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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ISAAC E. PHELPs, OF WAHOO, NEBRASKA. 

House-JACK. 

1279,901. 
Application filed June 13, 1916. Serial No. 103,462. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, IsAAC E. PHELPs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Wahoo, in the county of Saunders and State 
of Nebraska, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in House-Jacks; and 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art 
to which it appertains to make and use the 
Sane. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

house jacks. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of house jacks and 
to provide a simple, practical, and compara 
tively inexpensive device designed for rais 
ing houses and various other structures and 
capable of enabling the raising of the same 
to be effected continuously and with greater 
rapidity and facility. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, and pointed out in the claims here 
to appended; it being understood that vari 
Ous changes in the form, proportion, size 
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and minor details of construction, within the 
Scope of the claims, may be resorted to with Out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of the invention. 
In the drawings. 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of a house jack 

constructed in accordance with this inven 
tion and shown in full lines in its initial po 
ision and in an elevated position in dotted 
lines, m 

Fig. 2 is a similar view the jack being ele 
vated and the footing being placed under 
the jack screw for enabling the weight to be 
transferred from the nut to the base or foot 
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ing 
fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view the crib 

bing being built up from that shown in Fig. 
2 and the jack being arranged for a second 
lifting or raising operation, 
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Fig. 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
substantially on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2, 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged vertical sectional 
view of the upper portion of the jack, 

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the nut showing 
the same provided with ratchet teeth, 

Fig. 7 is a detail perspective view of the 
upper wedge shaped section of the foot of 
the jack. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in the several figures of 
the drawings. 

In the accompanying drawings in which 
is illustrated the preferred embodiment of 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Sept. 24, 1918. 
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the invention, the lifting jack which is de 
signed for elevating houses and various 
other structures comprises in its construc 
tion a jack screw 1 and a nut 2 which may 
be plain as shown or be provided with 
ratchet teeth 3 as illustrated in Fig. 6 of the 
drawings. The screw which is provided 
with an enlargement 4 has sockets or open 
ings 5 for the reception of suitable means 
for engaging the Screw to rotate the same in 
the usual manner. The screw is also pro 
vided at its upper and lower ends with 
rounded reduced terminal projections 7 and 
8 constituting journals and adapted to fit in 
corresponding sockets or bearing recesses 9 
and 10 of a cap 11 and a foot 12. The cap 
11 is provided with a flat upper face and 
may of course be transferred from the top 
to the bottom of the screw when desired and 
the said foot 12 may of course be arranged 
either at the top or bottom of the device and 
the projections or interlocking portions 
and 8 may be formed on either of the inter 
locked parts. The nut is provided with an 
integral flange or plate 13 which is adapted 
to be arranged upon cribbing 14 in a man 
ner similar to the ordinary sectional collar 
block and it is adapted to obviate the neces 
sity of employing a sectionai collar block 
for this purpose. The cap or head 11 is 
placed beneath the timber 15 or other part 
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to be engaged by the jack as illustrated in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings and the jack is oper 
ated in the usual manner to elevate the screw 
and the timber 15 from the position shown 
in full lines in the said figure to that illus 
trated in dotted lines. After the screw is 
elevated the foot 12 is placed in position and 
a Supplemental foot or base 16 may be em 
ployed and the foot 12 which is composed of 
upper and lower wedge shaped sections 17 
and 18 may be tightened or the screw may 
be slightly reversed to change the load and 
shift the same from the nut to the foot of 
the screw. The wedge shaped upper and 
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lower sections 17 and 18 are preferably con- . 
structed of metal and the upper section is 
provided with the said bearing socket or re 
cess 10 for the reception of the lower projec 
tion or journal 8 of the screw. The supple 
mental foot or base16 is also composed of up 
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per and lower wedge shaped sections 19 and 
20 and these are preferably constructed of 
wood and may be of any desired size and 
are employed for coöperating with the foot . 
12 when a heavy load is to be raised. The 
base or auxiliary foot is adapted to be sup 
ported by two of the timbers of the cribbing 
and the foot 12 is supported by two of the 
timbers at the other two sides of the crib 
bing as clearly illustrated in Fig. 4 of the 
drawings. 
By this construction the weight of the 

load is distributed throughout the four sides 
of the cribbing and lower support of great 
strength is thereby provided for the jack 
screw. After the load has been shifted from 
the nut to the foot, the cribbing may be built 
up and the nut arranged at the top of the 
additional cribbing as illustrated in Fig. 3 
of the drawings and the jack screw will then 
be ready for a new raise or lifting operation. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A lifting jack comprising a cribbing, a 

nut resting upon the cribbing, a jack screw 
threaded through and provided at its lower 
end with a rounded journal, a head carried 
by the jack screw, and a foot adapted to be 
placed in the cribbing below the jack screw, 
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said foot comprising a pair of wedge-shaped 
upper and lower members, the upper men 
ber having a recess to receive the journal, 
as and for the purpose specified. 

2. A lifting jack comprising a cribbing, a 
nut resting upon the cribbing, a jack screw 
threaded through the nut and provided at 
its lower end with a rounded journal, a head 
carried by the jack screw, a foot adapted to 
be placed in the Cribbing between the tim 
bers thereof below the jack screw, said foot 
including two pairs of wedge-shaped mem 
bers, each consisting of upper and lower 
members, the upper pair of Wedge-shaped 
members being arranged at right angles to 
the lower pair of wedge-shaped members, 
so that the lower pair of the wedge-shaped 
members forms an additional support for 
the upper wedge-shaped members, the upper 
wedge-shaped members being adapted to re 
ceive the lower end of the jack screw. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
ISAAC E. PHELPS. 

Witnesses: 
R. H. WATSON, 
H. T. LILLEY. 
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