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3 Claims,

This invention relates to receptacles in gen-
eral, and particularly to what may be termed
porous or spongy receptacles intended for con-
taining soap or other sud-forming material.

The prime object of this invention is to provide
8 porous spongy receptacle, the body of which is
internally severed, cut or slit so as to form a yield-
able container into which is placed either a cake
of soap or partially used up soap chips, or any
other sud-producing material, and which recep-
tacle is provided with a suitable handle, the latter
simultaneously serving as closing means for the

" receptacle so as to prevent the soap or sud-form-

15

20

25

30

3

o

40

4

[

50

55

60

ing means placed within from inadvertently fall-
ing out, or leaving the receptacle in any other
form except in that of produced sud, and ex-

.clusively through the pores of the receptacle ma- .

terial.

Another object of this invention is to pro-
vide in connection with the receptacle and the
handle forming instrumentality, used also for
closing the receptacle, suitable means for re-
inforcing that portion of the receptacle material
through which the handle instrumentaiity is at-
tached, which means simultaneously serve as
guides for those portions of the handle instru-
mentality which pass through the receptacle ma-
terial, while preventing possible injury to the
latter by the said through-passing portions. '

The foregoing and still further important ob-
jects and advantages of my invention will become
more fully apparent from the ensuing description,
in connection with the accompanying drawings,
which latter, although illustrating specific forms
of my. disclosure, are by no means intended to
limit me to the actual showing, and in which:

Fig. 1 represents one of the embodiments of
my receptacle intended for use in applying sud
to the body;

Fig. 2 illustrates another form of my inven-
tion intended for use in cleansing dishes or other
utensils;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a modified form of my
device, similar to that shown in Fig. 1, and in-
cluding added features;

Fig. 4 is a typical longitudinal, fragmental
section through my device showing reinforcements
and guides for the handie;

Fig. 5 is a typical transverse cross-sectional
view showing the arrangement of the reinforcing
guides for the handle before the latter is drawn
together, and with the pocket formed in the
body in open position;

Fig. 6 is another cross-sectional view through
my device showing the réinforcing guides in their
initial, co-acting position; and

Fig. 7 illustrates a receptacle made from loofah,

embodying the basic idea of my invention.
Referring now specifically to Fig. 1, numeral
10 denotes a block of spongy material, such as

(CL. 15—122)

natural sponge, rubber sponge, or any other suit-
able material which is porous and capable of ab-
sorbing water and of permitting sud to penetrate
to its-outer surface. The body of the spongy
material is cut, slit or otherwise severed interiorly,
as indicated by dotted lines i1 and the exterior
slot 12, for the purpose of forming a pocket with-
in’ the spongy body whereby a container with
yielding walls is produced. In the form shown in
Fig. 1, the lower end of the interior pocket ter-
minates short of the bottom of the container
material, whereas the top end thereof, indicated
by line 12, forms an opening or mouth through
which soap may be inserted.

In order to keep the pocket tightly closed, I
pierce the container material transversely in at
least two places, as indicated at {3, to form pas-
sages wherethrough I pass my handle instru-
mentality, such as a cord or ribbon, indicated at
{4, which I tie together at 15. From tie points 5,
the ribbon extends in the form of a loop or handle
{6, adapted to be slung about the wrist, or to
serve otherwise for suspending the device, as the
case may be. By drawing together the pieces of
the ribbon passing through the sponge material at
13, slot or opening 12 is tightly held together, so
as to prevent the soap inserted into the pocket
from leaving the body, even theough it may be

. used up to very small dimensions.

The device, such as shown in Fig. 1, is used by
dipping it into water and rubbing the surface
thereof, through which operation the soap in-
serted within produces lather or sud, which pene-
trates through the pores of the body of the sponge
to without, thereby permitting the application of
the sud to the body or to any other object. It is
to be noted that I prefer tohold the upper open-
ing together at at least two individual points
which are closely spaced from one another in such
a manner as to hold the faces of the severed ma-
terial tightly united. .This is imiportant not only
for preventing the slipping out of the soap held
within, but also for preventing an inadvertent
tearing or enlargement of the top opening made
in the device.

Referring now to Fig: 2, in this illustration is
shown a spongy receptacle, similar to that il-
lustrated in Pig. 1, but of relatively larger di-
mensions, which is especially adapted for use
in connection with dish-washing and for cleans-
ing utensils of different kinds. In this case the
body of the sponge is large and has rounded sides,
as at 171, and is adapted to contain a relatively
large cake of soap in the extra large pocket,
marked in dotted lines at 18, which pocket ter-
minates in an outer slot or opening 9. 'The
latter is again held together by a ribbon 20, which
is looped through suitable apertures at 21, made
through the material at the upper end of pocket
{8, and which ribbon is associated with the body
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by knotting it together at 22, from which knots
extends a loop-shaped ribbon handle 28, which
latter is not shown in full in this figure. Thegen-
eral arrangement of this modified form is very
similar to that described in connection with Fix. 1.

In Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 6, modified arrangements of
my device are illustrated. In -Fig. 3. there Is
shown a spongy body 24, provided with the usual
pocket 25, the upper or outer opening of which

10 is held together by a ribbon, indicated in broken

lines, in the same manner as desecribed in con-
nection with Figs. 1 and 2. However, the ribbon
passes through specially designed telescoping

nipples 26, which are shown in greater detail in:

15 Figs. 4,5 and 6. These nipples serve for a double

purpose. Firstly, they are intended to form a
guide for the ribbon 16’, and furthérmore, they
serve for the purpose of reinforcing the passages

" plerced through the material of the sponge and
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prevent the cutting or tearing of the pierced

portion thereof by the ribbon. These nipples ac-
tually consist of two individual members and pref-
erably have the shapes of hollow rivets provided
with flanges 26’ and 26’ and hollow bodies 27 and
27’. The inner diameter of bodies -27 is suffi-
ciently large to slidably accommodate bodies 21’
of the smaller nipples so that when these nip-
ples are set together, they can compress the
sponge material by their flanges to about one-
half of its original thickness. If need be, the
nipples may be shortened to allow a still further
compression of the sponge material.in case the
material should be too readily compressible. The
adequate compression of the material is essential
in order to tightly close the opening of the pocket
formed in the material.

The nipples are preferably inserted into the
material, as shown in Fig. 6, and are so arranged
that their extreme ends partially telescope with
one another. Then the cord or ribbon is passed
through the nipples and is tied about the sponge
material as shown in Fig. 4. The tying of the

-cord causes the movement of the two nipples to-

wards each other whereby the sponge material
becomes compressed. . When it is desired to in-
sert or remove a piece of soap, such as indicated
in broken lines at 28 in Fig. 5, and assuming the
soap piece is too large to pass between the tele-
scoping nipples, the opening is widened in the
manner shown in Fig. 5, so that the nipples are

forced apart, but are held within the sponge .

material. At such position the cord or ribbon 16’,
while remaining within the nipples, will permit
the passage of the soap by bending outwards.

In Fig. 7 there is illustrated a piece of loofah in
order to- demonstrate that natural ‘spongy .or
fibrous material may be employed as well as ar-
tificial sponges, such as made from rubber. In
this case it is preferable to form in the loofah
material 29 a through-passage, indicated at 30,
which, of course, necessitates the closing of the
loofah sponge at both ends. For this purpose I
provide two narrowly spaced perforations, near
the ends of the through-passage, for accommo-
dating ribbons 381. Suitable telescoping, rein-
forcing nipples 26 may be employed in the per-
forations for preventing tearing of the material
and for guiding the ribbons. These ribbons are
again shaped into handles, which may be advan-
tageously employed in using the soap-filled
sponge for bathing and washing purposes.

" 9,156,840

As handle instrumentality there may be used
any pliable binder, such as cord, ribbon, & plu-

rality of cords or ribbons made of either textile .

material, rubber or any other suitable matter, as
long as it remains pliable, and is unaffected by the
exposure to moisture and soap. The reinforcing
guide nipples may be also of any desired material,
but are preferably non-metallic, or are made of
metal with a protective covering so as to preclude
corrosion or other chemical reactions caused by
moisture or the alkalies used within the body of
the sponge.

While I have illustrated and described specific

forms of the material used for the body of my-

device, it is self-understood that any spongy,
natural or artificial material may be employed,
and that I shall not be restricted to the forma-
tion of a soap-holding pocket within the material
as illustrated and described, and that the for-
mation of the pocket may e changed to suit
particular conditions. It is also obvious that I
shall likewise not be restricted to the use of rein-
forcing guide nipples for the handle-forming
ribbons or cords, inasmuch as such handle form-
ing material may directly pass through the ma-
terial. It is essential, however, that the handle-
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forming material be passed through the sponge -

material at the mouthh of the formed pocket, or
through-slot, in such a manner as o securely
hold the two lips of the mouth tightly together
for positively preventing an inadvertent discharge
of the soap cake or soap pieces contained within
the pocket, unless it is desired to remove the soap
therefrom. It is further obvious that I shall not

be restricted to the shapes and forms of the em-

bodiments illustrated in the drawing, and I there-
fore reserve for myself the right to make changes
and improvements in the construction of my de-
vice, without departing from the broad scope
thereof, as defined in the annexed claims, -

I claim: :

1. In a receptacle, a body of porous, spongy
material, severed interiorly to form a yieldable
container having at least one exteriorly commu-
nicating passage, handle-forming means in the
form of a pliable binder transversing with both of
its ends the material adjacent to said passage at
least at two spaced points, each of said binder
ends forming removable, but completely closed,
loops which fully encircle and-immovably hold,
the material portions engaged by them, thereby
drawing together and closing the ends of said
passage.

2. In a receptacle, as set forth in claim 1, tele-
scoping guide means provided for said handle-
forming means in the receptacle material for
preventing injury to the latter by said handle-
forming means.

3. In a receptacle, a body of porous, spongy‘

material, cut interiorly to form a yieldable, pock-
et-like container with one exteriorly communi-
cating passage, pliablée handle-forming means
transversing the material adjacent to said pas-
sage at two spaced points and removably secured
to, and drawing fogether the material, a pair of
telescoping guide means secured within the mate-
rial at the points said handle-forming means pass
through the material, the exterior ends of the
guide means being flanged.

CHARLOTTE GRAHAM.
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