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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A shooting garment having aperture means formed
therein at waist level with a belt passing freely through
said aperture means to provide a central rear belt section
disposed interiorly of the garment and a forward belt
section disposed exteriorly thereof. Game pocket means
are freely supported and slidably mounted upon the for-
ward section of the belt so that the weight of game with-
in the pockets is supported entirely by the belt and not
by the garment itself.

——————— N ———

This invention relates to apparel such as a shooting
garment, and in particular it relates to a shooting gar-
ment incorporating a freely suspended belt and pocket
construction,

Shooting garments, such as a shooting coat or a shoot-
ing vest, are well known items which are widely used by
hunters, marksmen, skeet and trapshooters, and the like.

Such garments generally include a shoulder pad against
which a rifle butt can abut and one or more enlarged
game receiving pockets. One of the difficulties previously
encountered in shooting garments of this type was that the
weight of the items placed within the game pockets hung
freely downward, thereby causing considerable weight to
be applied to the shooting garment itself, thus making
it uncomfortable for the wearer, and, to some degree, im-
peding his freedom of movement. This problem was in
part solved by invention set forth in U.S. Patent No.
2,948,848, dated Aug. 16, 1960, wherein the belt on the
shooting. garment was used to support the weight of the
game pockets, thereby eliminating to some degree, the
problems previously encountered in the prior art.

However, while my aforementioned prior patent did
solve the problem to some degree, there were still some
undesirable aspects which were not totally overcome
thereby. For example, in most shooting garments, the
pockets are formed as an integral part of the garment
and are hence attached thereto. Since pockets of this
general type are rather large, deep and expandable, the
pockets themselves are somewhat unattractive in appear-

ance and are somewhat bulky in size. In many instances, -

the wearer might not want to utilize the pockets, but since
such pockets were always attached to the garment in the
past, the wearer had little choice but to accept the pockets
along with the garment itself. Another consideration in
prior art garments of this type was that the pockets were
generally fixed in position upon the garment with one or
more pockets being disposed on each side of the garment.
Of course, since such pockets were fixed to the garment,
they could not be moved with respect thereto and thus
the user could not position such pockets at a location
which ke found to be most comfortable. In short, prior
art forms of shooting garments, even as improved by
the invention set forth in my aforementioned patent,
nevertheless had certain undesirable aspecis associated
with the pockets thereof.

With the foregoing in mind, it is, therefore, an object
of the present invention to overcome any difficulties and
deficiencies associated with prior art forms of shooting

- garments, and to provide in their stead;, a new and im-
proved shooting garment having an improved belt and
pocket construction.
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Another object of the present invention is to provide a
shooting garment having a belt means which is completely
free from any fixed comnection with the garment itself
and which is hence adjustable with respect thereto and,
if desired, readily removable therefrom.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
shooting garment having a freely mounted belt means
and having enlarged pockets freely suspended along such
belt means, with such pockets being slidably adjustable
to any desired position.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
shooting garment having a new and improved belt means
having freely suspended pockets thereupon, with such belt
means serving to fully support the weight of such pockets
so that none of such weight is applied to the garment
itself.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
shooting garment having a new and improved belt and
pocket assembly which can be utilized in connection with
such garment, and which, if desired, can be completely
removed therefrom when the use thereof is not necessary.

Other objects, advantages and salient features of the
present invention will become apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description, which, taken in conjunction
with the annexed drawings, discloses a preferred embodi-
ment thereof.

Referring to the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of a shooting
garment in accordance with the principles of the present
invention;

FIGURE 2 is a front elevational view, similar to FIG-
URE 1, but with the garment being partially spread open
to reveal the interior thereof;

FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary perspective view looking
in the direction of the arrows 3—3 of FIGURE 1; and,

FIGURE 4 is a sectional view taken substantially
along the line 4—4 of FIGURE 3.

With continued reference to the drawings, the inven-
tion shown therein generally includes a new and improved
shooting garment generally designated 16, such garment
including a body portion generally designated 12, a belt
means generally designated 14 and pocket means general-
ly designated 16.

The body portion 12 includes a back panel 18 which
can include a laterally extending seam 20 at approxi-
mately waist level therealong, as shown in FIGURE 2.
The back panel 18 may be interfolded at the seam 26 to
provide a pair of spaced apart upstanding pleats 22 along
the back of the body portion 12, thereby providing the
wearer with the desired freedom of movement necessary
for a garment of this type.

The body portion 12 also includes a pair of similar
front panels 24, having confronting inner side edges 26
which can be removably coupled with one another by a
conventional slide fastener 28. The outer side edges of
the front panels 24 are joined with the side edges of the
back panel 18, thereby forming vertically extending side
pleats which are designated 38, and extend from a wear-
er’s armpit to the bottom of the garment 10.

One of the front panels 24 preferably carries a pad 32
at shoulder level thereupon, against which a user can
rest the butt of a rifle. Naturally, as is conventional, the
upper portions of the back panel 18 and front panels 24
are configured to form armholes through which the user’s
arms extend when the body portion 12 is worn. In the
form of invention shown herein, the garment 19 is formed
as a shooting coat, and hence includes a pair of sleeves
34 which cover the wearer’s arms. However, for purposes
of the present invention, the garment 10 could also be
formed as a shooting vest, in which case the sleeves 34
would be eliminated. o

An aperture means 36 is formed along each side of the
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garment 10 at approximately waist level along the side
seam 2. Such aperture means 36 takes the form of an
elongated slot having a size sufficient to permit passage
of the belt means 14.

The belt means 14 is formed as an elongated band 38
fabricated of webbing or any other suitable material. In
general, it may be said that the belt means has a cenier
section which forms the back portion of the belt and a pair
of end sections which together form the front portion
of the belt, as such belt is encircled about a wearer’s
waist. Releasable coupling or connecting means, gener-
ally designated 49, are provided along the central section
of the band 38 and at the ends thereof where such ends
join together at the front of the garment. The releasable
coupling means includes a first member 42 which can be
manually fastened to and unfastened from a second mem-
ber 44, The present invention is in no way limited to any
precise form of coupling means, and instead, any suitable
form may be utilized such as snaps, fasteners, hook and
eye means, the form of fastener shown herein, or any
other satisfactory form of fastener means. Adjustable
means 46 may be provided along the belt, preferably upon
the center section thereof, so that the belt may be properly
adjusted to fit each particular wearer's waist size.

When both releasable coupling means 49 are attached
togather, it will be seen that the belt means 14 forms a
continuous belt band which extends about the wearer’s
waist. The back half of such belt is located interiorly of
the body portion 12 adjacent the back panel 18. However,
the end portions thereof project through the slot means
36 and hence extend across the exterior of the front panels
24, to join together in the manner shown in FIGURE 1.
It is important to note that the belt means 14 is in no way
sewn or attached with the body portion 12 of the gar-
ment but instead, is merely freely assembled therewith,
solely by means of passage through the slot or aperture
means 36.

Referring now to the game pockets 16, it will be seen
from FIGURES 1 and 3 that such pockets include a back
face 50 which extends downwardly to form an accordion
pleat 52 and then extends back upwardly in the form of a
front face 54. Side accordion pleats 56 may also be pro-
vided thereby assuring that the front face 54 and back
face 50 can be relatively expanded with respect to one
another to permit carrying of game or other items within
the pockets 16. The back face 50 extends above the upper
edge of the front face 54 and is folded over upon itself at
58 and attached by stitching 60 to thereby form a laterally
extending passage 62 along the top of the pockets 16. The
belt band 38 extends through this passage 62 and there-
by serves to suspend each pocket 16 so that the same is
slidable along the band 38 as indicated by the arrows
in FIGURE 3.

In the form shown in the drawings, which is the pre-
ferred form of invention, two game pockets 16 are pro-
vided, with one such pocket being provided on each end
portion of the belt band 38 as the same projects exteriorly
of the body portion 12 through the slot means 36. Thus,
each game pocket can individually be slid along its sup-
porting belt portion thereby permitting some adjustment
of the position of the pockets themselves. The maximum
rearward adjustment of either pocket is when one edge
of the pocket is adjusted to the side seam 39 of the body
portion. Naturally, the pockets 16 cannot be moved any
further rearwardly since at the side seam 39, the belt band
38 passes through the narrow slot or aperture means 36
and enters the interior of the garment 10, If desired, the
entire pocket 16 can be removed from the belt band 38
merely by opening the coupling means 40 at the front
of the belt and by sliding the pocket 16 past the end of
the belt which carries -the coupling member 42 or 44.
The pockets 16 are preferably fabricated of some syn-
thetic plastic or leather material of a waterproof and wash-
able nature.

It should be understood that the present invention pro-
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vides a unique comstruction wherein both the belt means
14 and the game pockets 16 suspended therefrom are free
from any fixed attachment with the body porticn 12 of the
garment 10. The belt means, as aforesaid, is positioned
with respect to the garment only by means of the location
of the slot or aperture means 36. The pockets 16 are them-
selves in no manner connected with the body portion 12
of the garment, and instead, are freely suspended by the
belt means 14 and are slidable and adjustable in position
along the extent of the belt means, Thus, the entire weight
of the pockets 16 and any items carried therein is borne
solely by the belt means 4, and is in no manner whatso-
ever borne by the body portion 12 of the garment 10. By
releasing the front coupling means 14, the pockets 16
can be removed when their use is not desired, and the
garment 10 will then merely have a belt 14 extending
about the wearer’s waist, without any unattractive game
pockets being provided. Moreover, if desired, the entire
belt means 14 can be removed merely by releasing both of
the coupling means 14. This then would provide the
wearer with a freely hanging jacket having no belt means
whatsoever.
It should, of course, be appreciated that the particular
construction of the body portion 12 can be varied from
that described herein without in any way changing the
material and important aspects of the invention. For ex-
ample, it might be desired to use elastic side bands con-
nected between the side edges of the back panel and the
front panels. With the use of such elastic bands, the gar-
ment could more tightly conform to the wearer’s body
contours. However, even in such event, so long as the
aperture- means 36 were provided along the sides of the
garment, the belt means 14 and pockets 16 would operate
in the manner described hereinabove, and accordingly,
the construction would be in accordance with the spirit
and scope of the present invention.
By providing one coupling means 40 along the center
of the band 38 and another coupling means 40 at the
ends thereof, it is assured that the pockets alone or the
pockets and belt can readily be removed. If only the front
coupling means 40 is opened, the pockets 16 can be slid
off the band 38 and the band can nevertheless still remain
in position on the garment. On the other hand, if both
the front and the rear coupling means 49 are opened, the
belt can be removed entirely from the garment, with one
pocket 16 still remaining in position on each half of the
belt.
After reading the foregoing detailed description, it
should be apparent that the objects set forth at the out-
set of the specification have been successfully achieved
by the present invention.
What is claimed is:
1. A shooting garment comprising:
a body portion having aperture means at each side
thereof substantially at the wearer’s waist level;

said body portion further including a pad positioned
on the upper forward portion thereof at the wearer’s
shoulder level to permit the butt of a rifle to abut
thereagainst;

belt means formed as an elongated band having a

central section and a pair of end sections;

said central section being freely disposed interiorly

of said body portion;

one of said end sections passing through each of said

aperture means and thereby being freely disposed
exteriorly of said body portion;

an enlarged game pocket slidably mounted upon each

of said end sections; and,

means for releasably coupling said end sections with

one another to thereby form a continuous belt ex-
tending about the wearer’s waist, the back portion
of said belt extending freely across the inside of the
back of said body portion and the front portion of
said belt extending freely across the outside of the
front of said body portion;
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each of said game pockets including a rearward wall
having slot means formed therein with one of said
end sections extending through said slot means so
that said pocket is freely supported upon and slid-
ably mounted along said belt front portion;

each of said game pockets further including a front
wall spaced from said rearward wall to define an
open-topped chamber into which game can readily
be inserted.

2. A shooting garment comprising:

a body portion having aperture means at each side
thereof substantially at the wearer’s waist level;

belt means formed as an elongated band having a
central section and a pair of end sections;

said central section being freely disposed interiorly
of said body portion;

one of said end sections passing through each of said
aperture means and thereby being freely disposed
exteriorly of said body portion;

an enlarged game pocket slidably mounted upon each
of said end sections; and,

means for releasably coupling said end sections with
one another to thereby form a continuous belt ex-
tending about the wearer’s waist, the back portion
of said belt extending freely across the inside of the
back of said body portion and the front portion of
said belt extending freely across the outside of the
front of said body portion;

said game pockets being freely supported upon and
slidably mounted along said belt front portion;

said belt means including separable connection means
provided along the central section thereof, whereby
when said connection means is separated, said entire
belt means and said game pockets can be removed
from said body portion.

3. A shooting garment as defined in claim 2 wherein

said belt means is completely free from connection with

10

15

20

25

6

said body portion and is positioned with respect thereto
solely by said aperture means.

4. A shooting garment as defined in claim 2 further
including adjustable means along said central section for
adjusting the size of said belt means to fit the wearer’s
waist,

5. A shooting garment as defined in claim 2 wherein
each of said game pockets includes a laterally extending
passage adjacent the top thereof and wherein one of
said end sections extends through said passage, thereby
freely and slidably mounting said game pocket to said
belt means.

6. A shooting garment as defined in claim 1 wherein
said body portion includes a back panel and a pair of
front panels, one of said front panels being joined to each
side edge of said back panel.

7. A shooting garment as defined in claim 6 wherein
said aperture means are provided where a front panel
joins with said back panel.

8. A shooting garment as defined in claim .1 wherein
said belt means is completely free from connection with
said body portion and is positioned with respect thereto
solely by said aperture means.

9. A shooting garment as defined in claim 1 further in-
cluding adjustable means along said central section for
adjusting the size of said belt means to fit the wearer’s
waist.
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