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- device in the form of a last adapted to fit a;
shoe or boot qnd having a plw ality of open-
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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, Joux A. Scauiz, a

¢itizen of the United Q‘tﬂtes ‘and resident of.

Balmmore, in the county of Baltimore and

‘State of Maryland, have invented new and

useful Improvements in Shoe-Stretchers, of
which the following is a specification.

ThlS invention: 1e1thes to an 1mprovement'

in shoe stretchers.
The ob]ect of the invention is to promde a

ings or holes in the upper surface thercof
in Wh1d1 a._button. or. buttons may ‘be in-
serted ; and having means movably mounted
within the device. for forcing the buttons
outwardly for the purpose of forming 4
pocket in the shoe or boot at the place where
the shoe or boot is to be eased or stretched. -
The invention consists. of certain novel

_ features of construction and combination of

parts which will be hereinafter described
and set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings:

Figure 1, is a top plan view of the i inven-
tion;

Flo' 2,is a londltudmal vertical sectional
view and

I‘1g 8, is a transverse vertlcal sectional
view on the line 3--3,.0f Fig. 2.

The last 1, consists of a hollow metallic
body which i is adapted to be constructed to
fit a shoe or boot of a desired last. For in-

~stance, the last might be constructed to fit

all shoes or boots of the size known ag “¢”
last.

The upper surface of the last is provided
with a plurality of holes 2, which are located
about the entire body or upper surface of the
last so that the shoe may be stretched at any
point.

Mounted upon the base or bottom 3, of the
last is an inclined platform 4. Ths plat-
form slopes from the toe toward the heel or
rear end of the last.

Mounted within the last and adapted to
slide upon the inclined platform 4 is a wedge

. membel 5 which ig construeted of metal ‘md
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is hollow. The wedge member is' much
smaller than the last and is made to con-

form to the shape of the last and especially-

is this true of the upper surface 6 of the

member 5, which is convex and tapers to the
forward end thereof. The base of the wedge

member 5 is provided with an elongated slog
7 through which project 11ps 8 fastened to
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the platform 4. These hps are a,dmted to
be’ bent downwndlv and overlap-or lie upon
the ‘inner surface of the bhottom or base of:
the’ Wedoe member, theieby forming guides

for the Wedoe member as it is moved lenO'th~
wise of the last. ‘

A shaft 9-is screw- thleqd d asat 10 at its
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forward end and has screw-threaded: engage- -

ment with-the rear-end 11 of the Iast 1. The
upper or forward end of the shaft is re-
duced -and received in slot or opening 12 in
the rear end of the wédge 5

nection with the wedge member 5 so that. as

5, and has its ex-
treme outer end upset to form g, Dos1f1ve Con:- .
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the shaft is rotated the wedge. member will

be caused to be moved lentrthwme of the
last 1.

When the shoe is to be stretched for the
purpose of easing the shoe at some particular
point where it binds the foot of the wearer,

5

as on & corn or bunion, a button 13 havmﬂ ‘

a shank 14 is employed

The shank 14 is inserted in one of the -

openings 2 so that it will be positioned to
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stretch the shoe at the place desired. - Then -

the wedge member 5 is caused to be moved
lenothw1se of the last or toward the toe
portlon thereof and as the wedge is caused
to travel forward the shank 14 of the but-
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ton 13 will be engaged by the upper sur-

face 6 of the Wed(ve member ‘5, forcing the
button outWarle against the shoe. The

wedge member 5 is moved until the button

has been forced outwardly sufficiently ffzr
to produce the desired stretching or easing
of the: shoe or boot when the last will be
allowed to remain in the shoe for a certain
period until the desired stretching of the
shoe has been obtained. After the shoe has
been stretched the shaft 9 is again rotated
but In an opposite direction for the pur-
pose of retracting the wedge member 5 and
allowing the button to again rest upon the
upper surface of the Jast 1 so that the last
and button may be removed from the shoe.

From the foregoing it will he seen that
by employing more than one button the
shoe may be stretched at several places and
that it is possible to stretch the shoe at va-

rious points throuchout the length of the.

last” by merely placing the button in an
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opening and causing the wedge member to .

be moved into enwfwemen‘c with the shank.

of the button to cause the button to he
moved outwardly and into engagement with
the shoe,
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Having described my invention what T

claim as new and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, is:

1. A shoe stretcher cons1st1no of a hol—
low last having holes formed in the body
thereof for the receptlon of a button shank

a wedge member movably mounted within -

the last and having a tapered convex upper
surface conf01m1n5> to the contour of the
outer surface of the last whereby. the but:
ton shank may be engaged wherever located
on the body of the last and means for mov-
ing the wedge member lengthwise of the
last.

2. A shoe stretcher consisting of a hol—
low last having holes formed in the body

thereof for the receptlon of a button shank,

- a, wedge member movably mounted within
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- wedge member lenathwme of the hst and

the last and having a tapered convex upper
surface oonformlnrr to the contour of the
outer surface of the last whereby the button
shank may be engaged wherever located on
the body of the hst means for moving the

1,387,616

means for causing the wedge member to be

fed toward the upper surface of the last.
3. A shoe-stretcher-comprising a last hav-
ing holes formed in the upper surface there-
of for the reception of a button shank, an
inclined support formed ‘in the last, a wedge
member Teceived in the last and having an
inclined lower surface engaging the inclined
support, said ‘wedge member mapted to be

moved lenothWNe of the support, and means

for o emtmo the wedge member.

4. A shoe stretcher comprising a last hav-
ing holes. formed in the upper surface there-
of for the reception of a button shank, a
wedge member slidably mounted in the last,
an 1nchned support formed in the last for
causing the wedge member to be moved to-
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ward the upper surface of the last to en-:-

gage the button shank, means -on the in-

clined support for guiding the . wedge mems-

ber in its movement, and means for operat-

1no the wedge member
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