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57 ABSTRACT 

An adjustable shelf divider for shelving that includes a 
downwardly extending leg portion and return flange 
that wraps around the forward edge of a shelf and a 
downwardly extending leg portion and an offset irreg 
ularity thereon that engages over and pushes against 
the rearward edge of a shelf whereby the shelf divider 
is held firmly on a shelf. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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SHELF DIVIDER 

This invention relates to a shelf divider of the type 
which is disposed upon a shelf and includes an upstand 
ing wall for dividing the length of the shelf and/or for 
maintaining books or the like upright on the shelf. The 
prior art includes a shelf divider that is not permanently 
secured to the shelf, that is, a shelf divider which can 
be disposed onto and removed from the shelf and can 
be slid along the surface of the shelf for adjusting its po 
sition along the shelf. Such a prior art shelf divider is 
shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings. This prior art shelf di 
vider includes a generally horizontal base portion and 
a divider portion extending upwardly from the base 
portion. The base portion is held on the shelf by a 
downwardly extending leg portion and a return flange 
which wraps around the leading or forward edge of the 
shelf and a straight leg portion which extends down 
wardly over the rear edge of the shelf. Holes are pro 
vided in the front leg portion to receive a leaf-type 
compression spring which is disposed between the front 
edge of the shelf and the leg portion to hold the divider 
on the shelf by urging the rear leg portion against the 
rear edge of the shelf, thereby causing the rear leg to 
frictionally engage the shelf. 
The frictional engagement with the shelf is provided 

to prevent the divider from tipping or otherwise disen 
gaging the shelf when articles on the shelf are leaned 
against the divider. Also, the frictional engagement 
maintains the position of the divider along a shelf but 
allows the divider to be slid along the shelf in response 
to a predetermined force. 
The compression spring is integral with and extends 

from a plate as it is stamped from the center of a plate 
and has one end attached to the plate with the free end 
inserted through one of the holes in the forward leg 
portion. Another stamped-out portion integral with the 
plate extends through a second hole in the leg portion 
and co-acts with the spring to hold the plate securely 
on the leg portion. The separate plate is also formed 
into a label holder by bending the upper and lower 
edges to form a slot to hold a suitable label for identify 
ing the items disposed on the shelf. 
The disadvantage with this type of divider is that a 

separate spring element must be fabricated and assem 
bled onto the base of the divider to provide a means to 
frictionally hold the shelf divider on the shelf. 

It is therefore an object and feature of the instant in 
vention to provide a divider for shelving that includes 
an upright divider and a base portion that has integral 
shelf engaging means at the front end of the base means 
for disposition around the front edge of a shelf and sec 
ond integral shelf engaging means at the rear of said 
base means for urging the first shelf engaging means 
against the front edge of a shelf for holding the divider 
firmly on the shelf, thereby enabling the shelf divider 
to be of an integral one-piece construction, eliminating 
the need for extra spring elements and assembly opera 
to. 

It is another object and feature of the instant inven 
tion to provide a shelf divider that will easily snap onto 
or off of a shelf and one that is capable of sliding with 
the application of manual force for adjustment pur 
poses while at the same time gripping the shelf to pre 
vent unwanted movement along the shelf surface. 

It is a further object and feature of the instant inven 
tion to provide label holding means on a portion of the 
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2 
shelf divider and that the label holding means be an in 
tegral part of the shelf divider. 

It is a further object and feature of the instant inven 
tion to provide a divider for shelving wherein the con 
struction of the divider eliminates the need for grooves 
and holes disposed on the upper surface of the shelf 
therefore allowing a smooth supporting surface. 
Other objects and advantages of the instant invention 

will be readily appreciated as the same becomes better 
understood by reference to the following detailed de 
scription when considered in connection with the ac 
companying drawings wherein 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the prior art; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a preferred embodi 

ment of the instant invention mounted on a shelf; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken generally along line 

3-3 for FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a preferred embodi 

ment of the instant invention. 
Referring now to the drawings wherein like numerals 

indicate like or corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, a shelf divider constructed in accordance 
with the instant invention is generally shown at 10. 
The shelf divider 10 includes a base means 12 and a 

divider means 14. The base means 12 defines a front 
end 16 and a rear end 18. 
A first shelf engaging means generally indicated at 20 

is integrally connected to the front end 16 of base 
means 12. The first shelf engaging means 20 includes 
a downwardly extending leg portion 22 and a return 
flange 24 extending laterally from the leg portion 22. 
The downwardly extending leg portion 22 and flange 
24 coact with base means 12 to wrap around the front 
edge 26 of a shelf 28 to limit movement of a front 16 
of the base means 12 transversely of the shelf 28. 
The first shelf engaging means 20 includes a plurality 

of hooked portions 30 disposed on the outward face of 
leg portion 22 arranged in two opposing rows to define 
a slot whereby an identification label may be disposed 
and held between said hooked portions. The hooked 
portions 30 are formed by stamping pieces of the leg 
portion 22 outwardly, therefore providing receiving 
means for a label which is integral with the shelf divider 
10. 
The base means 12 includes second shelf engaging 

means generally indicated at 32 integrally connected at 
the rear of the base means 12 for urging the first shelf 
engaging means 20 against the front edge 26 of the 
shelf 28 and for holding the rear 18 of said base means 
12 firmly on the rear edge of the shelf 28. The second 
shelf engaging means 32 includes a downwardly ex 
tending leg portion and detent means in the form of an 
irregularity 38 offset therefrom. The irregularity 38 as 
shown in the drawings, is generally V-shaped. The ir 
regularity 38 may take on any form such as a U-shaped 
bead or any other convenient shape that will hold the 
rear 18 of the base means 12 firmly on the rear edge 34 
of the shelf 28 and provide a controlled compression 
whereby the divider is manually slidable along the 
length of the shelf. 
The invention has been described in an illustrative 

manner and it is to be understood that the terminology 
which has been used is intended to be in the nature of 
words of description rather than limitation. 
Obviously, many modifications and variations of the 

present invention are possible in light of the above 
teachings. It is, therefore, to be understood that within 
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the scope of the invented claims the invention may be 
practiced otherwise than as specifically described. 
The embodiments of the instant invention in which 

an exclusive property or privilege is claimed are de 
fined as follows: 

1. A shelf divider comprising: a base portion for over 
lying the upper surface of a shelf, said base portion hav 
ing front and rear ends; a divider portion projecting 
transversely from said base portion and extending be 
tween the front and rear ends of said base portion; a 
first shelf engaging portion projecting from said front 

O 

end of said base portion in the opposite direction from 
said divider portion, said first shelf engaging portion in 
cluding a first leg portion depending from said front 
end for overlying the front edge of a shelf and a return 5 
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4 
flange on the free end of said first leg portion for pro 
jecting beneath the front edge of such shelf, a plurality 
of hooked portions struck integrally from said leg por 
tion and arranged in vertical opposed relationship to 
define a slot for receiving a label; second shelf engaging 
means projecting from said rear end in the opposite di 
rection from said divider portion, said second shelf en 
gaging means including a second leg portion for overly 
ing the rear edge of the shelf, and integral detent means 
on the free end of said second leg portion for resiliently 
projecting beneath the rear edge of the shelf. 

2. A divider as claimed in claim 1 wherein said detent 
means comprises a V-shaped indentation formed inte 
grally on the free end of said second leg portion. 
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