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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Frang W. Brotz, of
Silver Creek, in the county of Chautauqua
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Line-
Chalking Devices; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact
description of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to an improvement
in line chalking device, the object being to
provide a simple and compact device that
will hold the chalk always in contact with a
cord being drawn through the device, and
which presents one edge only of the chalk
to the cord, thereby preventing waste.

With this end in view my invention con-
sists in the details of construction and com-
binations of parts as will be more fully ex-
plained and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a view in perspective of my improved
holder. Fig. 2 is a view in longitudinal
section, and Fig. 3 is a view in transverse
section of same.

1 represents the body of the holder con-
sisting preferably of a block of wood, of

'such size and shape that it may be conven-

iently carried in a pocket.

The body 1, is preferably rounded at one
end and straight at the other, and is pro-
vided with the cylindrical pocket 2 formed
in one face of the block nearer the rounded
end and extending nearly through same,
and with an open slot 3, extending from
and through the rounded end of the body,
back to the opposite side of the pocket, the
said slot being in the plane of the bottom
of the pocket 2, as clearly shown in Figs.
2 and 3.

4 is the follower which is preferably a
metal disk of a size and shape to eonform to
the pocket, and forms a closure for the
same. This follower is loosely mounted at
its center on the central portion of the U-
shaped spring 5, which latter projects rear-
wardly to the straight end of the body 1,
the two members of the spring being coiled
near their free ends to increase the spring
action, and their free ends are bent for-
wardly and secured in the straight edge of
the body. The body 1 is provided in its
top face with two grooves 6 extending

through that portion of the body in line
with the two members of the spring 5, for
the reception of the two members of the lat-
ter, thus permitting the spring to exert its
pressure on the follower until all the chalk
has been used up, without bending or arch-
ing the springs to any extent, as would be
necessary if the latter projected over the top
face of the body.

The follower 4 is provided with a periph-
eral flange 7 which projects outwardly suf-
ficiently to guide the follower in its move-
ments thus holding the latter parallel to the
bottom surface of the recess 2. If desired
the block of chalk may be secured to the fol-
lower, but this is not essential as the fol-
lower will always retain the block irrespec-
tive of its size and shape within the pocket
and on the floor of the latter.

To chalk a line, it is simply necessary to
place the line in the slot 8 and either move
the cord in contact with the chalk, or move
the device along the cord. As the chalk is
firmly pressed against the bottom of the
pocket, the cord which is in the plane of the
bottom of the pocket will necessarily come
in contact with the chalk. With this device
the lower end of the block of chalk is the
only part exposed to the cord, and as it
wears away at the bottom, the spring pressed
follower will force the block down, thus
presenting a new surface to the action of the
cord. The device is exceedingly simple and
convenient to carry around and so long as
any portion of the chalk is in the pocket, no
matter how small, the device is ready for
instant use with any piece of cord that can
be passed into slot 3.

Having fully described my invention what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters-Patent, is,—

1. In a line chalking device, the combina-
tion with a body having a pocket therein,
and an open slot through the body and com-
municating with the pocket at the bottom or
closed end of the latter, of a spring secured
to the body at a point outside of the pocket,
and a follower hinged to the spring and
forming a yielding closure for the pocket.

2. In a hine chalking device, the combina-
tion with a body having a pocket therein, an
open slot through one end communicating

with said pocket, and slots in its top surface,.

of spring arms secured to the body and
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In testimony whereof, T have signed this

adapted to pass into the slots in the top of
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

said body and a disk shaped follower located
within the pocket and secured to the end | ing witnesses.

of the spring, the said follower adapted to FRANK W. BROTZ.
hold the chalk on the bottom of the pocket ‘Witnesses:

and in the plane of the open slot, substan- Grorce Dran,

tially as described. Gro. E. Townr.



