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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To more accurately specity a leading end position
of an endoscope on a previously acquired three-dimensional image ot a sub-
ject in an endoscopic image diagnosis assistance device for specifying the
leading end position of the endoscope using the three-dimensional image.
[Solution] An endoscopic image diagnosis assistance device is provided with:
a three-dimensional image data acquisition unit (11) which acquires three-di-
mensional image data relating to a subject; a tubular tissue shape data acquis-
ition unit (12) which extracts and acquires tubular tissue shape data indicat-
ing the shape of a tubular tissue in the subject from the three-dimensional im-
age data acquired by the three-dimensional image data acquisition unit (11);
an endoscopic route data acquisition unit (13) which acquires endoscopic
route data indicating the route of an endoscope inserted in the subject; and a
matching unit (14) which performs matching between the tubular tissue shape
data and the endoscopic route data.
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It is considered that the invention described in claim 20 relates
to a method involving a step of inserting an endoscope into a human body,
and therefore relates to a method for the treatment of the human body
by surgery. Thus, the invention of this claim relates to a subject matter
which this international searching authority is not required, under the
provisions of PCT Article 35(3) prescribed in PCT Rule 43 2.1 (b) and
PCT Rule 67.1(iv), to prepare an opinion.
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