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Description

[0001] The present invention concerns an elastic,
springy element of the type containing a tubular foam
body provided with inward directed cavities, which can
be used for example to replace steel springs as assem-
bly parts for armchairs, mattresses, pillows and such.
[0002] The foam can be both synthetic foam, such as
for example polyurethane foam, or natural foam, such
as natural latex.
[0003] Such springy elements offer excellent spring
qualities and an optimal comfort and they can be easily
processed.
[0004] They are usually made by perforating a strip of
foam, by subsequently cutting it in pieces and by finally
fixing together the ends thereof, for example by means
of gluing, thus forming a hollow body which is cylindrical
in the known springy elements.
[0005] Such an elastic springy element is known from
Belgian patent No. 1.007.171, and from EP-A-
0.001.469 (POPPE).
[0006] By seeking an optimum ratio between the ma-
terial thicknesses and the diameter of the springy ele-
ment, it was tried to obtain a balanced spring, which re-
sulted in a springy element which was perfectly cylindri-
cal on the inside as well as on the outside.
[0007] Consequently, when such a springy element is
loaded, the pressure is evenly distributed over the entire
top surface or pressure area and the underlying cavities.
[0008] Because the material is compressed more on
the inside when the springy element is formed on the
basis of a flat strip, and thus has a larger density on the
inside than on the outside, the resistance of the springy
element increases from the outside towards the inside.
[0009] Such springy elements are suitable as springs
with a relatively large resistance, such as for a mattress,
where said resistance can even be increased by apply-
ing a steel spring in the central cavity of the foam body.
[0010] However, such springy elements are not suit-
able to be used as particularly soft springs as are applied
for example in pillows.
[0011] For there are no foams which are sufficiently
soft to make a qualitatively good, soft, springy element.
With foams, for example polyurethane foams, the soft-
ness is usually inversely proportionate to the specific
gravity. Foams having a low specific gravity, and thus
which are very soft, do not have the required force and
mass to develop entirely into an even spring, as the re-
quired internal tensions lack and/or they form springy
elements which fatigue very quickly and which loose
their initial heights and shapes after a short while.
[0012] The invention aims a springy element which
does not have these and other disadvantages and which
consequently has a maximum softness and elasticity
which are also maintained in time.
[0013] This aim is reached according to the invention
by means of an elastic, springy element as defined in
independent claim 1. Springy elements having a foam

body with an outer perimeter also decreasing from both
ends to the middle are disclosed in WO 95 22922 A
(HOET), but the foam body is a massive foam element
without cavities, made by moulding or by cutting from a
massive foam piece. The shape saves material with a
minimum of loss of strength and results in more open
space between several springy elements in a cushion
of mattress which is important for the evacuation of
moisture.
[0014] This outer perimeter decreasing from either
end portion towards the central portion may be the result
of internal tension differences in the body during the
construction thereof, for example because the body is
composed of layers with a different hardness, is provid-
ed with cavities in its wall which are bigger towards the
far ends of the body than in the middle, has a wall thick-
ness which is particularly large in relation to the perim-
eter, or is made of a piece of foam whose edges, which
are fixed together during the formation of the body, are
bent in a hollow manner.
[0015] Preferably however, this outer perimeter de-
creasing from either end portion towards the central por-
tion is the result of external means, for example a ring
or cylinder which surrounds the centre of the body and
constricts it, or a plate provided with an opening through
which the body extends with its centre part in the open-
ing. The ring or cylinder as well as the plate can be made
of material which is either or not springy, such as foam.
[0016] This outer perimeter decreasing from either
end portion towards the central portion may also be the
result of internal means, namely one or several cores
provided in the tubular body.
[0017] The invention also concerns a springy support
containing springy elements according to any of the pre-
ceding embodiments which are anchored in relation to
one another.
[0018] According to a special embodiment, the
springy support is a pillow containing a springy core
which is formed of a foam plate provided with openings
through which foam bodies extend which are constricted
by the foam plate in the openings.
[0019] In order to better explain the characteristics of
the invention, the following preferred embodiments of a
springy element and of a pillow provided with such ele-
ments are described as an example only without being
limitative in any way, with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

figure 1 shows a front view of a springy element ac-
cording to the invention;
figure 2 shows a section according to line II-II in fig-
ure 1;
figure 3 shows a front view analogous to that in fig-
ure 1 of half a springy element, but in relation to an-
other embodiment of the invention;
figure 4 shows a view in perspective of a piece or
block from which can be made a springy element
according to yet another embodiment;
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figure 5 shows a front view analogous to that in fig-
ures 1 and 3, but with reference to yet another em-
bodiment according to the invention;
figure 6 shows a front view analogous to that of fig-
ure 5, but with reference to a variant;
figure 7 shows a section of a springy supporting el-
ement according to the invention.
figure 8 shows a front view in which a springy ele-
ment according to the invention has been partially
cut out, but with reference to yet another embodi-
ment.

[0020] The springy element according to figures 1 to
3, 5, 6 and 9 contains a tubular body 1 of foam, for ex-
ample polyurethane foam, or foam of natural or synthet-
ic latex, provided with a central opening 2 which extends
axially between the two far ends, which is provided with
inwardly directed cavities 3 in its wall, and whose outer
side narrows/widens from one end to the other.
[0021] This implies that the outer perimeter of the
body 1 decreases from both ends to the middle halfway
the far ends.
[0022] If the cross-section of the body is round as rep-
resented in the figures 1 to 6, the diameter will be bigger
on the far ends than in the middle, and the outside of
this body will be practically bi-conical. The diameter in
the middle preferably amounts to 85% or less of the di-
ameter on the far ends.
[0023] The surfaces on the far ends are not flat either,
but slightly conical on the outside, which of course pro-
motes the springy capacity of the body 1.
[0024] The central opening 2, however, is practically
cylindrical, except in the embodiment according to figure
8.
[0025] The cavities 3, which are preferably situated in
a slanted symmetry, have for example a diamond-
shaped section which decreases from the outside to-
wards the inside to practically zero on the inside of the
body 1.
[0026] When a vertical load is exerted on the standing
springy element, i.e. with the axis of its body directed
vertically as is represented in figures 1, 3, 5, 6 to 8, the
pressure will be no longer entirely distributed over the
entire body 1, but it will be mainly absorbed by the top
part thereof which, on the outside, will partly bend over
the part of the body situated underneath it.
[0027] As a result, the springy element will be softer
than if the body 1 had the same perimeter over its entire
height as on the far ends.
[0028] Consequently, it is possible to make the body
1 of foam with a relatively large density, which allows to
obtain a qualitatively better springy element and yet re-
main the suppleness of a springy element with a body
of foam with a smaller density and thus less durability
and recovery capacity.
[0029] The decreasing from either end portion to-
wards the central portion of the outer perimeter of the
body 1 can be obtained in several manners, and the con-

struction of said body 1 is partly determined by these
construction methods which will be described hereafter.
[0030] All these methods have in common that the
body 1 is made on the basis of a flat piece or block of
foam which is provided with short cuts over its entire sur-
face which extend through the thickness of the piece or
block and which are preferably arranged according to a
slanting pattern.
[0031] This piece or block is then folded such that its
ends end up opposite one another, after which these
ends are connected to one another, preferably by
means of a suitable glue.
[0032] In the embodiment according to figures 1 and
2, the body 1 consists of a number of foam layers with
a different hardness, for example two, which are con-
nected to one another.
[0033] Thus, the piece or block of which the body 1 is
made also consists of two or several layers. When this
piece or block is folded so as to form the body, with the
hardest layer on the outside, differences in tension are
created between the layers, so that the outer diameter
becomes smaller in the middle than on the far ends,
where the tension is translated into a conical shape of
the surfaces on the far ends.
[0034] In the embodiment according to figure 3, the
cavities 3 have a larger section on the far ends of the
body 1 than in the middle.
[0035] Consequently, in the piece or block of which
the body 1 was formed, larger cuts are provided near
the edges which will form the far ends of the body, and,
during the formation, the tension will be larger in the mid-
dle than on the far ends, which results in the outer pe-
rimeter decreasing from either end portion towards the
central portion and in conical surfaces on the far ends.
[0036] The narrowing/widening form of the body 1 can
also be obtained by making the piece or block particu-
larly thick in relation to the length, for example by pro-
viding it with a thickness which is equal to one quarter
or more of the length, so that during the folding into a
cylindrical body 1, large tensions are created on the out-
er surface, and consequently the outside is narrowing/
widening and the surfaces on the far ends are conical.
[0037] The body 1, formed on the basis of a piece or
block 4 as represented in figure 4 provided with cuts,
also has the smallest section in the middle. The longi-
tudinal sides of this piece, which rest on the far ends of
the body, are straight and parallel to one another. The
cross sides 5, which are fixed to one another, are bent
in a hollow manner, however.
[0038] As a result of the created tensions, also the
surfaces on the far ends will be conically deformed.
[0039] However, better springy elements consist of
the embodiments according to figures 5 and 6, in which
the outer perimeter decreasing from either end portion
towards the central portion and the conical surfaces on
the far end of the body 1 are not obtained as a result of
internal tensions, but by external means, namely a ring
6 or a plate 7.
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[0040] The body 1 may then be formed on the basis
of a rectangular piece or block which consists of one
layer or several layers of foam, which is provided with
equal cuts, which is folded so as to form a cylindrical
body 1 and whose ends are fixed to one another.
[0041] In the embodiment according to figure 5, the
external means consist of a sleeve or ring 6 which is
provided in the middle around the body 1, which is prac-
tically cylindrical in rest position. Naturally, the inner di-
ameter of the ring 6 is smaller than the diameter of the
body 1 in rest position and thus smaller than and pref-
erably equal to 85% or less of the diameter of the body
1 on the far ends.
[0042] For a body 1 with a height of about 10 cm and
a diameter on the far ends of about 11 cm, the ring 6
has a height of for example 2 cm and a thickness of 0.5
cm.
[0043] According to a variant, the ring 6 may be elastic
and it can be for example an elastic band.
[0044] In the embodiment according to figure 6, the
ring 6 is replaced by a plate 7 which is provided with a
round opening 8 whose diameter is equal to the inner
diameter of the ring and through which the body 1 ex-
tends.
[0045] This ring 6 or the plate 7 constrict the body 1
in the middle, so that a bi-conical body 1 with conical
end surfaces is obtained on the outside.
[0046] The ring 6 or the plate 7 may be of foam, pref-
erably of the same foam as the body 1, or of another
material which is either or not springy.
[0047] The plate 7 can be common to two or several
springy elements and thus ensure the connection be-
tween two or several foam bodies 1 which extend
through several openings 8.
[0048] Such a plate 7, in particular a plate made of
foam, with bodies 1 in the openings 8 is particularly suit-
able as the core of a springy support such as a pillow or
such, although such a core may also consist of bodies
1 which are anchored in relation to one another in other
ways.
[0049] Figure 7 represents such a pillow which con-
sists of a core 9 and a casing 10.
[0050] The core 9 is formed of a foam plate 7 which
is provided with openings 8 through which bodies 1 ex-
tend which are constricted by the plate 7 in their middles.
[0051] In order to comply with differences in height
and/or roundings of the casing, the outer bodies 1 are
hereby less high than the other ones.
[0052] As the bodies 1 are firmly anchored in their
middles by the plate 7, there is less danger for these
bodies to deflect when loaded, and consequently the
bodies may be higher than without the plate 7. Thanks
to the bi-conical shape of the bodies 1, a double springy
action is obtained, both on the top side and on the bot-
tom side of the plate 7.
[0053] Very good springy elements can also be
formed according to the embodiment of figure 8, in
which the outer perimeter decreasing from either end

portion towards the central portion and the conical sur-
faces at the ends of the body 1 are not formed by exter-
nal, but by internal means, namely by two cores 11 made
of preferably softer foam than the body 1.
[0054] The piece or block from which the body 1 was
formed and in which cuts were consequently made is
made of hard foam in the embodiment represented,
preferably polyurethane foam.
[0055] When the piece or block is folded into a cylin-
der and its ends are connected to one another, the cores
11 are provided in this cylinder along both ends.
[0056] Before they are provided inside the body 1,
these cores 11 are cylindrical with a diameter which is
bigger than the diameter of the above-mentioned cylin-
der. In order to provide the cores 11 inside the body 1,
the latter can be stretched somewhat open. After the ap-
plication, the cores 11 will be slightly transformed, but
especially the body 1 will have taken on a pronounced
bi-conical shape, so that the springy element is very soft,
whereas it still retains its form very well, especially
thanks to the high specific gravity of the foam of the body
1.
[0057] According to a variant, one core instead of two
can be provided inside the body 1, whereby this core in
this case consists of two cylindrical ends which coincide
with the above-mentioned cores 11 which are connect-
ed to one another by means of a narrower connecting
piece.
[0058] The invention is by no means limited to the em-
bodiments described above and represented in the ac-
companying drawings; on the contrary, such a springy
element and such a springy support can be made in all
sorts of variants while still remaining within the scope of
the invention.

Claims

1. Elastic, springy element suitable for use in arm-
chairs, mattresses, pillows and the like containing
a tubular foam body (1) comprising an outer surface
provided with cavities (3) directed towards the inte-
rior of the body (1), whereby the outer perimeter of
the body (1) is greater at the end portions that in the
central portion, so that the perimeter is decreasing
from either end portion towards the central portion,
each of said end portions being frustoconically
shaped with the smallest cross-section of the cone
being directed away from the central portion.

2. Elastic, springy element according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that the body (1) is composed of layers
with a different hardness.

3. Elastic, springy element according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that the cavities (3) in the wall of the
body (1) are larger near their end portions than in
the central portion.
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4. Elastic, springy element according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that the body (1) consists of a flat piece
of foam which bent has a wall thickness which is
equal to one quarter or more of the length of the
piece.

5. Elastic, springy element according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that the body (1) consists of a flat piece
of foam which is bent and of which two end portions
situated opposite one another are fixed to one an-
other, whereby these end portions are bent in a hol-
low manner.

6. Elastic, springy element according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that the outer perimeter of the body
(1) is decreasing from either end portion towards
the central portion due to external means.

7. Elastic, springy element according to claim 6, char-
acterized in that the external means contain a
sleeve or ring (6) which surrounds the central por-
tion of the body (1) and constricts it.

8. Elastic, springy element according to claim 6, char-
acterized in that the external means contain a
plate (7) which is provided with an opening (8)
through which the body (1) extends with its middle-
most part in the opening (8).

9. Elastic, springy element according to any of claims
7 or 8, characterized in that the external means
are made of foam.

10. Elastic, springy element according to any of claim
1, characterized in that the outer perimeter of the
body (1) is decreasing from either end portion to-
wards the central portion thanks to internal means.

11. Elastic, springy element according to claim 10,
characterized in that the internal means are
formed of at least one core (11) which contains at
least a part which has an outer perimeter bigger
than the inner perimeter at one end of the body (1)
before it is provided inside the body (1).

12. Elastic, springy element according to claim 10 or 11,
characterized in that the core (11) is made of a
softer foam than the body (1).

13. Elastic, springy element according to claim 11 or 12,
characterized in that the internal means contain
two cores (11) which are preferably cylindrical be-
fore the insertion in the body (1).

14. Springy support, characterized in that it contains
at least two elastic, springy elements according to
any of claims 1 to 8 which are anchored in relation
to one another.

15. Springy support according to claim 14, character-
ized in that it contains a springy core (9) which con-
sists of a plate (7) which is provided with openings
(8) through which foam bodies (1) extend which are
constricted by the plate (7) in the openings (8) end
thus have an outer perimeter decreasing from either
end portion towards the central portion, which plate
(7) also connects the bodies (1) to one another.

16. Springy support according to claim 15, character-
ized in that it forms a pillow and in that the core
(9) is surrounded by a casing (10).

17. Springy support according to claim 15 or 16, char-
acterized in that the plate (7) is made of foam.

Patentansprüche

1. Elastisches, federndes Element, geeignet zur An-
wendung in Sesseln, Matratzen, Kissen und der-
gleichen, umfassend einen röhrenförmigen
Schaumstoffkörper, der eine mit zum Inneren des
Körpers (1) hin gerichteten Hohlräumen (3) verse-
hene Außenoberfläche umfasst, wobei der Außen-
umfang des Körpers (1) an den Endbereichen grö-
ßer ist als im mittleren Bereich, sodass der Umfang
von jedem Endbereich zum mittleren Bereich hin
abnimmt, wobei jeder der besagten Endbereiche
kegelstumpfförmig geformt ist, wobei der kleinste
Durchmesser des Kegels vom mittleren Bereich ab-
gewandt ist.

2. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Körper (1)
aus Schichten unterschiedlicher Härte zusammen-
gesetzt ist.

3. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Hohlräume
(3) in der Wand des Körpers (1) nächst dessen End-
bereichen größer sind als im mittleren Bereich.

4. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Körper (1)
aus einem flachen Schaumstoffstück besteht, das
gebogen eine Wanddicke aufweist, die gleich ei-
nem Viertel oder mehr der Länge des Stücks ist.

5. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Körper (1)
aus einem flachen Schaumstoffstück besteht, das
gebogen ist, und wovon zwei einander gegenüber-
liegende Endbereiche aneinander befestigt sind,
wobei diese Endbereiche auf hohle Weise gebogen
sind.

6. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
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1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Außenum-
fang des Körpers (1) aufgrund äußerer Mittel von
jedem Endbereich zum mittleren Bereich hin ab-
nimmt.

7. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die äußeren
Mittel eine Manschette bzw. Ring (6) umfassen, der
den mittleren Bereich des Körpers (1) umgibt und
ihn einschnürt.

8. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
6, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die äußeren
Mittel eine Platte (7) umfassen, die mit einer Öff-
nung (8) versehen ist, durch die sich der Körper (1),
mit seinem mittleren Teil in der Öffnung (8), er-
streckt.

9. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß einem der
Ansprüche 7 oder 8, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die äußeren Mittel aus Schaumstoff gefertigt
sind.

10. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
1, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Außenum-
fang des Körpers (1) dank innerer Mittel von jedem
Endbereich zum mittleren Bereich hin abnimmt.

11. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
10, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die inneren
Mittel aus zumindest einem Kern (11) geformt sind,
der mindestens ein Teil umfasst, das vor dem An-
bringen im Inneren des Körpers (1) einen Außen-
durchmesser aufweist, der größer ist als der Innen-
durchmesser an einem Ende des Körpers (1).

12. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
10 oder 11, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der
Kern (11) aus einem weicheren Schaumstoff als der
Körper (1) gefertigt ist.

13. Elastisches, federndes Element gemäß Anspruch
11 oder 12, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die in-
neren Mittel zwei Kerne (11) umfassen, die vor dem
Einsetzen in den Körper (1) vorzugsweise zylin-
drisch sind.

14. Federnde Unterlage, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass sie zumindest zwei elastische, federnde Ele-
mente gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 8 um-
fasst, die in Bezug zueinander verankert sind.

15. Federnde Unterlage gemäß Anspruch 14, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass sie einen federnden Kern
(9) umfasst, der aus einer Platte (7) besteht, die mit
Öffnungen (8) versehen ist, durch die sich Schaum-
stoffkörper (1) erstrecken, die von der Platte (7) in
den Öffnungen (8) eingeschnürt werden und somit

einen Außenumfang aufweisen, der von beiden
Endbereichen zum mittleren Bereich hin abnimmt,
welche Platte (7) auch die Körper (1) miteinander
verbindet.

16. Federnde Unterlage gemäß Anspruch 15, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass sie ein Kissen bildet und
dass der Kern (9) von einem Überzug (10) umgehen
ist.

17. Federnde Unterlage gemäß Anspruch 15 oder 16,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Platte (7) aus
Schaumstoff gefertigt ist.

Revendications

1. Elément résilient élastique approprié pour être uti-
lisé dans des fauteuils, des matelas, des coussins
et analogues, contenant un corps tubulaire en
mousse (1) comprenant une surface externe munie
de cavités (3) orientées vers l'intérieur du corps (1),
par lequel le périmètre externe du corps (1) est plus
grand aux portions terminales que dans la portion
centrale de telle sorte que le périmètre diminue à
partir de l'une quelconque des portions terminales
jusque dans la portion centrale, chacune desdites
portions terminales étant de configuration tronconi-
que, la plus petite section transversale du cône se
détournant de la portion centrale.

2. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que le corps (1) est composé de
couches possédant une dureté différente.

3. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que les cavités (3) dans la paroi
du corps (1) sont plus grandes à proximité de leur
portion terminale que dans la portion centrale.

4. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que le corps 1 est constitué
d'une pièce plate en mousse qui, à l'état plié, pos-
sède une épaisseur de paroi qui est égale à un quart
ou plus de la longueur de la pièce.

5. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que le corps (1) est constitué
d'une pièce plate en mousse qui est pliée et dont
deux portions terminales situées à l'opposé l'une de
l'autre sont fixées l'une à l'autre, ces portions termi-
nales étant pliées de manière concave.

6. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que le périmètre externe du
corps (1) diminue depuis l'une quelconque des por-
tions terminales jusqu'à la portion centrale, sous
l'influence de moyens externes.
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7. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 6,
caractérisé en ce que les moyens externes con-
tiennent un manchon ou un anneau (6) qui entoure
la portion centrale du corps (1) et qui le resserre.

8. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 6,
caractérisé en ce que les moyens externes con-
tiennent une plaque (7) qui est munie d'une ouver-
ture (8) à travers laquelle le corps (1) s'étend avec
sa partie la plus médiane dans l'ouverture (8).

9. Elément résilient élastique selon l'une quelconque
des revendications 7 ou 8, caractérisé en ce que
les moyens externes sont réalisés en mousse.

10. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication 1,
caractérisé en ce que le diamètre externe du corps
(1) diminue depuis l'une ou l'autre portion terminale
jusqu'à la portion centrale, sous l'influence de
moyens internes.

11. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication
10, caractérisé en ce que les moyens internes
sont constitués d'au moins une partie centrale (11)
qui contient au moins une partie qui possède un pé-
rimètre externe plus grand que le périmètre interne
à une extrémité du corps (1) avant son insertion à
l'intérieur du corps (1).

12. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication
10 ou 11, caractérisé en ce que la partie centrale
(11) est constituée d'une mousse plus tendre que
celle du corps (1).

13. Elément résilient élastique selon la revendication
11 ou 12, caractérisé en ce que les moyens inter-
nes contiennent deux parties centrales (11) qui sont
de préférence de forme cylindrique avant leur inser-
tion dans le corps (1).

14. Support résilient, caractérisé en ce qu'il contient
au moins deux éléments résilients élastiques selon
l'une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8, qui sont
ancrés l'un par rapport à l'autre.

15. Support résilient selon la revendication 14, carac-
térisé en ce qu'il contient une partie centrale rési-
liente (9) qui est constituée d'une plaque (7) qui est
munie d'ouvertures (8) à travers lesquelles s'éten-
dent des corps en mousse (1), qui sont resserrés
par la plaque (7) dans les ouvertures (8) et qui pré-
sentent par conséquent un périmètre externe qui di-
minue depuis l'une quelconque des portions termi-
nales jusqu'à la portion centrale, ladite plaque (7)
reliant également les corps (1) l'un à l'autre.

16. Support résilient selon la revendication 15, carac-
térisé en ce qu'il forme un coussin et en ce que la

partie centrale (9) est entourée par une gaine (10).

17. Support résilient selon la revendication 15 ou 16,
caractérisé en ce que la plaque (7) est réalisée en
mousse.
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