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This invention relates to clips for holding articles .that
are normally carried by a person. It will be _descmbed
with reference to its application to clips for holding paper
currency, but it can be applied to clips worn as clothing
fasteners or ornaments as well,

It sometimes occurs that one is locked out of a car or
home inadvertently through the action of an automatic
door lock. In such cases the availability of a spare key
carried on the person is highly desirable. Such spare
key, however, should not require a conscioqs act on the
part of the person to transfer it from one article of cloth-
ing to another as such clothing is changed by that person
from day to day. .

It is an object of this invention to provide means for
carrying a key or the like about one’s person which does
not require a conscious act directed toward such key to
insure the retention of the key on one’s person. )

Another object of this invention is the proviswx} of a
means for carrying a spare key or the like wl}ereln {he
appearance of said means is not normally as§oc1ated with
keys, thereby to conceal the presence of said spare key.

A more specific object of this invention is the provis-
ion of a clip for paper currency, or the like, in which is
formed a relatively flat compartment wherein a key may
be concealed, with means accessible from the exterior of
the compartment for moving the key out of the clip so that
it may be inserted into the keyhole of a lock.

Thus, in its preferred form, this invention takes gd-
vantage of the fact that the article most faithfully carried
by people is a money holder such as a paper currency or
bill clip, and incorporates a compartment in such clip
by forming an extra fold in the thin, resilient metal stock
of which the clip is made. The extra key is then con-
cealed in the compartment. The clip is formed with an
end slot through which the key may be projected to opera-
tive position and with a longitudinal slot through which a
slide in the slot is fastened to the shank of the key, the
slide serving as a means by which the key can be moved
back and forth in the compartment.

The preferred form of this invention is illustrated in
the accompanying drawings in which;

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a paper currency clip showing
a car key in dotted outline concealed therein;

FIG. 2 is a plan view corresponding to FIG. 1, but
showing the car key in its extended and operative posi-
tion;

FIG. 3 is an end elevation in cross-section of the clip
of FIG. 1, the section being taken along line 3—3 of
FIG. 1 and looking in the direction of the arrows at the
ends thereof;

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view in section of the clip
of FIG, 1, taken along the line 4—4 of FIG. 1, and look-
ing in the direction of the arrows at the ends thereof, and

FIG. 5 is an end elevational view of the clip of FIG. 1,
as seen from the right in that figure.

In its preferred form, the clip of this invention is made
from a single strip of thin, resilient spring stock or of a
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material which, when reduced in thickness to a sufficient
degree, is resilient enough to provide a holding force for
paper currency. Thus, any spring steel can be used, in-
cluding the stainless group of steels. The Phosphor
bronzes may also be used, and where ornamentation is
of prime consideration, the metals normally used for
jewelry may also be found to be satisfactory, either in
the solid form or plated upon a baser spring metal.

As clearly shown in FIGS. 1 and 4, the single strip of
metal is preferably initially rectangular in form and is
folded twice upon itself to form a top member 10, a
bottom member 11, and an intermediate member 12, each
of said members being connected to one of the other
members to form a unitary whole. Bottom member 12 is
longer than either of the other two members to facilitate
the insertion of folded currency between members 10 and
12, and ifs end 13 extends outwardly beyond the ends of
the top and intermediate members 10 and 12. A substan-
tially three-quarter cylindrical fold 14 connects the top
and bottom members 10 and 11, and a substantially semi-
cylindrical fold 15 connects the top and intermediate
members 1¢ and 12.

Fold 15, in its free state, is such as to hold members
18 and 12 at a small acute angle with respect to one
another, so that said members 10 and 12 diverge slightly
with respect to one another. Fold 14 is formed in a
manner to urge top and bottom members 10 and 11 re-
spectively toward one another, thereby normally holding
the edge region of intermediate member 12 at fold 15
against bottom member 11. With fold 15 tending to sep-
arate members 10 and 12 resiliently, the net result is that
the intermediate member 12 is bressed substantially
throughout its length against bottom member 11, thereby
providing a resilient holding or clamping force against
any folded paper currency 31 (shown in dotted outline),
which may be inserted between intermediate member 12
and bottom member 11.

It may be observed from FIG. 4 that intermediate mem-
ber 12 is separated from the top member 16 sufficiently
to form a relatively flat chamber 1§ therebetween. The
vertical height of chamber 1§ is slightly greater than the
thickness of the average car or house key, and the length
of the chamber, although determined primarily by the
width of the paper currency to be held by the clip, is also
sufficient to accept the full length of a car key. Simi-
larly, the width of the top and intermediate members
10 and 12 is sufficiently large to perform efficiently the
paper currency holding function for which the clip is de-
signed, but at the same time is sufiiciently wide to conceal
the widest portion of the shank of a car key. Thus, the
dimensions normally encountered in a clip to hold folded
paper currency 31 are singularly appropriate to provide
a compartment in which a key may be concealed.

The manner in which a car key is completely contained
in the chamber formed by the top and intermediate mem-
bers 10 and 12, respectively, is shown clearly in FIG. 1
where a typical car key is shown in dotted outline in
said chamber 16. It is contemplated that the key, once
installed in the clip will remain with the clip even when
the key is inserted in the key hole of a lock. Inasmuch as
it may not be desirable to remove the folded paper cur-
rency from the clip while the key is being used, and in-
asmuch as the edges of the paper currency may extend to
the left, as viewed in FIG., 1, beyond the edges of the clip,
it is contemplated further that the key will be extended
from the clip by passing the key through a suitable open-
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ing or slot in the three-quarter cylindrical fold 14. This
slot is shown at 17 in FIGS. 4 and 5. 1t is also shown in
dotted outline in FIGS. 1 and 2. The key is shown at 18 in
each of the figures, and for purposes of illustration, is
shown with an octagonal shank 19 and the usual fluted
lock-operating portion 20. The key is made from a
blank which is initially furnished with the clip when the
latter is purchased. Inasmuch as they key is not intended
to be used frequently but only in an emergency, the key
may also be in the form of an ornament and may be
formed from any of the metals commonly used for jewel-
ry. As initially furnished, the key blank does not have
the usual opening in the shank for a key ring or chain,
but is formed with a drilled and tapped hole 21 (FIG. 4)
in the central region of the shank 19 and with a smaller
plain hole 22 located to one side of tapped hole 21 and in
line with the longitudinal axis of the key. The purposes
of the holes 21 and 22 will be made apparent hereinafter.

1t is essential that key 18 will be held firmly in place
in chamber 16, particularly in its concealed position shown
in FIG. 1. It is also essential that the key be accessible
from the exterior of the clip so that it can be manipu-
lated to the right as viewed in FIG. 1 through the slot 17
to make the portion 20 thereof available for insertion into
the key hole of a lock. These objectives are achieved
by providing a longitudinal slot 23 in top member 19,
which extends substantially from one fold 14 to the op-
posite fold 15. An upwardly projecting slide 24 operates
in slot 23 and has a portion 25 which extends through
the slot 23 into contact with the upper surface of the
key shank 19. Slide 24 has an opening 26 therein through
which a screw 27 extends, the threaded portion of the
screw engaging the threads of the tapped hole 21 in shank
1%9. A pin 28 is pressed into a blind hole in slide 24 and
it extends into the plain hole 22 in key shank 19. Thus,
slide 24 is securely fastened to the shank 19 of key 18,
and since slide 24 projects upwardly above the top mem-
ber 10 of the clip, it is accessible from the exterior of
the clip.

The sides 29 and 30 (FIG. 3) of the portion 25 of slide
24 are parallel and are spaced apart a distance substan-
tially equal to the width of slot 23, so that said slide can-
not turn in slot 23. Since slide 24 is connected to the
key shank by both screw 27 and pin 28, key 18 is pre-
vented from turning relative to slide 24 and the latter
thus serves as a means for orienting key 18 in the clip.
Thus when key 18 is completely withdrawn into chamber
16 as shown in FIG. 1, said key not only cannot turn in
the chamber, but it is oriented toward the slot 17 in fold
14, so that as the slide 24 is moved to the right as viewed
in FIG. 1, the key will be aligned with the slot and will
pass therethrough readily. The movement of the key in
chamber 16 has no effect on the currency held between
intermediate member 12 and bottom member 11, since
the intermediate member shields the currency from the
key.

Portion 258 of slide 24, defined by sides 29 and 30, is
slightly thicker than the thickness of the top member 18,
so that the upper portion of the slide 24, though wider

than the slot as shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, will not bind

against the top member 16 when screw 27 is tightened
into key shank 19 and thus render difficult the sliding
of the key out of the clip. Such movement of the key
may also be hindered when an unusual number of bills
is inserted into the clip, since they require increased space
in the region of fold 14 and must obtain this space by
expanding the fold. The fold, however, is the stiffest
part of the clip and hence the free end of member 12
is moved by the currency against key 18, and the latter
is then moved upward against top member 10, so that
the key is held frictionally between members 12 and 10.
It is desirable, therefore, to allow enough space between
top member 19 and bottom member 11 at fold 14 to ac-
commodate key 18, member 12 and a miximum thickness
of paper currency, so that said key will always be held be-

10

20

30

35

40

60

65

70

-1
Tt

4

tween members 10 and 12 with light friction force in any
desired position in the clip.

It is understood that the clip may take other forms to
accommodate utilitarian objects other than keys and that
various means of ornamentation may be applied to the
clip to enhance its attractiveness. The clip may similarly
be made of three individual members instead of a single
flat strip folded twice, the individual members being con-
nected together by resilient means, such as spring biased
hinges. It is understood further that slide 24 may be
made of nylon, or other low friction material, and that
the interior of chamber 16 may be coated with a low
friction plastic to facilitate movement of key 18 in cham-
ber 16.

The foregoing description is illustrative of a preferred
embodiment of the invention and the scope of the inven-
tion is not to be limited thereto, but is to be determined
by the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A clip comprising a single piece of flat spring stock
folded over upon itself twice to provide elongated top,
bottom and intermediate flat members, with a first rounded
portion connecting the adjacent end regions of the top
and bottom members and a second rounded portion con-
necting the opposite end region of the top with the end
region of the intermediate member adjacent thereto, said
first rounded portion resiliently urging the top and bottom
members together and said second rounded portion resil-
iently urging the top and intermediate members apart
whereby to press said intermediate member against the
boitom member to form a spring clip for the retention of
paper money or the like, and whereby to form a chamber
between the top and intermediate members, said first
rounded portion having a slot therein extending lengthwise
of the said end portion and said top member having a slot
extending toward said first end portion, a slide having a
top member and a bottom region extending through said
slot in the top, said bottom region being thicker than
the thickness of the top member at the slot, a key in the
chamber between the top and intermediate members, said
key having a lock-operating end and a shank, means se-
curing the key shank to the slide with the lock-operating
end of the key extending toward and aligned with the
opening in the first rounded portion, and a pin spaced
from the securing means and extending through the slot
into engagement with the slide and key shank to prevent
relative rotation between the key and slide, said slide
having a first position in said slot in the top member where-
in the entire key is retained in the chamber between the
top and intermediate members, and a second position in
the slot in the top member wherein the lock-operating
end of the key extends through the slot in the first rounded
portion.

2. A clip comprising in combination a holder formed
from a single piece of resilient flat stock having one end
folded over and substantially uniformly spaced from an
intermediate section thereof and the opposite end thereof
folded over and resiliently bearing against the folded first
end to form a flat chamber between the said one end and
intermediate section, there being a slot in said inter-
mediate section extending longitudinally therein, a slide
extending into the slot and movable therealong, a key
in the chamber, and means securing the slide to the key,
said holder having an opening in the fold of the opposite
end through which said key can be projected by the slide.

3. A clip as described in claim 2, and characterized
in that the said opposite end extends beyond the fold
between the said one end and the intermediate section and
the fold of the opposite end being of three-quarter cylin-
drical form, such that said extending end may be readily
forced away from the said one end against the resilience
of the fold to resiliently hold flat objects between said
ends.

(References on follewing page)
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