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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ALBERT F. GEORGE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Kan-
sas City,in the county of Jackson and State of
Missouri, have invented certain newand use-

ful Improvements in Mail-Bags, of whick the

following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

My invention relates to improvements in
mail bags, :

The object of my invention is to provide a
mail bag with means for closing the open end
of the bag quickly and yet permitting the bag
toretain its pliability, so thatit may be folded

-or bent after the bag is closed and locked. I

achievethisresult by providing the upperend
of the bag with a series of guiding plates ar-
ranged horizontally across the top of the bag.
A seriesof clasps, each adapted to have a slid-

ing engagement with the guiding plates, are

joined together by a hinged connection'so as "

to form a bendable chain. In closing the bag,
the chain is drawn across the top of the bag,
the clasps of the chain sliding on and engag-
ing with the guiding plates. Any ordinary
locking device may be used to prevent the
chain from being withdrawn. The clasps are
preferably equal in number to the guiding

‘plates so that the joints of the chain coineide

with the spaces between the guiding plates.
Instead of making a single chain, it'may be
made in two parts which in closing the bag
meet in the center of the bag, at which place
the locking device is used. ' S

In the accompanyingdrawings, illustrative
of my invention, I have shown the chain as
being made in two parts. _

Similarnumerals of reference indicate sinii-
lar parts.

Figure L. represents, in elevation, a view of
a mail bag provided with two c¢hains, ore of
which isshown in the closed position'and the
otherin theopen position. Fig.IL represents
in elevation, three guiding plates attached to
the inside of a portion of one'sidé of the mail
bag, the guiding plates being shown in this
figure in rear elevation. Fig. I1I represents
a top view of the staple clasp. Fig. IV rép-
resents a top view of two of the clasps and
the hinge connecting them. Fig. V repre-
sents a perspective view of one of the plates

that is mounted ui)on‘ the outside of the bag
and towhich the opposite gaiding plate is riv-

‘etéd. - Fig. VI représeiits a bottom view of

the staple clasp. Fig. VII represents a ver-
tical sectional view taken on: the dotted line
a—bof Fig. II. Fig. VIII représents, in side
elevation, a viéw of my invention, the pull out
ring being removed. Fig. IX represénts a
perspectivé view of one of the sliding elasps.
Fig. X repregeits, in perspective, a view of
theguiding yoke;2. Fig. XIrépresents a per-
spective view of the inner guide plates; 12
provided with the curved ends, 13.

The mail bag, 1, has secured to éach upper
corner a gniding yoke 2. This guiding yoke
consists of a strip of metal or other suitable
substance bent intothe shape of an invérted
U each leg of which is provided on its inner

side with a vertically disposed right angled

portion, a side of this right angled portion

lying parallel to and being seciired by rivet-

ing or other mearns to the side of the bag.
The outer vertical sides of the yoke are bent
80 a8 to diverge, 80 ds to form a guide forthe
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chain of clasps when the chain is drawn in-

wardly. .

Distributed along and secured to theinner
side of each side of the bag at the upper or
of which is a duplicate of the others, so that
adescription of one will answer fora deserip-
tion of the others. The guiding plate, 3, con-
sists of a plate of metal vertically secured to
the inner side of the bag near the top, a por-
tion of the plate extending above the top.
At a'point above the top of the bag the plate
is bent at right angles outward and then
downward at a right angle. This right an-
gled portion forms the groove in which the
elasps of the chain, later deseribed, slide.
Figs. Il and VII best show this portion of my
invention. S . .

The chain that is used to close the bag con-
sists of a seriesof clasps, 4, one of which is
illustrated best in Fig. IX. Contigtousends
of the clasps, 4, ate connected by means of a
hinge, 5, as shown in Fig. IV. The hinge 5, is
an orfdinary hingé having one eiid lying flat-
wise on and pivoted, by means of a pin, 6, s0
as to have a horizontal motion, to one end-of
& clasp, 4, the other end of the hinge being
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pivoted in a like manner to one end of an-
other clasp. A projection, 7, on one side of
the hinge where it joins the other side, is so
located as to prevent the hinge from opening
above a horizontal but does not prevent it
from closing.

The clasps, 4, are made as follows:—A rect-
angular body having rounded ends is pro-
vided on each side with a flange extending at
right angles downwardly, each of these flanges
being provided on the lowerside with a flange
extending at right angles inwardly. Near

each end of the clasp, 4, in the horizontal or

body portion is a vertical opening through
which the rivet extends to which the end of
the hinge, 5, is pivoted.

The staple clasp, 8, is located one on the
inner end of each of thechains. Itissimilar
in construction to the clasps, 4, excepting
that the inner end is diverging at the sides so
as to more easily be guided onto the guiding
plates, 3. The staple clasp, 8, has secured to
the upper side of the widened portion near
the front end a staple, 9, vertically disposed,
through which the hasp'of an ordinary pad-
lock or other lock may be inserted as indi-
cated by, 10, in Fig. I. The clasp, 8, may be
made in one piece or as shown in the draw-
ings it may be made of two pieces, the flar-
ing portion being made of a separate piece of
metal, the rear portion of which is channel
shaped the upper side being the closed side
and secured in any convenient manner to the
inner end of a clasp similar in shape to the
clasp, 4.

The outer clasp on each chain is provided
with a ring 11, which passes through a verti-
cal opening in the top and outer end of the
clasp. The two outer guiding plates, 12, on
each end of the bag are riveted or otherwise
secured together. These guiding plates are
similar to the guiding plates, 3, with the ex-
ception that the outer end of each is pro-
vided with a semi-c¢ircular projection, 13,
which serves asaguide for the clasps, 4, when
the chainis drawn inwardly. Upon the out-
side of the bag and located oppositely to the
guiding plates 3, with the exception of the
two central ones on one side of the bag are
the rectangular plates, 14, each one of which
is secured to the bag by means of the rivets
that secure the guiding plate immediately op-
posite. In place of two central ones on one
side of the bag, a single plate is substituted,
as indicated by, 15, which is riveted to the
two central guiding plates on one side of the
bag. The plate, 15, has its lower and side
edges folded in order to provide a case for a
card or label. The card or label is inserted
at the top, the projecting edges of the clasps
in the chains preventing it from becoming
digplaced after the bag is closed.

A handle, 16, of any suitable material, is
secured to the lower end of the bag, and a
handle, 17, is secured to the bag on either
gide near the top.

In operating the bag closing device, it is

but necessary to grasp the two staples 9, and
draw them toward the center, thus drawing
the clasps over the flanges of the guiding
plates, 3, and 12, the rings, 11, being of suffi-
cient size.as to prevent the chain being drawn
past the center. The hasp of the lock, 10, is
then inserted through the two staples, is
closed and the lock is then locked. The
clasps being pivoted to the hingesin the man-
ner shown and described, and the joints be-
ing opposite to the spaces between the guid-
ing plates, permits the bending of the bagin
vertical folds. The hinges permit the chains
to drop in a vertical position alongside the
bag when the-bag is open and the chains
withdrawn. In using a single chain, the
chain is madelong enough to reach-across the
top of the bag, in which case but a single ring,
11, and staple, 9, would be used, the hasp of
the lock 10, being passed through the staple
and the loop, 2, at one end of the bag.

The shapes of the various parts may be va-
ried to suit convenience, without departing
from the spirit of myinvention. The general
structure may be also modified and yet re-
main within the scope of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a mail bag, the combination with
guaides secured to the open end 6f the bag, of
a sliding clasp for engaging the said guides,
and a yoke or guiding frame secured fo the
bag and through which the sliding clasp
passes when engaging with the guides, sub-
stantially as described.

2. In a mail bag, the combination with
guides secured to the open end of the bag, of
a sliding clasp for engaging with the said
guides, an outer guiding frame or yoke
through which the sliding clasp passes, and
an inner curved guide over which the sliding
clasp passes when engaging with the guides,
substantially as desecribed.

3. In a mail bag, the combination with
guides secured to the open end of the bag, of
a flexibl e sliding clasp for engaging with the
said guides, the said sliding elasp being flexi-
ble vertically and horizontally, and means
for preventing the flexing of thesliding clasp
above a horizontal position, substantially as
described. ' ‘

4, In a mail bag, the combination with
guides secured to the open end of the bag, of
a sliding clasp for engaging with said guides,
the gliding clasp consisting of a series of
clamping plates hinged together so as to be
movable in a vertical and horizontal plane
with reference to contiguous plates, substan-
tially as described. ‘

5. In a mail bag,a sliding flexible clasp con-
sisting in a series of clamping plates, a hinge
connecting and pivoted to contiguous clamp-
ing plates, whereby the clasp may be flexed
in a vertical and a horizontal plane, substan-
tially as described.

6. In amailbag,asliding flexible clasp con-
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gisting in a series of clamping plates, a hinge
connecting and pivoted to contiguous plates,
whereby the clasp may be flexed vertically
and horizontally, and means for preventing
the clasp being flexed vertically above a sub-
stantially horizontal position, substantially
as deseribed. )

7. In a mail bag, the combination with a
series of grooved guide plates secured to the
open end of the bag, of a series of clamping
plates for engaging with the grooved guide
plates, a hinge connecting and pivoted to-con-
tiguous clamping plates, the hinge being pro-
vided with a stop for limiting the movement
of the connected clamping plates, substan-
tially as‘deseribed. _

8. In a mail bag, the combination with a
series of guiding plates secured to the open
end of the bag, of a series of clamping plates
adapted to engage with the guiding plates, a
hinge connecting contiguous plates, a yoke

through which the elamping plates pass when
engaging with the guiding plates, and means
for releasably locking the guiding plates and
clamping plates together, substantially as de-
seribed. '

9. In a mail bag, the combination with
guides secured to the open end of the bag, of
two series of clamping plates, contiguous
plates being vertically and horizontally
hinged together, and adapted to engage with
the guiding plates, a staple secured to thein-
ner clamping plate of each series, and means
provided at each side of the bag for guiding
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the clamping plates onto the guides, substan- 35

tially as described.
In testimony whereof I affix mysignature in
presence of {wo witnesses.
ALBERT F. GEORGE.
Witnesses: '
‘WARREN D. HOUSE,
WiLLiAM W. FENNER.




