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2 Clalms

‘This. invention relates to dlsplay dev1ces a,nd»

more particularly to a device adapted for-use in:
displaying articles.of merchandise, such as but~

_tons or like articles, which are mounted.on cards.
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An object of this invention: is to- provide a

display device of this character which is so con-
structed that cards of articles of ‘merchandise,

such as buttons, may: bé removably ounted -in

leaves ‘or frames which are hingedly carried by
a stationary frame, the frames being so con-
structed that the cards may be mounted on
either or both sides of the frames.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a device of this kind which is relatively simple
in construction so that it can be manufactured
at a relatively small cost and so that the articles

of merchandise may be easily and quickly in-

serted or removed from the device.

A further object of this invention is to pro-
vide a display device of this character which is
relatively compact so that a considerable num-
ber of button cards may be displayed and the
device also embodies a construction whereby
any one of the display frames may be removed
from the base structure or may be swung from
a horizontal position to a substantially vertical
position so that the articles on both sides of the
device may be visible.

The above and various other objects and ad-
vantages of this invention will in part be de-
seribed in, and in part be understood from the
following detail description of the present pre-
ferred embodiment, the same being illustrated
in the accompanying drawing, wherein:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a display de-
vice constructed according to an embodiment of
this invention.

Figure 2 is a fragmentary vertical section part-
ly in detail of one of the display frames.

Figure 3 is a sectional view partly in detail
taken on the line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Referring to the drawing wherein like symbols
designate corresponding parts throughout the
several views, the numeral (0 designates gener-
ally a base having end members or bars {{ and
{2 and side bars 13 and I4. 'The side bar 13 is
disposed at the front of the device and the bar
14 at the rear. A pair of vertically disposed
rear bars 15 and 16 are secured to the rear of
the base 10 and an upper rear bar {7 is secured to
the upper ends of the uprights 15 and 16 and
acts as a holding bar so as to hold the display
frames hereinafter described in a substantially
upright position.

The base 10 is provided at each end thereof with
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blocks 18 and 19 which are provided with stepped
portions 20 and theé: stepped ‘portions 20-have
slots 21. =The stepped ‘portions 22 of the end
member 19 also have slots 23 which confront the
slots: 21 of the end member 8. <. . 5
. A plurality: of . -merchandise. holding :frames,
generally ‘designated as :24;::are disposed: be-
tween the blocks .18 and: 19:and each frame 24
comprises: longitudinal bars 25 and 26 and end:
bars 27 and 28. The side and end bars are se- 10
cured together in any suitable manner and, in
the present instance, the ends of the side and
end bars are cut off at an angle and secured
together as by a corrugated clip or fastening
device 29. It will be understood, however, that 16
any other means of securing the side and end
bars together may be used. The end bars 21
and 28 adjacent the rear side bar 26 are each
provided with a trunnion 30, which is adapted
to ‘engage in a slot in an end block S0 as 29
to swingably secure the frames 24 between the
end blocks 18 and 19.

The frame 24 is provided with an inside
groove or channel 31 and a transverse bar 32
is disposed in substantially the longitudinal cen- 25
ter of the frame 24 and a plurality of paraliel
and longitudinally extending bars 33 and 34 are
disposed ‘between the intermediate bar 32 and
the end members 27 and 28. The intermediate
stile $2 is provided with a channel 35 on each 30
longitudinal edge thereof in which an end of a
longitudinal bar 33 or 34 is adapted to engage.
These bars 33 and 34 may be loosely disposed in
the channel 385 and also in the side channel 3i
of the frame 24 so that the spaces between the 35
bars 33 and the side bars 25 and 26 may be
adjusted at will. .

A plurality of backing plates 31 are disposed
within the frame 24 and engage in the grooves of
the frame 24 and the grooves 36 of the longi- 40
tudinal bars 33 and 34. These backing plates 31
are preferably made of relatively rigid material,
such as sheet metal or the like, and may be
mounted in the grooves of the frame during the
assembly thereof or at a subsequent time. The 45
plates 31 are of a thickness such that they do
not occupy the entire width of the channels 31
and 36 so that merchandise holding cards 38 may
be disposed in the grooves 31 and 36 on opposite
sides of the plates 37. The cards 38 are mounted
in the confronting grooves 36 and 31 of the frame
24 by slightly bending the card and then allow-
ing the card to straighten out. There may be
any number of frames 24 disposed in the blocks 55
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{8 and [9 depending only on the number of
stepped portions 2f and 22.

In the use of this device, the merchandise hold-
ing cards 38 are inserted in the grooves 31 and
36, as shown in Figure 2, and may be disposed
on either or both sides of the plates 37.
event a customer desires to look over the stock
carried by the frames 24, the uppermost frame
24 is swung upwardly and against the back rail
17 so that this back rail 171 will support the upper-
most frame 24 in a position inclined rearwardly
to the vertical. The frames 24 can be swung
upwardly or downwardly after the manner of the
leaves of a book and by reason of the back rail
1T the undersides of the frames can be viewed,
as well as the upper sides. If desired, the frames
24 can be easily removed from the end blocks
18 and 19 so that a customer can more readily
look over a particular frame with the merchan-
dise mounted thereon. ’

I claim:— . :

1. A display device comprising a base, an up-
standing back secured to the base, a pair of
stepped members secured to the base one adja-
cent each end thereof and adjacent the back, each
stepped member having vertically opening slots in
the stepped portions thereof, a plurality of rec-
tangular frames disposed between said stepped
members, a pair of trunnions carried by each
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frame and engaging in opposed slots of the stepped
members to swingably mount the frame members
on the base, said frame members having grooves
on the inner edges thereof, and a plate engaging

in said grooves and constituting a reinforcing 5
means for articles disposed within said frame
members.

2. A display device comprising a base and a
plurality of article holding frame members se-
cured in stepped relation to the base means for 10
swingably securing the frame members to the
base, each frame member comprising a rectan-
gular frame structure provided with a groove on

‘the inside edge thereof, an intermediate bar dis-

posed in said groove and extending transversely 15
of the frame structure, a longitudinal bar engag-
ing said interniediate bar and a portion of said
frame structure, said longitudinal bar being pro-
vided with grooves on opposite edges thereof con-
fronting the grooves of the frame structure and 20
a pair of reinforcirig plates loosely disposed in
the grooves of the frame structure and the grooves

of the longitudinal bars, said plates having a
width substantially less than the width of the
grooves. in the frame structure and the longitu- 28
dinal] bars whereby to provide space on opposite
sides of the plates to receive pieces of cardboard
bearing articles of merchandise.
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