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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cmaries Orro
ScuNEDER, a subject of the Emperor of
Germany, residing in Wimbledon, London,
England, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trousers-Stretchers,
of which the foilowing is a specification.

This invention relates to an improved
trousers stretcher and it relates to devices
of the kind comprising two clamp members
for engaging the ends of the garment which
are held apart to effect the stretching oper-
ation by means of a rigid jointed member.

The present invention has for its object
to provide an efficient device for the pur-
pose specified which, while being cheap,
shall be both light in weight and capable
when not in use of being reduced to a much
smaller compass than devices of the type as
usually constructed, thereby permitting it
to be readily packed for transport. A device
according to the present invention moreover
is of such small bulk that even when in use
with the garment therein, it may be readily
packed for transport.

A device according to this invention com-
prises a pair of metal clamps one for engag-
ing the upper end of the garment, and the
other, which is shorter, for engaging the
lower end of the said garment. The clamps
comprise strips of thin metal corrugated,
ribbed or embossed to add to the rigidity
thereof, and the strips are pivotally con-
nected at one end by means of a resilient
member formed of thin sheet metal which
is at one end attached to one of the members
of the clamp, and at the other pivotally con-
nected to the other member of said clamp.
The opposite ends of the members of the
clamp are provided respectively with a sec-
ond resilient member and a clip or fastening
engaging the end of said resilient member.
The clamps are held apart to effect the
stretching operation by means of a rod
formed in two parts and connected by means
of a sleeve and ball and socket joint. The
outer ends of the rod are slotted and a pro-
jection is formed upon one of the members
of each clip which is engaged by the slotted
ends of the jointed rod.

In order that the invention may be the
better understood drawings are appended in
which :—

Figure 1, is a side view with the parts in
the position ready for use. Fig. 2, is an
enlarged section on line A A Fig. 1. Fig. 3,

shown in TFig. 3.

is a side view of one end of one of the
clamps. Fig. 4, is a similar view of the
other end. Fig. 5, is a plan of the parts
Fig. 6, is a plan of the
Fig. 7, is a front

parts shown in Fig. 4.
TFig. 8, is

end view of one of the clamps.

a plan of the back portion of one end of the

clamps.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
@ ¢ indicate strips of thin metal ribbed
longitudinally at @* for strengthening pur-
poses. The strips form clamps of which one
1s provided for the upper end of the gar-
ment and another of somewhat less length
for the lower end of said garment. The
strips ¢ ¢* are pivotally connected at one end
by means of the resilient member & riveted
or otherwise secured to the end of strip « and
having its outer end turned or bent to form
an eye 0! through which passes a pin b2
engaging similar eyes 6° upon the end of
strip a®. One or both of the inner faces of
the strips ¢ ! is or are provided with a fab-
ric or other suitable cover ¢ designed to pre-
vent any damage to the garment and at the
same time increase the holding power of the
clamp by preventing the slipping of the gar-
ment between the members of the clamp.
The opposite end of the member ¢ has se-
cured to it a second resilient member d the
outer end of which is bent or shaped as
shown so that there is formed adjacent the
free end of said member a recess e. The
member ¢ has formed upon its opposite end
eyes f which support a clip f* designed to
hold the members of the elamp together and
which clip is brought over the end of the
resilient member ¢ and engages the afore-
said recess ¢ in the end of said member as
clearly shown in Fig. 8. To facilitate the
manipulation -of the clips T prefer to pro-
vide 1t with an extension or finger piece f2.
By employing the resilient members at each
end of the clamp it is possible to secure an
even pressure thronghout the length of the
clamps and at the same time the clamp will
automatically adjust itself to different thick-
nesses of material at the same time exerting
an even pressure as aforesaid.

TFormed upon one of the members of the
clamp are projections which are conven-
iently formed by indenting the metal from
the inside of the member so that there is
formed, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, a pro-
jection g. The projections ¢ are formed
on each clamp and are designed to be en-
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gaged by the slotted ends of the rod & by
means of which the clamps are held apart
to effect the stretching operation as shown
in Fig. 1. The rod A 1s formed in two
parts connected in any suitable manner, in
the present instance by means of the ball
and “socket joint indicated generally by ¢
Tig. 1, a sleeve ¢* serving to hold the parts
of the rod in alinement.

Claims:

A trousers stretcher comprising a member
for engaging one end of the trousers, a mem-
ber for engaging the other end of said
trousers, said members being each formed in
two parts of thin sheet material, a resilient
member connected to one of said parts and

. pivotally connected to the other part, a sec-
ond resilient member attached to the oppo- |.

1,081,329

site end of one of the parts, and a clip upon
the end of the other part engaging the end
of said resilient member, a rod formed in
two parts, a ball upon the inner end of one

‘part of the rod, a socket upon the inner end

of the other part of the rod, a sleeve for re-
taining the parts of the rod in alinement,
a slot in each end of the rod, a projection
upon each of the trousers engaging members
whereby said slots may engage said members
to enable the rod to hold them apart.

Signed in the presence of the two under-
signed witnesses.

CIHARLES OTTO SCHNEIDER.
Witnesses:

O. J. WorrH,
C. P. Lippon.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the ¢ Gommissionér of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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