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(57) Abstract: An optical device comprises: a ridge-
shaped semiconductor laser element which is formed
upon a substrate; a first insulating film which covers a
lateral wall portion of a ridge structure of the semicon-
ductor laser element; and a second insulating film hav-
ing a lower density than the first insulating film and
which covers the ridge structure upon the first insulation
film in end part regions of the ridge structure. It would
be preferable for the second insulation film to have a
smaller refraction than the first insulation film. It would
be preferable for the second insulation film to have a
higher etching rate than the first insulation film. Insuffi-
cient insulation film coverage is thus alleviated.
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