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This invention relates to billfolds, and an object

~ of the invention is to provide an improved bill-
fold composed of & blank of flexible material
shaped and assembled in & manner to form a piu-

8§ rality of pockets having walls with flexible con-
nections permitting the necessary sliding and ad-
justment movements of the walls of the pockets
to permit the billfold to receive and retain bills
and cards and the like in different quantities

10 without buckling or otherwise distorting the bili-

fold in any undesirable manner.

Another object of the invention is-to provide’

" an improved billfold having a number of walls

united by flexible connections and adapted to be
15 folded in the relationship to form a plurality of
pockets having interlocking movable connections
to hold the billfold in its assembled form and to
yield as required to accommodate contents of
different thicknesses. i

Other objects will appear from the following
description, reference being made to the accom-
panying drawings, in which— :

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the blank from which
one type of bilifold embodying the invention is
26 made.

Fig. 2 is a view showing the first step of arrang-
ing the blank into the form of the completed
billfold.

Fig. 3 is a plan view showing the next{ step.

30 Tig. 4 is an inside plan view of the completed

billfold. : .

" pig. 5 is an outside ‘view of the billfold folded.

Fig. 6 is & top edge view of the billfold.

Fig. 7 is & longitudinal sectional view on the

35 line 7—1 of Fig. 4. _

wig. 8 is a cross sectional view on the line
8—8 of Fig. 4. .

Fig. 9 is a cross sectional. view on the line

20 9-—9 of Fig. 4. . .

Fig. 10 is an enlarged sectional view showing
the interlocking connections between the wall
forming means of the billfold. )

Tig. 11 is a plan view of another form of blank

45 for forming a billfold in accordance with the in-
vention. ’ ’ o

Fig. 12 is a plan view showing the first step in
forming the billfold from the blank that is shown
in Fig. 11. ' )

fig. 13 is an open plan view showing the sec-
ond step in the formation of the billfold.

- Fig. 14 is a view showing a number of the

20

50

pockets bent and folded preparatory to engaging’

the interlocking connections between the differ-
55 ent wall forming members. |

tached to the upper marginal

Fig. 15 is an open plan view of the completed
billfold. o

Fig. 16 is a longitudinal sectional view on the
line 16—16 of Fig, 15. :

Fig. 17 is a cross sectional view on the line €0
17—17 of Fig. 15.

Tig. 18 is an enlarged sectional view. showing
the interlocking connections between the wall
forming members.

The blank shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings is G5
composed of pliable and flexible material formed
to provide a number of wall members, so that
when the blank is properly folded and assem-
pled it will constitute a billfold having a num-
ber of pockets therein. The blank includes an 70
outer wall member 1, two additional wall mem-
bers 2 for cooperating with the wall member
1 to form between them the inner end walls of a
pocket 3 of a billfold. The walls 2 have flexi-
ble connection along lines 4 with walls 5 adapt-
ed ‘to cooperate with the walls 2 to form be-
tween them pockets that open inwardly toward
each other. Walls 6 are flexibly connected with
the lower edge of the wall 1 along lines 7. The
wall 1 has along its upper edge a marginal por-
tion 8 united with the wall 1 along a line 9, sO
that the marginal portion 8 may be folded over
against and secured to the inner side of the
wall 1 and thereby form a finished marginal
portion. 85

The lower edge of the wall 1 has in connec-
tion therewith a tab 10 flexibly united with the
wall 1 along the line 11, so that said 'tab 10
may be folded upwardly against and attached to
the inner surface of the wall 1 to form an or- 90
namental finish at the lower margin- of the wall

i

-1 between the ends of the walls 6.

The edges of the walls 6 opposite from the
lines 7 are provided with marginal portions 12
united therewith along marginal fold lines 13
and are designed and adapted to be folded over
the folded edges 4 of the walls 2 and 5 and at-
portions of the

95

walls 2 within the pocket 3.

Tach of the walls 5 is formed with a trans-
verse slit 14 spaced slightly from- the fold lines
15 by which the walls 5 are flexibly united wit]
the ends of the wall 1. These slits terminate
short of the upper and lower edges of the walls 5.

The outer end of each of the walis 6 is formed
with a pair of outwardly diverging slits 16 form-~
ing between them a dovetail tongue 17.- The in-
ner ends of the slits 16 are spaced apart a dis-
tance approximately equal to the length of the
adjacent slot 14 and the tongue 17 is de§igned
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and adapted to be extended through the slot 14
50 as to close the outer end of the pocket formed
by each wall 6 and its cooperating wall 5.

A flexible panel 18 has its ends extending into
the pockets provided between the walls 2 and 5
so as to cooperate with the wall 1 and walls 2
to form a complete pocke* 3 extending from end
to end of the wall 1 of the bilifold.

Glue may be used as a fastening means for
securing the marginal portions 8 and 10 to the
inner surface of the wall 1 and for securing the
marginal portions 12 to the walls 2 within the
pocket 3. If desired, the tongues 17 may be glued
or otherwise secured to the inner surfaces of
the walls 5, although in some instances this may
be unnecessary.

The billfold illustrated on Sheet 2 of the draw-
ings is made from a blank comprising an outer
wall forming portion 19 composed of flexible and
pliable material having on its upper edge a mar-
ginal portion 20 united therewith along a fold
line 21 and adapted to be folded over against the
wall 19 and secured thereto.

Wall sections 22 are designed and arranged to
cooperate with the wall 19 to form a billfold
compartment 23. The walls 22 are united along
flexible fold lines 24 with wall sections 25 con-
nected with the opposite ends of the wall 19
aleng flexible fold lines 26.

Wall forming members 27 are flexibly united
with the lower edge of the wall 19 along flexible
fold lines 28. These walls 27 are spaced apart
and in the space between them a tab 29 is pro-
vided in connection with the edge of the wall
19 and is designed and adapted to be folded up-
wardly against and secured to the inner sur-
face of the wall 19 so as to provide an ornamental
finish between the inner ends of the walls 27.

In making a billfold from this blank, the walls
22 are folded downwardly against the inner sides
of the walls 25, as shown in Fig: 12. Then the
wall 25 is folded over toward the wall 19, as
shown in Fig. 13. The walls 27 are then extend-
ed upwardly into the space between the walls
22 and 25, whjch may be done by turning back
the corners of the walls 25, as shown in Fig. 14,
and manipulating the walls 27 until said walls
27 are extended between the walls 22 and 25.
A tongue 30 is formed dlong the lower edge of
each wall 25 by upwardly converging slits 31,
and said tongues are designed and adapted to be
extended into and through slits 32 near the lower
margins of the walls 27 in order to obtain a flexi-
ble interlocking connection between the lower
edges of the walls 25 gnd the walls 27. Glue
or other adhesive substance may be used to at-
tach the tongues 30 to the walls 27 and also to
attach the marginal tabs 20 and 29 to the wall 19.

Thus, in each form of the invention disclosed
there is an elongated compartment extending
nearly the full length of the outer walls 1 and
19 and there are four additional pockets open-
ing inwardly toward each other. The billfold
is free from stitches and fastening devices of
that type and is united in such a way as to per-
mit free and easy expansion and sliding move-
ments in order to conform to the different shapes
and movements .required.

The construction and arrangement of the bill-
fold may be varied otherwise than in the forms
indicated in the drawings without departure
from the nature and principle of the invention.
I do not restrict myself .in any unessential re-
spects, but what I claim and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:
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1. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,

two flexible inner wall members having a com-
bined length less than the length of the outer
wall, flexible connections uniting said wall mem-
bers to the ends of said outer wall, and flexible
elements united with one longitudinal edge of
said outer wall and engaging the outer end por-
tions of sald flexible connections and cooperating
therewith to form pockets.
" 2. A billfold comprising a flexible otiter wall,
two flexible inner wall members havirig a com-
bined length less than the length of and cooperat-
ing with the outer wall to form.a compartment,
flexible elements united with the upper edges of
said wall members and with the outer ends of
said outer wall, and flexible walls united with
the lower longitudinal edge of said outer wall be-
low the lower edges of and each cooperating with
the adjacent inner wall member and the adja-
cent flexible element to form two pockets closed
along their upper and lower edges and at their
outer ends and open at their inner ends.

3. A hillfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members having a com-
bined length less than the length of the outer
wall, flexible connections uniting said wall mem-
bers to the ends of said outer wall, flexible ele-
ments united with one longitudinal edge of said
outer wall and engaging the outer end portions
of said flexible connections and cooperating
therewith to form pockets, and a flexible panel
cooperating with said inner wall members and
said outer wall to form a eompartment.

4, A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members having a com-
bined length less than the length of and cooper-
ating with the outer wall to form a compartment,
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flexible elements united with the upper edges

"of said wall members and with the outer ends of

said outer wall, flexible walls united with the low-
er longitudinal edge of said outer wall and coop-

“erating with said inner wall members and said

flexible elements to form pockets closed along
their upper and lower edges and at their outer
ends and open at their inner ends, and a flexible
panel cooperatinig with said inner wall members
and said outer wall to form a compartment.

5. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members having a com-
bined length less than the length of the outer
wall, flexible elements integrally united with the
outer ends of said outer wall and having their
upper edges connected with the upper edges of
said wall members, flexible wall forming means
in connection with the lower edge of said outer
wall below the lower edges of and each cooperat-
ing with'the adjacent wall member and the adja-
cent flexible element to form two pockets closed
along their upper and lower edges and at thelr
outer ends and opening at their inner ends, and
means for securing the upper edges of said flex:-
ble wall forming means to said wall members.

6. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members having a com-
bined length less than the length of the outer
wall, flexible connections united with the upper
edges of said wall members and with the outer
ends of said outer wall supporting said wall mem-
bers in position to cooperate with said outer wall
to form a bill compartment and closing the outer
ends of said compartment, and flexible means
closing the lower side of said compartment and
each cooperating with the adjacent wall mem-
ber and the adJacent connection to form two
pockets.
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7. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members having & com-
bined length less than the length of the outer
wall, fiexible connections united with the upper
edges of said wall members and with the outer
ends of said outer wall supporting said wall mem-
bers in position to cooperate with said cuter wall
to form a bill compartment and closing the outer
ends of said compartment, flexible means in con-
nection with the lower edge of the outer wall be-
low the lower edges of said members and con-
nections closing the lower side of said compart-
ment, and means holding each of said flexible
means in cooperative relation with an adjacent
oné of said flexible connections to form a pocket
between said flexible means and said connection.

8. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible wall elements integral with the ends
of said outer wall, a flexible wall member in con-
nection with each of said wall elements and sup-
ported thereby in position to cooperate with said
outer wall to form a bill compartment and to
cooperate with said wall elements to form a pock-
et, and flexible means in connection  with the
lower edge of said outer wall below the lower
edges of said elements and members closing the
tower portion of said compartment and cooperat-
ing with said wall’members to form pockets be-
tween said flexible means and said wall members.

9. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two fexible wall elements integral with the ends
of said outer wall, a flexible wall member in con-
nection with each of said wall elements and sup-
ported thereby in position to cooperate with said

outer wall to form a bili compartment and to-

cooperate with said wall elements to form a pock-
et, and flexible means in connection with said
outer wall closing the lower portion of said com-
partment and cooperating with said wall ele-
ments and said wall members to form pockets.
10. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
flexible elements united with the outer ends of
said outer wall, flexible wall members united with
the upper edges of said wall elements and sup-
ported thereby in position to cooperate with said
outer wall to form a biil compartment, flexible
wall devices in connection with the lower edge of
said outer wall, and means holding said wall de~

- vices in connection with said wall elements to

50

55

60

close the lower portion of said bill compartment
and to cooperate with said wall members and said
wall elements to form pockets. .
11. A bilifold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members, flexible means
integrally connecting said wall members with the
outer ends of said outer wall and supporting said
wall members in position to cooperate with said
outer wall to form a bill compartment, and flex-
ible devices integral with said outer wall and en-
gaging and holding: said flexible means in posl-
tion to retain said wall members in cooperative
relation to said outer wall and closing the lower
end portions of said bill compartment below the
lower edges of said members and flexible means.
12. A billfold comprising a flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members, flexible means
integrally connecting ssid wall members with
the outer ends of said outer wall and supporting
said wall members in position to cooperate with
said outer wall to form a bill compartment, and
flexible devices integral with said outer wall and
engaging and holding said flexible means in po-
sition to retain said wall members in cooperative
relation to said outer wall and cooperating with
said wall members to form pockets and closing

3
the lower end portions of said bill compartment
below the lower edges of said members and flex~
ible means. . )

13. A billfold comprising a: flexible outer wall,
two flexible inner wall members, flexible means
integrally connecting-said wall members with the
outer ends of said outer wall and supporting said
wall members in position to cooperate with said
outer wall to form a bill compartment, flexible
devices integral with said outer wall and engag-
ing and holding said flexible means in position to
retain said wall members in cooperative relation
to said outer wall and cooperating with said wal
members to form. pockets, and a panel extending
into said pockets and forming the inner wall of
the central portion of said compartment. :

14. A billfold comprising a substantially rec-
tangular section of flexible material forming an
outer wall, two flexible inner wall members, flex-
ible wall elements integral with said members and
with the outer ends of said outer wall, flexible
wall devices integral with the lower edge of said
outer wall, connections uniting said wall devices
with said wall elements and holding said wall
elements and said wall devices in position to form
inwardly open pockets and holding said wall

100

members in position to cooperate with said outer

wall to form & compartment, and a panel engaged
between said wall members and said wall devices
and cooperating with said wall members fo com~
plete the inner wall of said compartment.

15. A billfold comprising & flexible outer wall,
two elongated flexible wall elements integral with
spaced edge portions of said outer wall and each
having a slit extending angularly with respect
to an adjacent edge portion, elongated flexible
wall members in connection with the upper edges
of each of said respective wall elements and sup-
ported thereby in longitudinally spaced relation
to cooperate with said outer wall to form a bill
compartment and to cooperate with said wall ele-
ments respectively to form inwardly open pockets,
elongated flexible walls in connection with the
lower edge of said outer wall closing said compart-
ment and extending through said slits, and means
for securing the upper edges of said flexible walls
in connection with the upper portions of said wall

members and thercby forming inwardly open-

pockets between said flexible walls and said flex-
ible wall elements. .

16. A bilifold comprising an outer wall, elon-
gated flexible walls in connection with the ends
of said outer wall, wall sections in connection with
the upper edges of said flexible walls and extend-
ing downwardly between said flexible walls and
said outer wall to cooperate with said outer wall
to form a bill compartment, wall elements in
connection with the iower edge of said outer wall
extending upwardly between said flexible walls
and said wall sections and cooperating with said
flexible walls to form inwardly open pockets, and
means securing the lower edges of said flexible
walls to the lJower portions of said wall elements.

105

110

18

17. A billfold comprising an outer wall, elon-

gated flexible walls in connection with the ends

140

of said outer wall, wall sections in connection

with the upper edges of said flexibie walls and ex-
tending downwardly between said flexible walls
and said outer wall to cooperate with said outer

“wall to form g bill compartment, wall elements in

connection with the lower edge of said oufer wall
extending upwardly beiween said flexible walls
and said wall sections and cooperating with said
flexible walls to form inwardly open pockets,

means securing the lower edges of said flexible-
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wallg to the lower portions of said wall elements,
and & panel having its ends extending between
said wall sections and said wall elements and
bridging the space between the inner ends of said
wall sections,

18. A hbill fold, comprising an outer wall, a pair
of inner wall sections superposed on the outer
wall in longitudinally spaced relation, flaps super-
posed one on each section and each foldably con-
nected to the upper edge thereof and each fold-
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ably connected fo the adjacent end edge of the
outer wall, and othér flaps foldably connected to
the lower edge of the outer wall and fastened one
to each of the first named flaps, and a central
inner wall section bridging the gap between the
first named inner wall sections and having its
ends received one hetween each inner wall sec-
tion and the flap superposed thereon.

PRINCE A. GARDNER, JE.
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