Feb. 24, 1948. A. J. ANNIS 2,436,634
TOY BALLOON

Filed Oct. 26, 1945
LY

D

N

1y ) - Suventor
Mirndrew & Fnnis

. /W

Qttornen



Patented Feb. 24, 1948

2,436,684

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,436,684
TOY BALLOON
Andrew J. Annis, Baltimore, Md.
Application October 26, 1945, Serial No. 624,855
(CL. 46—89) ’

3 Claims.
1 -

This invention relates to toy balloons and has
for its object to provide a device of this kind,
which comprises an elongated inflatable body
having fins or planes, and which fins act as planes
for guiding the body as it is propelled through the
air after being released from an inflating device
and moved forwardly by the rearward discharge
of air as it slowly deflates.

With the above and other objects in view the
invention resides in the combination and arrange-
ment of parts as hereinafter set forth, shown in
the drawing, described and claimed, it being un-
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derstood that changes in the precise embodiment -

of the invention may be made within the scope
of what is claimed without departing from the
spirit of the invention.

In the drawing:

Pigure 1 is a side elevation of the balloon. .

Figure 2 is a front elevation of the balloon.

Figure 3 is a rear elevation, showing the re-
stricted air discharge port. .

Figure 4 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view
through the rear end of the balloon.

Referring to the drawing, the numeral { desig-
nates the elongated cylindrical portion of the bal-
loon, the rear end of which terminates in a spheri-
cal portion 2 having a rearwardly flared frusto-
conically shaped inflating and air discharge por-
tion 3. Where the portion 3 merges into the
spherical portion 2 of the balloon, the walls 4
are thickened so that they will closely and con-
tractibly engage around an inflating device, not
shown. The balloon 1 is provided with vertically
disposed guide fins T and side planes 8, so that,
when the balloon is under its own power and
exhausting air through the exhaust port 9, the
balloon will be guided toward any tsrget at which
it is aimed, and at the same time will go In a
straight line towards its target. Balloon f is pro-
vided with a reinforced nose {0, which will pro-

~ tect the relatively thin rubber body from damage,
incident to repeated contact with targets or with

the walls in a room. .
In use, the inflating device 1s inserted into the
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port, and the balloon is inflated. After the in- 48

flating operation the balloon is moved off the in-
flating tool and the operator then releases the
flared portion 3 from between the fingers, which
operation will release the balloon and allow the

trapped air within the balloon to escape through

the exhaust port 9, thereby propelling the balloon
forwardly in the direction almed.
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From the above it will be seen that a balloon
is provided, which will be guided through the air
on a selected course and be propelled by the ex-
haust of air from the balloon, :

The invention having been set forth, what is
claimed as new and useful is: .

1. A self-propelled inflatable balloon compris-
ing an elongated body, means wherehy air may
exhaust from the rear end of said body for pro-
pelling the balloon, integral guide flns carried
by said body for guiding the same in the direc-
tion aimed, said guide fins extending longitudi-
nally of the body,.said body comprising a forward
cylindrical portion terminating at its rear end
in a spherical portion.

2. A self-propelled infiatable halloon compris-
ing an elongated cylindrical body, said body at its
rear end terminating in an enlarged bulbous por-
tion, longitudinally extending fins carried by said
body, said fins extending from adjacent the for- -
ward end of the body to the forward portion of
the bulbular portion and increasing in width to-
wards the bulbular portion. -

3. A self-propelled inflatable balloon compris-
ing an elongated body, mesns whereby air may be
exhausted from the rear end of said body for pro-
peLing the balloon, guide fins carried by said body
for guiding the same in the direction aimed, said
body comprising an elongated forward cylindrical
portion, the rear end of said cylindrical portion
terminating in a spherical portion, said fins taper-
ing towards their ends and terminating at the
forward end of the cylindrical portion and adja-
cent the transverse center of the spherical por-
tion.

. ANDREW J. ANNIS.

REFERENCES CITED

. The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name : Date
1,561,721 Humphrey - ——ccue- Nov. 17, 1925
2,161,274 Behrend eeeencc—amea June 6, 1939
2,284,193 Platt camemccmecmacen Sept. 4, 1945

FOREIGN PATENTS ‘

Number Country Date

396,087 Prance cceeeeemea- - Nov. 9, 1808 - .
493,086 Germsny ce-ceeee—-w PFeb. 27, 1929




