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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Asramam Siseowson,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
dent of the city of New York, West New
Brighton, borough of Richmond, in the
county of Richmond and State of New York,
have mvented a new and [mproved Paper
Decoration, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in paper decorations or paper fes-
toons, and the object of the invention is to
provide a collapsible paper festoon formed
of a plurality of layers of tissue paper or
similar material, so cut and pasted as to be
readily expanded for use as a decoration or
garland.

The invention consists in certain features
of construction and combinations of parts all
of which will be fully set forth hereinafter
and particularly peinted out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming & part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
figures, and in which—

Figure 1 is a view of the entire festoon
vertically suspended and viewed from one
corner of the substantially rectangular lay-
ers of tissue paper going to make up the
same; Fig. 2 is a plan view of a layer show-
ing one form théreof and the paste applied
at different points upon the upper and lower
surfaces thereof; and Fig. 3 1s a transverse
section through a plurality of layers of the
festoon in the coliapsed position, showing
the paper and paste of greatly magnified
thickness, said section being taken in a plane
the position of which is indicated by the line
3—3 of Fig. 2.

In the construction of my improved fes-
toon, I provide a plurality of separate layers
of tissue paper of any suitable shape or size
and pasted together at certain points, so that
the entire structure may be collapsed or ex-
tended. For preserving the festoon and
causing it to retain its shape, I preferably
provide cardboard disks forming an upper
and a lower base, and connect said bases to-
gether by a string extending through the
center of the festoon and serving to prevent
the extension past a predetermined limit.
The particular shape of the layers comprises
no essential portion of my inventien, as the
mvention resides chiefly in the location of
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the points at which the successive layers are
pasted together and in the cutting of the
several layers intermediate the adjacent
pasted pomts. In Fig. 2, T have shown
one of the layers of the completed festoon,
although it is evident that the layers may be
of any form or shape desired during the
pasting of the parts together, and all of the
layers may be cut to the degired form simul-
taneously by the aid of a die after the past-
ing is completed.

As illustrated, the layer 10 is substantially
rectangular in form, and the outer edge may
be notched, curved or serrated to any de-
sired shape. Kach alternate layer is pasted
to the next successive layer at a plurality
of points, illustrated in Fig. 2 as four in
number, the paste being applied to points
107, 10°% 10° and 102 Xach of the layers is
pasted to the next successive layer at a
plurality of points corresponding in num-
ber to the paste points above referred to,
and each located closely adjacent a corre-
sponding paste point upon the opposite side
of the paper. The layer 10 is pasted to the
layer below the same at points 112, 11», 11°

- and 114, shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2.

Thus, in building up the series there will
be formed a plurality of pairs of pasted
points arranged in series, and there will also
be formed a plurality of these series.

In Iig. 3 there is shown a plurality of
layers 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14, and from an
inspection of this figure, it will be seen that
layer 9 is pasted to the top pasteboard base
8 at a point 9°; 9 is pasted to 10 at a point
10¢; 10 is pasted to 11 at a point 11¢, and
the remaining layers pasted at points 12t
13°, 14¢ and 15° respectively. It will also be
noted that the paste points 9°, 11°, 13¢, and
15° are directly in line, and that the paste
points 10°, 12° and 14¢ are directly in line,
and that the two lines are substantially
parallel and spaced a short distance apart.
When the entire series of layers has been
pasted together in the manner indicated, the
top and bottom disks 8 and 15 together with
all of the intermediate layers are stamped
or cut to the desired shape by the use of a
suitable die, which die forms a plurality of
slits 10°, 107, 10¢ and 10, extending inward
from the outer edge of the layers and lo-
cated intermediate the several pairs of paste
points. To prevent the tearing of the paper
the several slits may, if desired, terminate
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in enlarged openings 10f, 10i, 10% and 10.
There is also stamped, at the same time, a
centrally disposed opening 10™ for the pas-
sage of the string or cord 16, which extends
throngh both of the bases and the entire
series of layers. This string is preferably
secured to one of the bases, as, for instance,
the base 8, and is provided with a ring or
other suitable means 17 for preventing its
withdrawal through the opening in the lower
disk 15.

With the entire series pasted and
above described, it may be stretched out to
forin the festoon illustrated in Ifig. 1, a very
artistic effect being produced, due to the
fact that each layer 1s pasted to the layer
above upon the opposite side of the succes-
sive slits from the points at which it is
pasted to the layer below.

It will be noted that the several slits
and the openings at the inner ends thereof,
serve to sub-divide each layer into a central
portion and a plurality of outwardly ex-
tending wing portions. When the device is
extended, the central portions retain a sub-
stantially horizontal position and serve to
form a series of platforms, while the wing
portions tend to assume more nearly a ver-
tical dirvection; the series of wing portions
at each corner tending to form four ridges
when the festoon is extended to the maxi-
mum distance. This turning of the wing
portions to a position at right angles to the
central position is due to the fact that each
wing portion is pasted to the corresponding
wing portion of the layer above at one edge
thereof and to the corresponding wing por-
tion of the layer below at the opposite edge
thereof.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

1. A paper decoration, consisting of a plu-
rality of layers of tissue paper or the like,
pasted together, each alternate layer being
pasted to the next successive layer at a plu-
rality of points and pasted to the last pre-
ceding layer at a corresponding number of
points, each of the last mentioned points be-
ing spaced from one of the fivst mentioned
points, and all of said layers being provided
with a plurality of slits, each of said slits
serving to separate the points at which each
layer 1s pasted to the one above and the one
below.

2. A paper decoration, consisting of a plu-
rality of layers of tissue paper of the like
having symmetrically disposed racdial slits
forming symmetrical wing portions, the wing
portions of each layer being pasted to the cor-
responding wing portions of the layer above
at one edge thereof and to the corresponding
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wing portions of the layer below at the op-
posite edge thereof.

3. A paper decoration, consisting of a plu-
rality of layers of tissue paper or the like
having symmetrically disposed radial slits
forming symmetrical wing portions, the
wing portions of each layer being pasted to
the corresponding wing portions of the
layer above at one edge thereof and to- the
corresponding wing portions of the layer be-
lIow at the opposite edge thereof, the points
at which the paste is applied to the succes-
sive layers being closely adjacent and upon
opposite sides of said slits.

4. A paper decoration, consisting of a plu-
rality of layers of tissue paper or the like
having radially disposed slits and enlarged
openings at the inner ends of said slits, form-
ing a central portion and radial wing por-
tions, each wing portion having paste ap-
plied thereto upon the opposite sides thereof,
the paste upon one side being adjsacent one
of the slits and the paste upon the opposite
side being adjacent the other of the slits.

5. A paper decoration, consisting of a plu-
rality of layers of tissue paper or the like
having slits extending inward from the edge
thereot and forming a central portion and
separate wing portions, each wing portion
being secured to the corresponding wing por-
tions of the layer above and the layer below,
said securing means being applied between
the wings of two successive layers adjacent
one edge of each wing portion and between
the wings of the next succeeding layers ad-
jaceut the opposite edges thereof.

6. A paper decoration, consisting of a plu-
ality of layers of tissue paper or the like
having slits extending inward from the edge
thereof and forming a central portion and
separate wing portions, each wing portion
being secured to the corresponding wing
portions of the layer above and the layer
below, said securing means being applied
between the wings of two successive layers
adjacent one edge of each wing portion and
between the wings of the next succeeding
layers adjacent the opposite edges thereof,
whereby the two portions tend to assunie
positions in planes parallel to the general
divection of the decoration, and the central
portion of each layer retains its position sub-
stantially at right angles to the general -di-
rection of the decoration.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ABRATAM STMONSON.
Witnesses:
W. M. Bramax,
. M. Brawrax.
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