is
adapted to be-received; The top of the plate ex-
tends: beyond: the- outer- wall of the- casing and
has: dependent- fingers- suitably-conneeteqd - to- the
outer-surface of ‘the-casing' to-position the. ground
plate: thereon. The ground: plate-is- provided on
itsvupper surface: with: 5 plurality: of* depressions
or- seats - to: receive: projections- or-knobs on--the

base of the urn. Gne side:ofthese: seats is-cut

whieh . proper drainage-: is.
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5 curely seated within the

2
away: to. permit of the lateral. introduction. be-
neath the:ground: plate of. said: knobs into the
seats-en:the. plate, Adjacent. the seats, the de-
pendent: flange. is cut_away to permit. the knobs
above mentioned to be. moved up into Position
kneneath the plate to.be swung Anto the seats.

T nhas:a hody portion, and.a-base portion,
0i: 8; diameber: to. permit i to.pass through the
sround: plate.. The: base. of, the. urn is. provided
on- its. periphery. with.a plurality. of  projections
wiich adapt;them to be. received.in the seats on
the top of the.ground. plate, or. to, bass:into the
cut-away portions:of the dependent. flange on the
sroundiplate. Preferably; the base of the-vase is
cupsshabed. and, has. a central. knob disposed
within the cup up.to and:flush w th the open edge
of’ the: cup: to . act; as; a; ha; d:grip., Preferably,
also; a:chain is-connected: at.one end to-the inner
suriace:of. the casing, and,at the other end to a
brojection. on; the. periphery, on_ the base.of the
urn,whereby the urn naynot.be removed perma-
nently. from the casing,

In; further: particulars; the urn, at its upper
end, has:a reduced diameter, but, is provided.along
with one.or more: off-set, hollow ribs
formed: with; inner. elongate . re S5es. and, upper
overhanginglips which will ‘permit the operator’s
fingers to readily grasp the interior of the.urn. to
1ft- it; and: alse- to: provide means. whereby an
auxiliary-shell . may. he- disposed; within the: urn
and latehed. in.position. ith: respect. to.said lips.
In:further particulaps, the:-well,is provided.with
Supporbing: means. near. the hottom upon which
the: urn. may- be. Suitably- supported. when dis-
hosed within the:casing either-in the upright or
Inverted:position:

These.general, constructional features: will-per-
mit. the urn: to be. disposed: within. the. casing
either with: its: open: end: flush with: the top sur-
face of ‘the-groung: plate; or-inverted.in- the. cas-

ing- with- the-top surface-of: the cup-shaped: base

flush with the surface of the greund plate, or to
be disposed- upright: above the casing and above
the groung with the projections on the base se-
seats of the ground plate.
‘,Suitableapert_mteﬁ,are-pzzqvidqd.in. the cup-shaped
base and the bottom of the casing. to. provide. for

,Suﬁigiem.ndrainage»tg ayoid collection of undesir-

able:liquid or sediment in. the casing.
A present: preferved: form. which the. invention
may-assume: is shown.in the -drawings, .of: which:
‘Pig; 1iis-a.vertical cross-section: through: the
device-showing the urn disposed therein in-an in-
verted'position;
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Fig. 2 is a horizontal cross-section taken on
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the device, partly
broken away, showing the urn supported in an
upright position above the top of the well;

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-section similar to Fig.
1, but showing the urn disposed within the cas-
inginan upright position; .

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the device shown in
Fig. 4; :

%‘ig. 6 is a horizontal cross-section taken on the
line 6—8 of Fig. 3; and,

Fig. 7 is a partial elevation of the upper end of
the device broken away, showing the upper end
of the urn in the position shown in Fig. 4,
but with an auxiliary shell disposed therewithin.

Referring now merely to the specific forms of
the invention shown in the drawings, I have pro-
vided a metallic shell or well casing {0 adapted to
be sunk in the ground with its upper end flush
with the surface of the ground. A drainage hole
ii is disposed in the bottom of the well or casing
18. A supporting element in the form of a rod
12 extends across between the walls of the casing
above the bottom thereof.

A ground plate is adapted to be disposed on
the top of the casing 16, and is in the form of an

annular plate 15, the inner periphery of which
is provided with a dependent flange {4 which is
dimensioned to permit the passage therethrough
of & vase or urn to be disposed therein. This
plate 19 extends across the top edge of the cas-
ing, and has dependent. fingers 16 extending

" downwardly from its lower surface which are
suitably connected
outer surface of the well or casing.

The inner upper surface of the ring-like
ground plate {5, which is preferably cast in one
piece, is provided with a plurality of depressed
recesses or seats 17, preferably in opposed rela-
tion thereon. Adjacent the seats 11, the flange
{4 is vertically cut away as indicated by the nu-
meral 18, and the adjacent sides of the seats 17
are cut away as indicated by the numeral 11’ as

.and for the purposes to be explained. The
flange ¢4 and plate 15 are also cut away as at 18’
to permit passage of a chain to be later men-

- tioned. . o

There is adapted to be disposed in relation with
the casing i0, an urn which has a body portion
{9 and a base portion 20 of the same diameter
connected by an ornamental neck 21. The upper
end of the body portion is formed with a reduced
diameter as at 22, but is also provided with a
pair .of offset oppositely disposed hollow ribs 23,
the outer faces of which are flush with the sur-

. face of the main body of the vase. Within these
hollow ribs are formed elongate recesses 24 which

. extend up to a point near the top of the urn or

. vase, and the body of the vase at this point over-
hangs the upper end of these elongate slots or
recesses to form lips 28. - o o
~ The base of the urn is cup-shaped and formed
with a circular wall 26, on the outer periphery of
which are oppositely disposed knobs or projec-

‘tions 21. These are of a diametrical disposition
to either be disposed in the seats 17, or to pass
into the cut-aways I8 in the flange 14. The oot~
tom of the urn is provided with a threaded open-
ing 28 to receive the threaded stem 29 of an en-
larged head or knob 30 which extends from the
‘stem into the central portion of the cup-shaped
base with its upper surface flush with the top
_edge of the wall 26 of the base as shown in Fig. 1.

The periphery of

by rivets or welding to the.
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0

.water to the urn, and
s -readily and latchingly disposed within the urn
the base 20 is also provided 5 -inthe manner-shown in Fig. 7. L

with an eye 31 to which one end of a chain 32
is attached, the other end of which is connected
to a similar eye 33 fastened to the inner wall of
the well in any suitable manner. The bottom
of the cup-shaped base is also provided with a
hole 34 for drainage purposes.

In the form shown in Fig. 7,it is possible that
an auxiliary thin liner 35 may be disposed with-
in the urn and having upper flexible portions 36
bent outwardly to 1atchingly engage beneath the
lips 25 to hold the auxiliary shell in position.

In the operation of the device, and considering
Fig. 1, it will be seen. that the body of the urn has
been inverted and its cup-shaped base with the
projecting knobs thereon is disposed within the
dependent flange {4 of the ground plate with the
knobs 21 resting in the seats 11, and with the
lower end of the urn resting on the supporting
element 12.

In the form shown in Fig. 4, the urn is shown in
an. upright position within the casing or well with
its upper edge flush with the top of the plate,
and with its base resting on the supporting ele-
ment 12. When the device is inverted, as shown
in Fig. 1, the edge of the wall 26 of the base is
flush with the top of the ground plate, and when
the device is upright, as shown in Fig. 4, the
diameter of the urn will cause it to be disposed
within the ring-like flange 14 of the. ground
‘plate. . o

When the device is to be lifted out of the well
from the position shown in Fig. 1, the enlarged
knob 38 acts as a hand grip to enable the oper-
ator to grasp the stem and 1ift the device out of
the well. When the device js in the position
shown in Fig. 4, the fingers of the operator can
be disposed in the slots 24 and beneath the lips

25 to enable it to be readily lifted within the well.

In order to move the urn from the position
shown in Fig. 4 to that shown in Fig. 3, it is
necessary to elevate the urn and bring the knobs
on its base in alignment with the cut-away por-
tions of the dependent flange {4 until they are
disposed just beneath the top of the plate 15.
Then the urn is turned to move the knobs into
the cut-away side of the seats 17 in order to seat

_the knobs therein as shown in Fig. 3.

~ The third cut-away 18’ shown in Fig. 5 is to
permit the passage fherethrough of the eye 31
to which the chain 32 is connhected either in the
upward movement of the urn, or the downward
movement thereof. -

Tt will thus be seen that I have provided a
simple, durable, and efficient device which can
be disposed when not in use in an inverted po-
sition within the well with the exposed portion

“disposed within the ground plate and flush with

the upper surface thereof, and capable of being
quickly and easily lifted from this position. The
holes 11 and 34 permit water and sediment to be

_drained out of the base and.out of the well easily

and quickly. When the device is disposed within

the well in an upright position to receive flowers

and water therefor, its upper end housed within
the ground plate, and its upper edge is flush with

_the top of the ground plate.

When, for one reason or another, it is desired
to dispose the urn above the well, this can be
readily and easily achieved in the manner de-
scribed. If it happens that a source of water

for the vase is quite removed from the plot, the

auxiliary shell 35 may. be_employed to carry the
this auxiliary shell may be
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While the invention has been described in de-
tail and shown with respect to the accompanying
drawings, it is not to be limited to such de-
tails, since many changes and modifications may
be made in the invention without departing from
the spirit ang scope thereof. Hence, it is desired
to cover any and all forms ang modifications of
the invention which may come within the lan-
guage and scope of any one or more of the ap-
pended claims,

Iclaim:

i. For use with a cylindrical well sunk into
the ground, a vase adapted to fit into said well
in either an upright or inverted position flush
with the top of the said well or to be mounted
in the top of said well extending above said well
comprising a hollow body having an open upper
end and a base, said hase being of inverteq cir-
cular cup shape, the cup having depth and an
outer circular surface concentric with the lon-
gitudinal axis of saig body, supporting members
projecting radially outward from the circular
surface of the base, saiq cireular surface adapted
to closely fit an inner circular surface of the
well, means on the base for lifting the vase out
of the well when the vase is disposed in inverted
position and additiona]l means comprising inden-
tations coinciding with the  radial projecting
members while lifting the vase out of the well
when it is in the upright position but lowered
into the well,
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2. The invention set forth in claim 1, wherein
sald supporting members consist of rounded
knobs.

3. For use with 8 vase having latera] pro-
Jjections, a well adapted to be sunk in the ground,
said well comprising a hollow cylindrical hody
having an open upper end, and an annular
ground plate on saig upper end of the cylindrical
body, a depending ecirculay flange on said rlate
integral therewith and spaced from the cylindri-
cal wall of the body, seats diametrically opposite
each other on saig flange and projecting radially
inward therefrom, there being an opening in said
plate extending over and at one side of each seat
in registry therewith, said flange being cut away
at each seat and means in the lower portion of
said well to position a vase a spaced distance
from the bottom thereof,
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