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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
to 

Application October 22, 1940, serial No. 362,266 
(C. 43-3) 3 Claims. 

This invention relates to a decoy for attracting 
Water fowl to a Selected area, and has for the 
primary object the provision of a device of this 
character which may be easily manufactured to 
Simulate various water fowl, such as wild ducks, 
geese or the like and which will closely resemble 
the natural movements of a fowl while swim 
ning, being so constructed that the flow or cur 
rent of the Water acts as its motive power and 
may be easily adjusted to compensate for the va 
riances in the speed of the flow or currents of 
the Water. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

Vision of a device of the above stated character 
Which Will be stable in the water and may have 
the head easily adjusted with respect to the body 
With means whereby the head will have the effect 
of moving relative to the body. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

Vision of a device of the above stated character 
which will be durable, life-like and may be easily 
adjusted into a compact device for handling and 
Storing and may be manufactured and sold at a 
low cost. 
With these and other objects in view as Will 

become more apparent as the description pro 
ceeds, the invention consists in certain novel fea 
tures of Construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts as Will be hereinafter more fully 
described and claimed. 

For a complete understanding of my inven 
tion, reference is to be had to the following de 
Scription and accompanying dra Wings, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in section, 
illustrating a decoy constructed in accordance 
With my invention, and showing the adjusted po 
sition of the head with respect to the body. 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary transverse sectional 
view illustrating the connection between the body 
of the decoy and the combined rudder and 
stabilizer. 

Figure 3 is a bottom plan WieW. illustrating the 
device With the combined rudder and Stabilizer 
in a folded position. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary transverse sectional 
view illustrating the combined rudder and sta 
bilizer in a folded position. 
Figure 5 is a perspective view illustrating the 

combined rudder and stabilizer. 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a journal in 

the form of a tube or sleeve. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, the nu 

meral 5 indicates the body of the device, 6 the 
head and 7 the neck. It is to be understood that 
the parts referred to are shaped to simulate a 
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Water fowl and made from any material suitable 
for the purpose which will have the desired buoy 
ancy and durability. The neck 7 consists of sep 
arable Sections one integral with the head and 
the other Section integral with the body, thereby 
providing for separation and adjustment of the 
head with respect to the body. 
The body 5 is bored to receive a journal in the 

forgin of a sleeve or tube 8 which extends through 
the botton Wall of the body and through the sec 
tion of the neck integral with the body. A rod 9 
having screw threaded ends is rotatably received 
by the sleeve or tube extending below the body 
and above the Section of the neck integral with 
the body and is adapted to enter the section of 
the neck integral With the head. 
The head 6 is chambered, as shown at , open 

ing Outwardly through the section of the neck 
integral With the head and also opening out 
Wardly at the under side of the head and closed 
by plastic Wood, as shown at 3. The chamber 

decreases the Weight of the head which is 
desirable as Well as provides a space to receive 
tie upper end of the rod 9. 
A portion of the chamber it is reduced to 

receive the upper end of the rod 9 after the latter 
is threaded through a bushing 2 fitted in a por 
tion of the chamber 0. A lock nut f3 is threaded 
On the rod to force a washer against the bush 
ing. The portion of the chamber which re 
ceives the rod is filled in with plastic wood, as 
ShoWn at 2. 
An anchor arm 4 is secured on the lower end 

of the rod by nuts 5 and at its free end is pro 
vided with an eye f6 to which an anchor cable 
(not shown) may be attached. w 
An attaching plate 7 is suitably secured to 

the under face of the body and extends longi 
tudinally thereof and is substantially triangular 
shaped in cross section including the converging 
portions 8, one of which has a series of notches 
i8. The converging portions 8 at the free edges 
are Spaced, as clearly shown in Figures 3 and 4 
of the dra Wings. 
A combined stabilizer and rudder is indicated 

in entirety by the character 23 and includes a 
plate 2 which is cut away, as shown at 22, to 
provide a reduced portion 23 which is bent upon 
itself to form a connecting portion 24 of substan 
tially triangular shape in croSS Section including 
the converging Walls 25, one of which is free froin 
the plate 2 and provided with projections 26 to 
Snap into the notches 9 of the attaching plate 

for adjustably and releasably securing the 
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combined stabilizer and rudder on the body of 
the decoy. 
Secured on opposite faces of the plate 2 are 

weights 27 each tapering toward One vertical end 
edge of the plate 2 acting to provide the neces 
sary stabilizing effect to the body 5 when floating 
in the Water. 
The connection described between the Con 

bined stabilizer and rudder with the body 5 will 
permit positioning of said stabilizer and rudder 
to depend vertically from the body or to be posi 
tioned horizontally to parallel the bottom face 
of the body so as to permit packing, storing or 

O 

otherwise convenient handling of the body with 
out interference from the combined rudder and 

Also this attachment between the . stabilizer. 
combined rudder and stabilizer and the body 
permits the combined rudder and stabilizer to be 
adjusted forwardly and rearwardly of the body 
to compensate for the variance of the Speed of 
the current or flow of the Water in which the 
decoy is Operating. 
In operation, the decoy is anchored in a body 

of water by having the anchor cable or line at 
tached to the eye 6 of the anchor arm. Or rod 
f4. The flow of water past the body and the 
combined rudder and stabilizer Will cause the 
body to swing on the cable from side to side and 
as the body swings the head remains in a fixed 
position. However, the movement of the body 
with respect to the head gives the effect that the 
head is moving relative to the body to simulate 
the action of a swimming fowl turning the head 
from side to side. If desired, the arm may be 
adjusted on the rod so as to direct the head rear 
wardly with respect to the body and as the latter 
swings in the water from side to side Will give 
the effect of the fowl acting on the feathers of 
the body by the bill of the head. 
The combined stabilizer and rudder is adjusted 

forwardly of the body for a slow moving current 
or flow of water and is adjusted rearwardly of the 
body for a fast moving current or flow of Water. 
Due to the rod 9 being journaled in the sleeve 8 
the body may swing freely with respect to the 
head and also the head may be adjusted Wer 
tically in either direction on the rod and there 
by relative to the body. 
A decoy constructed in accordance With the 

foregoing Will be extremely stable when in water 
and will not be easily upset or otherwise dis 
turbed by rough water and is free to SWing from 
side to side on its anchor and thereby bring about 
the effect of the head moving with respect to 
the body to simulate the movements of a SWim 
ning Water fowl. - 
While I have shown and described the pre 
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ferred embodiment of my invention, it will be 
understood that minor changes in construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts may be 
made without departing from the Spirit and Scope 
of the invention as claimed. 

Having thus described the invention, what I 
claim is: 

1. In a decoy, a body, a head, a sleeve extend 
ing through the body, a rod journaled in said 
sleeve and detachably and adjustably connected 
to the head for the adjustment of the head to 
Ward and from the body and to permit movement 
of the body with respect to the head, an anchor 
arm secured to said rod and including an eye 
for connecting an anchor line thereto, an at 
taching plate secured to the under face of the 
body and of substantially triangular shape in 
cross section providing converging walls and One 
of said walls having notches, a combined rudder 
and stabilizer including a plate having a portion 
thereof bent on itself to form a triangular shaped 
portion having projections and slidably received 
by the attaching plate with the projections fitting 
in the notches, and weight elements secured On 
said plate and tapering toward one edge of the 
plate. 

2. In a decoy, a body, a head having a cham 
ber, a rod journaled in Said body and extending 
into the chamber of the head, means coactive 
with the head and located in the chamber for 
adjustably and detachably connecting the head 
on the rod, an anchor arm detachably and ad 
justably secured to said rod, and a combined 
stabilizer and rudder adjustably and detachably 
mounted on said body and capable of a SSunning 
a depending position with respect to the under 
face of the body or a position horizontally and 
paralleling the botton face of the body. 

3. In a decoy, a body, a head, means for rotat 
ably connecting said head to the body and adapt 
ed for connection to an anchor line, a chan 
neled track secured to the body and extending 
longitudinally thereof and provided with Spaced 
notches, a combined stabilizer and rudder includ 
ing an attaching portion shaped to match the 
shape of the track and slidable therein and lon 
gitudinally of the body, and projections on Said 
attaching portion to enter said notches for Se 
curing said stabilizer and rudder against longi 
tudinal adjustment on the body and movable Out 
of said notches by positioning said attaching por 
tion partly outwardly of said track and thereby 
permit sliding movement of the combined stabi 
lizer and rudder longitudinally. Of the body and 
for folding the combined stabilizer and rudder 
close to the body. 
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