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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 644,651, dated March 6, 1900.
Application filed Novemhber 23,1899, Serial No, 738,024, (No model)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK E. WILCOX, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
chanicsburg,in the county of Cumberland and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Fifth-
Wheels, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates generally to fifth-
wheels for vehicles, and in particular to anti-
rattlers for the same, the objects being, first,
the provision of improved means for holding
the upper and lower members of a fiftth-wheel
in frictional contact by a spring, said means
to be simple in construction, comprising the
fewest number of elements possible, so con-
structed that parts can easily be detached
and replaced and a new spring inserted when
desired, and adapted for use with vehicles
having a single or double reach, and, second,
the provision of means which will retain the
members of the fifth-wheel in their relative
positions should theking-bolt become broken.

With theseends in viewmy invention con-
sists, objectively, in an antirattler compris-
ing an upper member of a fifth-wheel pro-
vided with integral lugs, a yoke adapted to
embrace the lower member and to be secured
to the lugs of the upper member by bolts, a
springlocated in a pocket formed in the lower
partof the yoke, and a wear or follower plate.

It further consists in certain novelties of
construction and eombinations and arrange-
ments of parts hereinafter set forth and
claimed.

The accompanying drawings illustrate one
complete example of the physical embodi-
ment of my invention and two examples of
slight modifications thereof, the said ex-
amples being constructed according to the
best of the several modes or methods I have
80 far devised for the application of the prin-
ciple.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fifth-
wheel with my improvements applied. Fig.
2 is a sectional view taken on line z x of Fig.
1. TFig. 8 illustrates in perspective a yoke,
a wear or follower plate, and a removable
spring-retaining plate. Fig. 4 is a sectional
view, similar to Fig. 2, illustrating a modi-
fied shape of the wear or follower plate and

a lower member of a fifth-wheel, Which is

semicircular in cross-section or in the form .

of half a round rod. Tig. 51is a perspective
view of the wear or follower plate shown in
Fig. 4. TFig. 6 is a sectional view showing a
form of my improvement in which the spring-
retaining plate is omitted and the pocket for
receiving the spring extended only part way
through the body of the yoke.

Referring tothe several figures of the draw-
ings, the letter A designates the upper mem-
ber of a fifth-wheel, in this instance in the
form of a half-circle; B, the lower member,cor-
responding in general outline with the upper
member.

C (' are lugs of the shape shown, made in-
tegral with the upper member on opposite
sides thereof, and each lug having a hole for
a bolt.

D designates the yoke.

E E' are the arms of the yoke, each pro-
vided with a longitudinal seat and a hole for
a bolt, as shown.

F designates a spring-pocket made in the
lower part of the yoke.

G is a wear or follower plate.

H H' are recesses made in the sides of the
follower-plate to engage bolts.

IT are lugs on the plate G, which serve to
hold the plate between the arms of the yoke
and guide it in its npward and downward
movements.

J is a detachable spring-retaining plate
having perforations for bolts.

K is a coil-spring.

L L' are bolts, each threaded atone end to
receive a nut.

B'is alower member of a fifth-wheel, semi-
circular in cross-section, and G’ is a wear or
follower plate having recesses similar to those
shown in Fig. 3 to receive bolts and hold and
guidetheplate and alsoprovided with a semi-
circular or concave seat to fit the lower mem-
ber B’ of the fifth-wheel, as illustrated.

In Fig. 6 the spring-retaining plate J is
omitted and the pocket for the spring ex-
tended only part way through the body of the
lower portion of the yoke. The letter M in
that view designates the bottom of thespring-
pocket.

The method of assembling the several cle-
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mentsof the two examples illustrated in Figs.
1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 is obvious from an inspection
of the drawings. The bolts are first passed
through the lugs of the upper member of the
fifth-wheel, the spring placed in the pocket,
the follower-plate located between the arms
of the yoke, and, finally, the yoke itself and
spring-retaining plate are adjusted on the
bolts and the nuts applied.

IFrom the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the drawings, it becomes evi-
dent that I have produced a very simple and
efficient antirattler which fulfils all the con-
ditions set forth as the eud or purpose of my
invention. By the construction shown in the
complete example and first modification I

am able to use a single spring, which will be

retained in position by the pocket and for
which another can be substituted, when de-
sired, by simply removing the plate J. The
modification shown in Figs. 4 and 5 adaptsthe
improvement for use with a fifth-wheel hav-
ing a lower member circular in cross-section.
The modification shown in Fig. 6 is further
simplified by the omission of the spring-re-
taining plate. In this modification it is of
course necessary to lower the yoke for the pur-
pose of substituting a spring.

‘WhileI have illastrated and described only
one complete example and two modifications
of the physical embodiment of my invention,
I do not thereby intend to exclude from the
scope of my claims other examples which in-
volve in their construction merely colorable
changes and alterations. Moreover, my im-
provements may be used in connection with
any other form or type of fifth-wheel than
that shown and with a vehicle having a sin-
gle or double reach, inasmuch as the essence
of the invention resides in the means forhold-
ing the upper and lower members of the fifth-
wheel substantially in frictional contact or
so the lower member cannot vibrate and not
in the relation of said means to other and re-
mote parts of the vehicle with which there is
no direct cogperation.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with an upper member
of a fifth-wheel having the integral perfo-
rated lugs, C C', of a lower member; a yoke
having arms to receive bolts and a spring-
pocket made in the body of the metal; aspring
located in the pocket; a follower-plate rest-
ing on the spring and bearing against the
lower member; and bolts for rigidly uniting
the yoke and lugs, C C'; in substance as set
forth, ) :

2. The combination with an upper member
of a fifth-wheel having the perforated lugs,
C C’, of a lower member; a yoke having arms
and a spring-pocket, F, made in the body of
the metal; a spring located in the pocket; a
follower-plate resting on the spring and bear-
ing against the lower member; a removable
spring-retaining plate, J; and bolts for rigidly
uniting the yoke and lugs, C C'; in sub-
stance as set forth.

3. The combination with an upper member
of a fifth-wheel having the integral perfo-
rated lugs, C C', of a lower member; a yoke
having arms to receive bolts and a spring-
pocket, F, made in the body of the metal; a
spring located in the pocket; a follower-plate
resting on the spring and bearing against the
lower member; and bolts for rigidly uniting
the yoke and lugs, C C'; said follower-plate
being provided with means for holding it in
position during its upward and downward
movements; ‘in substance as set forth.

4. The combination with an upper member
of a fifth-wheel having the perforated lugs,
C ', of alower member; a yoke having arms
and a spring-pocket, I, made in the body of
the metal; a spring located in the pocket; a
follower-plate resting on the spring and bear-
ing against the lower member; and bolts for
rigidly uniting the yoke and lugs, C ¢'; said
follower-plate having recesses which receive
the bolts, I I'; in substance as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

FRANK E. WILCOX.

Witnesses:

JESSIE MERCER,
II. TI. MERCER,
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