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This invention relates to hospital tables 
and the like, in which it is desired to provide 
a table top which may be easily projected 
and supported over the bed so that a patient 

5 confined to the bed may have easy, convenient 
use thereof. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

such a table in which the top may be easily 
projected over the bed without danger of 
Overbalancing the supporting frame and the 
consequent upsetting of the table. Another 
object is to provide a table having means for 
positioning the top at any desired height or at 
any desired horizontal angle relative to the 
table Supporting structure. Another object 
is to provide a table structure which will be 
light in weight, of simple construction and 
which will have the necessary strength to 
Withstand frequent moving and handling 
Such as they receive in such institutions as hospitals. Further objects and advantages 
of my invention will appear when reference 
is had to the following specification when 
considered in connection with the accompany 

25 ing drawings wherein I have illustrated a 
Selected embodiment of my invention, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation. 
Fig. 2 is an end elevation. 
Fig. 3 is a plan having certain parts broken 

away to better illustrate the construction. 
Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 is a section on the line 5-5 of Fig. 2, 

and 
Fig.6 is a section on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 
In the drawings, a stationary table top 10 

is supported by a supporting frame 11. The 
Supporting frame 11 comprises corner posts 
or legs 12, preferably of tubular construc 
tion, united by means of upper frame mem 
bers 13 which are secured thereto by means of 
soldering, as indicated at 14, or any other 
suitable means. The stationary top 10 is 
supported on the members 13 and comprises 
tubular frame members 15 and a plate 16. 
The members 15 may be secured to the sup 
porting frame members 13 by means of sol 
dering, indicated at 17, and the top plate 16 
may be secured to the frame members 15 by 

50 having its edges bent down over the sides of 
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the frame members 15 and inwardly there 
under, as indicated at 18 and 19 respectively. 
Frame members 20-20 and 21- 21 unite 

the legs at their lower ends and also serve as 
supporting members for a shelf 22 which may is 
be conveniently secured thereto by having its 
edges bent down over the frame members and 
inwardly thereunder as indicated at 23 and 24 
respectively, or any other suitable means. 
A shiftable top 25 comprises a tubular 

frame 26 made up of tubular members 27, 28, 
29 and 30 secured together at their ends by 
Soldering, as indicated at 31, or any other 
Suitable way. Intermediate members 32-32 
extend across the frame between the afore 
mentioned members 27 and 28 are secured 
thereto by suitable means such as soldering, 
and are provided for a purpose hereinafter 
Set forth. A top plate 33 having its edges 
bent downwardly over the frame members 
27, 28, 29 and 30 is secured thereto by means 
of screws 34 which pass through apertures 
in the bent down edges of the top plate and 
engage threaded apertures in the frame mem 
bers. Any other suitable means of fastening 
may be employed or the top may remain un 
secured to render it readily removable for 
cleaning or So that it may be used as a tray 
if desired. 
A sheet of cardboard, felt, or other suit 

able sound-deadening material may be inter 
posed between the top plate 33 and the Sup 
porting frame members 27, 28, 29 and 30, 
as indicated at 70, and the top plate 33 may 
have its edges somewhat raised as indicated 
at 71, to prevent any liquid which may be 
spilled thereon from running off. Stops 72 
of felt or other material may be secured to 
the under side of the shiftable top frame 
members in order to prevent actual contact 
between the shiftable top and stationary top 
thereby eliminating scratching or damaging 
of the stationary top surface. 
The shiftable top is supported on a post 

member 35 which comprises a downwardly 95 
extending leg 36 and a horizontally extending 

The horizontally extending arm 3 
is provided with a cross member 38 secured 
thereto by suitable means such as soldering as 
indicated at 39, which member 38 is fastened loo 
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2 
to the frame members 32 by means of screws 
40, as best shown in Fig. 3. The end of the 
horizontally extending arm 37 may con 
veniently be flattened as indicated at 41, and 
projected through an aperture 42 in the innel' 
wall of the frame member 28 in order to Sup 
port that edge of the shiftable top. 
The downwardly extending leg 36 which is 

of circular formation is received within a 
tube 43 and is adapted to be rotated therein. 
The said receiving tube 43 is secured to the 
supporting frame 11 within a vertically ex 
tending member 44 which may be provided 
with a reinforcing tube 45. A spring 46 
may be disposed between the lower eid 47 
of the downwardly extending leg 36 and the 
bottom 48 of the receiving tube 43. The 
spring 46 serves to normally raise the shift 
able top a slight distance to disengage a lock 
ing means which will hereinafter be de 
scribed. 
A plate 49 secured to the stationary top 10 

by means of screw's 50-50 is provided with . 
a straight edge 51. Another plate 52 Se 

5 cured to the cross members 32 of the shiftable 
top by means of screws 53-53 is provided 
With an edge 54 complementary to the edge 
51 of the plate 49. By depressing the shift 
able top against the spring 46 so that the 
edges 51 and 54 are brought into engagement, 
the shiftable top is prevented from being dis 
placed from a position overlying the station 
ary top. It is of course apparent that any 
number of positions may be provided by pro 

i Viding edges similar to the edge 51 of the 
plate 49 corresponding to the desired posi 
tion of the shiftable top. 
Means for retaining the locked position of 

the shiftable top comprises a U-shaped men 
ber 55 to which is secured a projecting screw 
member 56 which is adapted to be engaged by 
a hand wheel 57. The t-shaped member 
55 is apertured as indicated at 58-58 to re 
ceive the downwardly extending leg 36 of 

is the post Iember 35. By turning the hand 
wheel 57 the member 55 is drawn into clamp ing engagement with the leg 36 and prevents 
the same from being rotated or raised by the 
Spring 46. The clamping member 55 and 

0 screw 56 are anchored to the vertical post 44 
by reason of the screw 56 projecting through 
an aperture 59 therein. A washer 60 maybe 
provided between the member 44 and hand 
Wheel 5 to prevent excessive wear. 
An extensible leg 61 is adapted to be drawn 

Out as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1 
When the shiftable top is rotated to project 
outwardly, as also indicated in Fig. 1, to pre 
vent tipping or upsetting of the table. This 

2 extensible leg 61 is preferably of tubular con 
struction and is slidably engaged with the 
Supporting frame 11 in the following man 
ner: A pair of angle iron guides 62-62 is 
Secured to the supporting structure 11 by 
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ject through apertures 64 in the frame mem. 
bers 21-21, as best shown in Fig. 5, and 
rest on the lower wall of the said frame mem 
bers. The said angle iron guides 62 are 
spaced apart, as indicated at 65, to permit 
passage therebetween of a pair of Screw 
members 66 which members are anchored in 
the extensible leg 61. Wear plates, 67 and 
68 are provided to slide back and forth on 
the guide members as the extensible leg 61 
is drawn out or returned to its inner position. 
Suitable casters 69 may be provided in the 
legs to render the table easily moved about. 

I am aware that the construction of my in 
proved table may be varied without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention and re 
serve the right to make all such changes 
therein as fairly fall within the scope of the 
following claims which should be construed 
as broadly as possible consistent with the 
state of the art. 

i claim as my invention: 
1. In an article of the class described, a 

stationary table top, a supporting frame for 
said top, a horizontally shiftable table top 
and a supporting post therefor, locking 
means for retaining said shiftable top in 
overlying position of horizontal adjustment 
relative to said stationary top, means nor 
mally tending to disengage said lockin 
means and means for maintaining said shift 
able top locked in said overlying position of 
adjustment. 

2. In an article of the class described, a 
stationary table top, a supporting frame for 
said top, a horizontally shiftable table top 
and a supporting post therefor, locking 
means for retaining said shiftable top in 
overlying relation to said stationary top, 
Ineans for maintaining the locked position, 
and means for disengaging the locking en 
gagement comprising a spring adapted to 
raise said shiftable top to disengage the re 
spective locking elements. - 

3. In an article of the class 

said top, a shiftable table top and a support 
ing post therefor, means integral with said 
supporting frame for receiving said post and 
means for retaining said shiftable top at any 
desired position and elevation comprising a 
member anchored to said supporting frame 
having an aperture therein to receive said 
post and means for clamping said member 
tightly against said post. 
4. In a table of the class described, a sta 

tionary top and a shiftable top, said shiftable 
top comprising a tubular frame and a top 
plate supported thereby, a supporting frame 

described, 2. 
stationary table top, a supporting frame for 
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for said stationary top and a supporting post 1:. 
for said shiftable top, said post comprising 
a downwardly extending leg of circular cross 
section and an integral horizontally extend 
ing arm secured to said shiftable top frame 

means of projecting ears 63-63 which pro- and having its end flattened and inserted i ; 
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through an aperture in a portion of said 
tubular frame to support the outer edge of 
said shiftable top. 

5. In a hospital table, the combination of 
a Supporting frame, a table top secured to 
said frame in fixed position thereon, a sec 
Ond table top of sheet metal having a periph 
eral flange depending therefrom, thereby 
forming, in effect, a recess on the under side 
of said second top, means for mounting said 
Second top on said main frame so as to per 
mit horizontal shifting thereof relative to the 
fixed top, said mounting means being con 
nected to said shiftable top within the pe 
riphery thereof and substantially within the 
recess thereof, and thereby practically con 
cealed when the shiftable top is disposed 
over said fixed top. 

6. In a hospital table, the combination of a 
Supporting frame, a table top secured to said 
frame in fixed position thereon, a second 
table top having a recessed bottom portion, 
means for mounting said second top on said 
main frame so as to permit vertical adjust 
ment and horizontal shifting thereof relative 
to the fixed top, said mounting means includ 
ing a post vertically slidably mounted on said 
main frame, and connected to said shift 
able top in said recess so that the connection 
is practically concealed in the recess, said 
post being disposed within the periphery 
of said shiftable top so that the post is also 
practically concealed when the shiftable top 
is disposed in position overlying said fixed 
top. 

7. In a table of the class described, the 
combination of a supporting frame, a sta 
tionary top and a shiftable top supported by 
said frame, said shiftable top being normally 
disposed over said stationary top and being 
formed of sheet metal having a depending 
peripheral flange, thereby forming, in effect, 
a recess on the under side of said shiftable 
top, means for mounting said shiftable top 
on said main frame including a downwardly 
extending leg rotatably mounted in a part of 
said frame and a horizontally extending arm 
located substantially within said shiftable 
top recess, thereby permitting the lower edge 
of the depending flanges of said shiftable top 
to be disposed closely adjacent the top sur 
face of said stationary top when said shift 
able top is disposed in overlying position rel 
ative to said stationary top. 

8. In a table structure of the class de 
scribed, the combination of a main table top, 
a supporting frame for said top, an auxiliary 
table top, normally disposed over said main 
top, means for mounting said auxiliary top 
on said frame so as to permit the same to 
be shifted in a horizontal plane to offset, op 
erative position with respect to said main 
top and frame and also adjusted vertically, 
and means for locking said auxiliary top in 
said normal overlying position when in its 

3 

lowermost position of vertical adjustment, 
said means comprising a member attached to 
said auxiliary top and a member attached to 
said stationary top, said members having 
complementary portions adapted to be en 
gaged to prevent horizontal shifting of said 
auxiliary top when the latter is in its said 
lowermost overlying position. 

9. In a hospital table, the combination of 
a supporting frame, a pair of table tops 
mounted on said frame and normally dis 
posed in relatively superposed, vertically 
spaced relation to each other, one of said tops 
being fixedly mounted on said frame, means 
for adjustably mounting the other top com 
prising a post rotatably mounted on one side 
on said supporting frame and adjacent an 
edge portion of said fixedly mounted top, said 
other top being secured to said post and there 
by supported so as to be shiftable, in a hori 
Zontal plane about the axis of said post, from 
said normal position to offset position sub 
stantially outside the area of said fixedly 
mounted top. 

10. In a hospital table, the combination of 
a supporting frame, a main table top mount 
ed on said frame, an auxiliary table top nor 
mally overlying said main top, means for 
pivotally mounting said auxiliary top on a 
vertical axis on said frame adjacent the edge 
of said main top, whereby said auxiliary top 
is shiftable, in a horizontal plane, to an offset 
position substantially outside of the area of 
said main top. 

11. In a hospital table, the combination of 
a supporting frame, a main table top secured 
to said frame in fixed position thereon, an 
auxiliary table top having a depending pe 
ripheral flange, means for mounting said 
auxiliary top on said frame for vertical and 
horizontal adjustment relative to said main 
top, said mounting means including a post 
vertically slidably mounted on said main 
frame and adjacent the periphery of said 
main top, said post having a horizontally pro 
jecting portion extending through said pe 
ripheral flange and secured to said auxiliary 
top within the confines of said peripheral flange. 
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