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1. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

methods of making plaques and has reference 
more particularly to a method for making sou 
venir plaques containing replicas of children's 
hands and/or feet. 

Parents, as a rule, are desirous of obtaining 
some souvenirs of their children when they are 
Very Small and are, of course, also desirous of 
Obtaining Souvenirs that have an ornamental 
value as Well. 

It is the object of this invention to produce 
a method for making Souvenirs containing exact 
replicas Of a child's hand or foot and to form 
the same into an object of ornamental value. 
The method which forms the subject of this 

invention can be most readily explained and 
understood. When reference is had to the accom 
panying drawing which shows the mold employed 
in the making of the Souvenir plaque, and in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the mold with 
parts broken away; 

Figure 2 is a section taken on line 2-2, Fig 
lure 1; and 

Figure 3 is a plan view of the completed plaque, 
For the purpose of facilitating the molding of 

the plaques to which this invention relates, a 
mold of a peculiar construction is provided. The 
mold consists of a base 5 that is constructed of 
any suitable material, either metal, Wood or 
plaster of Paris, whichever may be found to be 
the most desirable. The base has a center de 
pression comprising a flat bottom 6 that curves 
upwardly along the surface 7, thence outwardly 
as indicated at 8 and thence upwardly and out 
Wardly by means of an S-shaped curve 9. Posi 
tioned in the depressed areas of the base is a 
mold O that is formed from rubber or . Some 
rubber-like material which can be readily flexed 
and which has sufficient elasticity to return to 
its original shape. The outer or under Surface 
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of the mold fits the depression in the base as 
shown in Figure 2. The mold has a central cir 
cular depression whose bottom has been des 
ignated by reference numeral . It is also pro 
vided with a flat surface 2 that terminates in 
an annular groove f3 and in a vertical cylindrical 
wall 4. The mold terminates in a flange 5. 
This mold can be readily removed from the base 
and can be stretched or bent, as occasion may 
require. In order to make the plaque, a piece 
of molding clay of proper consistency is supported 
on a flat surface and pressed against the child's 
hand or foot so as to form an impression in 
intaglio. The molding clay is then cut into a 
circular piece of proper size to fit the central 
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depression in the mold and rests on the flat bot 
tom thereof and is preferably allowed to harden 
slightly in that position. After the molding clay 
has set sufficiently, if it is not already in place 
in the mold, it is transferred to the mold and 
Occupies the position indicated by reference nu 
neral 6 in Figure 2. The irregular upper Sur 
face which corresponds to the impression of the 
child's hand or foot has been designated by refer 
ence numeral 7. A mixture of Some cemen 
titious material, preferably such as is commonly 
employed by dentists for making impressions or 
a good grade of plaster of Paris is now mixed 
to the proper consistency and poured into the 
mold on top of the molding clay impression, The 
mold is preferably vibrated so as to assure that 
the plaster fills all of the depressions so as to 
make a true and perfect replica of the hand or 
foot Whose impression is in the surface of the 
molding clay. The cement plaque has been des 
ignated by reference numeral 8 and is allowed 
to remain in place until it is sufficiently set to 
assure that it will not break on handling. After 
the cement has set, the rubber mold is removed 
from the base and the cement plaque is separated 
from the mold, the latter being stretched or 
twisted in such a Way as to effect a release. The 
plaque is now in molded form, but, before it is 
completed, it must be subjected to some steps 
which give it a finished appearance. The first 
step after the plaque has been molded as above 
described is to Subject it to a sculping operation, 
that is the operator employing a suitable tool 
cuts away some of the cement along the Outer 
outline of the hand Or the foot, So as to bring 
the replica into a greater relief. After the sculp 
ing has been completed, the plaque is then 
Smoothened by rubbing it with Suitable tools 
and/or with an abradant, Such as Sand paper. 
When the surface has been properly Smoothened, 
it is subjected to a tinting operation to give it 
the desired color effect. After the tinting has 
been finished, the whole surface of the plaque is 
coated with a suitable transparent lacquer or 
a plastic varnish which protects the surface and 
gives the whole plaque a finished appearance. 
During the molding operation a loop of thread 
is molded into the material SO as to provide a 
convenient means for supporting the plaque On 
a wall or other surface. 
When the impression is carefully taken and the 

cement is mixed in the proper proportions and 
subjected to vibration or otherwise manipulated 
So that it will sink into all of the depressions, a 
true replica of the hand or foot results. 
The plaque 8 must be removed from the clay 
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impression while the latter is still moist So as 
to assure a clear break or separation between the 
two. 

Having described the 
claimed as new is: 
A mold for forming plaques comprising, a base 

of rigid material having a relatively shallow de 
pression with a surrounding wall in its top Sur 
face, a mold member of resilient flexible material 
having one side formed to fit the entire depres 
sion in the base, the other side having a central 
depression in which is disposed a correspondingly 
shaped piece of molding clay having an impleS 
sion of an infant's hand or foot in its upper Sur 
face, the flexible mold member having an annular 
area, Surrounding the central depression and 
bounded by a wall, for the reception of a hydro 
Setting cement. 
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