April 21, 1925. 1,534,522
' L. B. HALLIDAY

GAME APPARATUS

Filed Nov. 11, 1924 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

- L_/\E :]H’Uu"l oz
] .
B N *R -9 L.Btalliday

I“g'\ sy Uit et sthuan

Elttornm ety



April 21, 1925. 1,534,522

L. B. HALLIDAY
GAME APPARATUS

Filed Nov. 11, 1924 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 -

::J nventor

L.B.Halliclea 24

Py WW%M

ﬂﬂo:nuq



Patented Apr. 21, 1925.‘

~ UNITED STATES

1,534,522

PATENT OFFICE.

LOUIS B. HALLIDAY, OF CINCINNATI, OHIO.,

GAME APPARATUS.

- Applieation filed November 11, 1924, Serial No. 749,252,

T'o oll whom it may concern: :
Be it known that I, Louts B. Harumay,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Cincinnati, in" the county of Hamilton snd
§ State of Ohio, have invented certain new
~ and useful Improvements in Game Appara-
. tus, of which the following is & specification,

reference being had to the accompanying

drawings. . L
10 This invention relates to certain improve-

ments in game apparatus and has relation

more particularly to a device of this general
character wherein surface projectiles are

employed, and it is an object of the inven-

18 tion to provide a novel and improved ap-
paratus of this kind wherein a certain degree
of skill is required in playing the same yet

at the same time affording amusement to

_ the players. , o
0 Another object of the invention is to pro-
 vide a novel and improved device of this

general character comprising a plurality of

indicators of different valuations_each of
~ which being normally maintained: in one

8 position by a trip mechanism adapted to be

released by the impact of the surface projec-
‘tile to permit the indicator to assume a sec-

ond or scoring position. _ :
The invention consists in the details of
30 construction and in the combination and
arrangement of the several parts of my im-

roved game apparatus whereby certain im-
b g Y A

portant advantages are attained and the de-

. vice rendered simpler, less .expensive and
'35 otherwise more convenient and advantage-
ous for use, as will be hereinafter more fully
set forth, - : :
The novel features of my invention will
hereinafter be definitely claimed. ’

40 In order that my invention may be better

- understood, I will now proceed to describe -

. the same with reference to
ing drawings, wherein:— .
Figure 1 is a view in perspective illus-

45 trating a game apparatus constructed in ac-
*  cordance with an' embodiment of my inven-
tions” . , . ‘
Figure 2 is a fragmentary vertical sec-
tional view taken through the rear end por-

the accompany-

80 tion of the apparatus; ,
Figure 3 is a view somewhat similar to
Figure 2 but showing the indicator in its
raised or scoring position; = -
Figure 4 is a fragmentary sectional view

‘sure requisite clearance:

‘taken substantially on the line 4—4 of Fig-

ure 2; K , : .
Figure 5 is a fragmentary view in top.
plan of the board proper, the indicating or
scoring mechanism being omitted.
_As disclosed in the -accompanying draw-

ings, 1 denotes a board of requisite. dimen- -

sions having its upper surface flat and un-
obstructed except along a longitudinal mar-
ginal portion of which is provided a groove
2 affording a return funway for the pro-

jectiles. The side marginal portions of the -
board 1 are provided with the side walls 8 .

extending thereabove and also extending
beyond the opposite ends of the board. * The
extremities of the side boards 2 are connect-
ed by the end walls 4 and 5. “The space be-
tween the front end wall and- the adjacent’
end of the board 1 js bridged by a plate 6

-which underlies said wall 4 and board 1 to

provide a pocket. 7 to contain the projectiles
8 to be played. ‘The space betwéen the end

-wall 5.and the adjacent or rear end of the

board 1 is also connected by the plate 9
underlying the same to prov’ig a pocket 10
to receive the projectiles 8 after being
played. '

The rear end portion of the board 1 has its

central portion cut .out, as at 11, said cut

~out portion extending a material distance

across the board 1 and providing a pocket
10 of increased size and ;)artic_ﬂlarly to as-

- for the projectiles
as will hereinafter be more particularly re-
ferred to. '

. Resting upon the reér portion of the board

- 1°as an upstanding housing H positioned

above the cut out portion 11 .and having its

~ bottom open with its rear wall 12 terminat-
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ing at a desired point above the side walls -

3, The lower marginal %)rtion of the front
wall 14 of the housing H is provided with
a series of equally spaced and -upstanding
recesses 15 providing entrance openings for
the projectiles'8, :

The end walls 16 of the housing T sup-
port and have interposed therebetween a

pair of vertically spaced parallel channel

members or beams 17 through which are
slidably - disposed the vertically = directed
stems 18, said stems being also. slidably dis-
posed through the top wall 19 of the housing
H. The stems 18 are of a number equal to
the number of entrance openings 15 and each
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- face of the board 1-at

point above its lower end is
. forward marginal

=

of said openings 15 has a stem 18 positioned
directly therebehind. Each of the rods 18
is constantly urged-upwardly by a coil spring
90 surrounding the same and interposed be-
tween the upper member or beam 17 and a
stop 21 carried by the rod 18. The stop 21
as herein disclosed comprises a washer sur-
rounding the stem 18 and abutting a pin
929 disposed tranversely through the stem 8,
said pin 22 is adapted to have contact with
the top wall 19 of the housing H to limit the
upward movement of the rod 18 under the
influence of the spring 20. = -

Fach of the rods 18 at a predetermined
provided in its
portion with a notch 23
94 with which is adapted
to be engaged 2 swinging latch 25 whereby
the rod 18 is held in its lowered position
and against the tension of the spring 20.
The latch 25 as herein disclosed is pivotally
mounted upon a rod 26 supported by and
bridging the space between the end walls 16
whereby the latch has its requisite swinging
movement in a vertical direction. The latch

fo provide a cafch

95 above its pivot is provided with an up-

wardly extending arm 97 terminating in a
hook 28 with which is engaged one end por-
tion of a retractile spring 29 the opposite
end portion of which being anchored, as at
30, to the top wall 19 of the housing H.
This spring 29 operates to constantly urge the
latch 25 toward the. rod 18 so that upon
proper depression of the rod 18 the latch

95 will automatically engage the catch 24

and hold the rod 18 depressed.

The pivoted portion of the latch 25 is
also provided with a depending arm 31 posi-
tioned directly behind an opening 15 and
which is adapted to be struck by a projectile
entering the housing through such opening
15 and if the impact against the arm 31
is of sufficient force the latch 25 will be dis-
engaged from the catch 24 to permit the rod
18 to be moved to its uppermost position.

‘The upper-and exterior .end portion of
each of the rods 18, as herein disciosed, is
provided with a spherical head 32 the front
and rear face portions of which being pro-
vided with value indications 33. When the
rod 18 is depressed, the head 32 is substan-
tially concealed behind an upstanding plate
34 substantially defining the forward mar-
gina] portion of the top wall 19 of the hous-

ing H and when said rod 18 is in its second-
. or uppermost position,

said head is posi-
tioned above said plate 34 whereby the valu-
ation 33 carried thereby may be readily ob-
served by the player. _

‘Disposed transversely across the top sur-
a desired distance
inwardly of the forward end thereof is a
line 35.  Secured to a side wall 16 of the
housing H by a bracket 36 or the like is the
upper end portion of & downwardly and for-

projectiles rolling down such

1,684,693

wardly inclined chute 37 leading to the re-
turn groove 2 hereinbefore referred to.

My improved game may be played by any
number of persons and I find that the inter-
est in the game is materially increased by
first employing a spinner or its equivalent to
be consequently employed by the players so
that the player obtaining the lowest num-
ber or valuation will be designated as the
game keeper and whose duties will be to re-
turn the various projectiles after played by
the other persons, to keep the score,
otherwise supervise the game. -

The game also preferably employs ten
projectiles preferably marbles or kindred
spherical bodies and these marbles or the
like are projected by a player toward the
housing I with an endeavor to cause each
of said projectiles to pass through an open-
ing 15 with sufficient speed to strike an arm
31 with sufficient force to release a rod 18
<o that he can have the benefit on his score
of the valuation 33 designated on the head
39 carried by said rod. In the event a mar-
ble or projectile should fail to pass through
an opening 15 and should rebound forwardly
of the line 33, the player can again employ
such projectile but if 1t should stop inwardly
of the line 35 such projectile is out of play
and will be picked up by the game keeper.
‘After the ten projectiles 8 have been em-
ployed by a player his score is equal to the
aggregate valuations of the released rods
18 and, of course, the player obtaining the
highest score is declared the winner. As
each person finishes his play the game keeper
returns the projectiles to the forward end
portion or pocket 10 of the apparatus by
placing such projectiles in the chute 37 said
_ chute and tra-
versing the return groove 2.

The cut out portion 11 at the rear end por-
tion of the board permits a projectile 8 to
readily pass an arm 31 in the event the pro-
jectile should strike said arm with a force
insufficient to release the latch 25. It is also
preferable that the cut out portion 11 be of a
depth sufficient to permit the projectile to
readily pass below the lower end of such

‘arm.

Tt is also to be noted that all of the latches
95 are pivotally supported upon a common
rod 26 and said latches are maintained in

desired spaced relation by the spacing

sleeves 36.
From the foregoing description it 1s
thought to be obvious that a game apparatus

constructed in’ accordance with my invention °

is particularly well adapted for use by rea-
son of the convenience and facility with
which it may be assembled and operated,
and it will also be obvious that my inven-
tion is susceptible of some change and modi-
fication without departing from the princi-

ples and spirit thereof and for this reason

and-
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I do not wish to be understood as limiting
myself to the precise arrangement and for-
mation of the several parts herein shown in
carrying out my invention in practice excent
as hereinafter claimed.

I claim:— .

1. A game apparatus of the class de-
scribed comprising a board adapted to be
traversed by a projectile, a housing at one
end of the board having a forward wall pro-
vided with openings, movable indicating
members supported by the housing, each of
said members being positioned inwardly of
an opening, means for normally urging each
of said members in one direction, and a latch
mechanism for each of the members for
holding the same when moved in the Oppo-
site direction, said latch mechanism being
adapted to be released by the impact of a
projectile entering the housing, said end
portion of the board being provided with a
pocket extending inwardly of the housing
below each of the latch mechanisms.

2. A game apparatus of the class de-

5 scribed comprising a board adapted to be

traversed by a projectile, a housing mounted
upon one end portion of the board and hav-

ing a front wall provided with openings

through each of which a projectile is adapt-

ed to enter the housing, vertically movable

rods supported by the housing and extend-

~ ing therein, said rods being provided with

40

value indicating means, each of said rods

being previded with a catch, a latch for each

of the rods and engaging the catch of the
rod when the rod is in one position, means
for moving said rod to a second position
when the latch is released, said latch being
provided with an arm operating upon req-
uisite impact by a projectile to disengage
the latch from its catch. -

3. A game apparatus of the class de-

scribed comprising a board adapted to be -

traversed by a projectile, a housing mounted
upon one end portion of the board and hav-

ing a front wall provided with openings

through each of which a projectile is adapt-
ed to enter the housing, vertically movable
rods supported by the housing and extend-
Ing therein, said rods being provided with
value indicating means, each of said rods
being provided with a catch, a latch for
each of the rods and engaging the catch

‘of the rod when the rod is in one position,

means for moving said rod to a second posi-
tion when the latch is reléased, said latch
being provided with an arm operating upon
requisite impact by -a projectile to disen-
gage the latch from its catch, said latch be-
ing provided with a second outstanding arm,
and a spring engaged with said second arm
and a wall of the housing for constantly
urging the latch toward its rod. :

4. A game apparatus of the class de-
scribed comprising a board adapted to be
traversed by a projectile, a housing mounted

50
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60

upon one end portion of the board and hav-- _

ing a front wall provided with openings
through each of which a projectile is adapt-
ed to enter the housing, vertically movable
rods supported by the housing and extend-
ing therein, said rods being provided with
value indicating means, each of said rods
being provided with a catch, a latch for
each of the rods and engaging the catch of
the rod when the rod is in one position,
means for moving said rod to a second posi-
tion when the latch is released, said Tatch
being provided with an arm operating upon
requisite impact by a projectile to disen-
gage the latch from its cateh, said rods ex-
tending exteriorly of the housing, the value
indicating means being carried by said ex-

“tended portions, and means for substantial-

Iv concealing said value indicating means
when the rods are held by the latches.

In testimony whereof T hereunto - affix
my signature.

LOUIS B. HALLIDAY.
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