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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknownthat we, TaomMas F. Burkrand

TaouMas L. VALLELY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Newecastle, in the county
of Lawrence and State of Pennsylvania, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Return-Balls, of which the {ollow-
ing is a specification. :

Qur invention relates to return-balls, and
has for its cbiect the improvement of toys of
this nature by so constructing the ball that
when in oFemtion a clicking sound is made
by the bali. '

Ths construction and operaticn of our in-
vention will be fully explained hereinafter,
and iliusirated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— : '

Figure 1 is o cross-section of our improved
return-bail; Fig. 2, & top plan view of the
ball; Fig. 8, o detail view of the clicking-
tongue, end Fig. 4 a view of a modification.

In the drawings similar reference charac-

 ters indicate corresponding parts throughout
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the several views.

Qur improved return-ball consisis of a cup-

ghaped portion A, made of rubber or any
other selected material and having a number

" of holes a therein.
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B represents & eap made of rigid material
secureé) to the edge of the cup-shaped portion
A in eny suitable manner, such as dementing.
The center of cap B is raised, as shown at C,
and is provided with a central opening ¢.

D represents a tongue of spring metal se-
cured near the edge of cap B and having its
central portion kinked or depressed, as shown
at d, so thai when its free end is swung to-
ward the cap B and released a clicking sound
is made. The free end of the tongue D is
provided with a hole &/, in which is secured
an elastic string B, which passing through
hole ¢ is adapted to be held by the operator.

Tn use the ball is thrown from the operator,
who holds the free end of the string B. When
the ball reaches the limit of the string K, its
raomentum causes the tongue D to be drawn
toward the cap B, and when the elasticity of
string E overcomes the momentum of the
ball and causes it to return to the operator
the tongue returns to its normal position,
causing o clicking sound, which adds to the
enjoyment of operating the toy.

" Ttis obvious that, if desired, a piece of wire
F or other non-abrasive material may be se-
cured to the tongue and passed through hole
¢ to be secured to string B, as shownin Fig. 4,
and we do no$, therefore, wish to be confined
to securing the string E directly to the tongue
nor to ot%er details of construction’ except
where limited thercto by the claims.

Having thus described our inveuntion, what

we claim 18—
1. In combinstion with a return-ball, o
tongue of flexible material secured thereto,

said tongue being buckled intermediate of its

+

ends and & siring secured to said tongue, the
tongue when flexed producing & noise, sub-

‘stantielly as shown and described.

2. In combination with a return-ball, a
tongue of spring metal secured to said bail
and having its central portion kinked, and a
string secured to the free end of said tongue,
substantially as shown and described.

3. A return-bsll comprising & cup, 2 rigid
cap secured to said cup, a tongue of fexible
msterial secured to the inside of said cap,
said tongue being buckled intermediats of its
ends oad o siring passed through said hole

‘and secured to the tongue of flexible mate-

rial, said tongue when flexed producing a
noise, substantially as shown and described.

4, A return-ball comprising a ¢up, a rigid
cap secured to said cup, a tongue of spring
metal secured to said cap and having its cen-
tral portion kinked, and » string secured to
the free end of said tougue, substantially as
shown and described.

5. A retun-ball comprising a cup, a rigid
cap secyred to said cup and having a hole
therein, a tongue of spring metal secured to
said cap inside of the ball and having its cen-
tral portion kinked, and an elastic string.se-
cured to the free end of the tonguo and ex-
tended through the hole in the cap, substan-
tially.as shown and described.

In testimony wherceof we hereto aflix our
signatures in the presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS I, BURKE.
THOMAS L. VALLELY.

Witnesses:
H. K. Grrgory,
W. W. STEVENSON.
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